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p Forf^e i^^rmation of the Bureau on May 7, 1970,' 
at about~ 6:10^ AM, approximately lob^^tu dents and sympathizers 
from the Carlson an^. St. Olaf Colleges, .Northfield, Minnesota 
community cam^to Minheapolis and staged a demonstration f. 

protesting U,.*^. involvement in Cambodia. This grpup blocked y 
entrances and exits to the Federal Office Building, preventing ^-v 
the public and employees from entering. The,^ U, .S. Marshal at 
the direction of the U. S. Attorney arrested all demonstrators^ 
who declined to move- from the doorways. The U. S. Attorney, r 
prior to any consultation with FBI officials and being in 
a position of haying' to immediately file .complaints against 88 
individuals hurriedly decided and charged them with viblation 
of Title 40, U. S. Code, Section 318a. This, charges the 
defendants with violation of the law in that they obstructed 
the usual use of entrances and corridors, by disturbing the 
public employees in the .performance of their duties and by 
impeding or disturbing the general public from obtaining the 
administrative services provided. Subsequently, the U. S. 
Attorney stated he chose the above charge as he had to make 
an inmediate decision and was unabiLe<>at this time to determine 
whether the state of Minnesota had ceded concurrent or ex- 
clusive Jurisdiction of this buildi^ to the federal government. 
He then advised the defendants jjpuid^^e probably been_^ barged 
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Approved: 
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Charge 
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with violation of^Title 18, U. S* Code, Section 13, Section 624.72 
MCC, 1963 as amended which is interference with the use o£ public 
property and carries a maximum penalty of one year or $ 1, 000 or 
bbth. 


On May 7 , 1970, subjects appeared before TJ. 8 . ‘ 

Commissioner, Minneapolis, and were released on $500.00 personal 
recognizance bond, !»ith condition preventing further public dis- 
order. 




1 \ 


; On May 8 , 1970, U, S . Attorney -ROBERT G. RENNER, requested 

the EBI as the Investigative arm of the federal , government to prepare 
this matter for trial as he was of the opinion that the defense 
would be based oh the defendants*' right to petition thh government 
ror a redress of grievances to the federal government under the 
first amendment of thh Constitution. If acquitted he could fore- 
see the potential blockage of federal buildings throughout the 
country. Inayiew of the importance of this matter, its ramifica- 
tions, and. the obvious need for considerable investigation, the 
Minneapolis Office acceded to the reques.t of the U, S. Attorney. 


Subject 

Commissioner, May 
against Subjectl 

^ ' J 


pled guilty before U. S. 

L3. 1970. sentenc ing continued. Ch^ges 

I dismissed on May 15, 1970. 
All remaining suojecxs. rnea u. ». .district Court, Minneapolis 


.June 8 through 10. before .iurv. 
1970 ond ail subjects exceptF 


b6 

b7C 


Guilty verdict ret urned June 10, 

Who was acquitted, 


Subjects found guilty were sentenced June 12 , 1970 each to $35.00 
or five days.. 


Report will be submitted following imposition of sentence 
which yas stayed for most subjects until July 6 , 1970. 

I Mirmeannl Is should be credited with 80 convictions noting 

that I I has pled guilty; however, has not been sentenced 

but is included in this number. 
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AT Mli;fN£AEOLIS MINNESOTA 

follbw and report the ra'stalts p£ impositiph of 
sentences t^ch were contihiaad the ppurt* 
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UNITED ST/^^I^DEPARTMENT OH JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF* INVESTIGATION 


Copy to; 1 _ USA, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Report of: 

Dole: July 24 j 1970 

Field Office Rle h 70-5590 


Office: Minneapolis 

' ' Minnesota 

Bureau File j^: 


ET AL 


Character: 


Synopsis: 


:CRIME. ON GOVERNMENT RESERVATION - DISTURBANCE AND 
OBSTRUCTION AT FEDERAL BUILDING, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
MAY 7, 1970 ‘ ■ 

On 5 / 7/70 about lOO, students protesting the Viefoam war blocked 
entrances to the Federal Office Building, Minneapolis, .l^nnesot'a* 
Protestors refusing to move were, arrested pd charged with 
violaidon of Title 40, USC, Section 318a, On V7/70 subjects 
appeared .before U, S, Commissioner and were released oh $500' 

p^Isohal rec.pgnizance bond. On 6/10/70 subjects were foiaid 

guilty, following ju^ trial . -wf th. exception of subject] 

' Tjhn 'su bject who was “di'smib'sedj 'ana 

subHect r I wha pled guilty betore bhe llv S, Cora^ssipner. 

On 6/12/70“ subjects sent ehc to $-35 fine or five days. On 
7/15/70 S, Marshal .advised 65 of the , sub jec.ts paid\$35 
fine, th^r^ain^er having searved five days,, mth the excep^^^ 
tibh- of ;tw6, which haye been, cont^ued, .and who have hot 

complied ]with. sent Descriptibhis. of subje.cts set fprth,» ^ 


'P V— 


DETAILS: 



0 # 


document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of tHe FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it arid its contents 
are not to be distributed outside yotir agency. > " ^ 
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Oh May 7, 1970, apprpkimat^y lOO students api;; . 
s^pathlzPrs iErpm Carletop and St*v 0la£ CPll'ages, '^oj^thfxcid, 
Minnesota, caiad to Minhfeapolis, Minnesota, vAiere th^y staged 
k dmonstration protesting the Vietnam war and United Statpn 
invdlvemfeht in Gainbodia.\ This gropp blocked the entrances and 
^ts to tde Pederhl office Building^ preventing the public- and 
OT^loyees frpfli. entering,* Persons who refused to move f ^om the- 
dborways after ordered to do so were .arrested at the dxrectioh 
of the United States Attorney* 

Those arrested were charged with Violation of Title -40,, 
United States Cbdd,. Seption 318a, in that th^f obstrupted the 
uspai Use 6f entrances and' corridors', by ^.storbing the public 
dmtloyedis in the= performance of’ their duties j and by impeding . - 

or disturbing the general public from obtaining the administra- 
tive services, pr.bvided* 

On May 7, 1970, the subjects appeared before United 
States Commissioner BEDARD G. ZIMPPER, Minneapolis, J^nnesotajj 
at which time thejr were released on a $500 personal reco^i'zahce 
Jbpnd, with the bqhditidn of preventing further pufelic dLsorderi 

Oh May 13, 1970, sub nact r I pi ed guilty 

before United States Commissioh^ ZI MPPEK* at which time sen- 
tencing was continued ind^ihitely* | | was nbtified by letter 

from Commissioner ZIMPFER follbwing the conviction of the others 
in Federal pistrict_Gourt that her' sentence would be five' days 
or a $35 fine* | | paid the $35 fine* 

On.-Jday 15, 1970, the charge against 
was dismissed* 

On June’ 8,, 1970, a jury trial coimienced fpr the b?c 
remaining subjects, which- trial con cluded on June 10, 1970 * 

.^1 subjects, with, the exception of | | were 

found guil.ly as charged* 

On June 12, 1970, Iftiited States Uistilct Judge BHIILIP 
MEVlilE imposed a sentence of $35 or five days on each subject 
and stayed the imposition of. sentence until July' 6, 1970* 
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Oh J uly 15, 1970, Deputy United States MarshaL 

I advised that' 65 o£ the subjects had paid the 
$35 fine, £or~a total of $2,275*. He .stated the impbsitibn 


of sent ehce 
and for^ 


objects 




£a 


L 


thd unposttiop pf sentence*, 
served jail sentences* 


was. continued Until Au^st 20., 1970, 
Unti X Septenber 21, 1970* He further advised 
j and l I had failed to COTiply \d;th 


andL 


All remaining subjects have 




The f plloTO.ng descriptiens were obtained friom the 
records of the Hi^nepin County Sheriff* s Office:: 


N^e 

Sex 

Race 

Nationality 
pate of Birth. 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
_ Eyes 

Name 
Sex - 
Race “ . 
Natidtiali^ 
TDate of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 

Eyes 


Name 
. S^- 

Race 

Rationality 

Date of Birth 

Place pf pirth 

Reight 

Weight 

Hair 

pyes.- 
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Name 

Race, 

Sex 

Ijlationality 
Date o£ Births 
Elape of Birth 
.Height 
- 'height 

Byes 

Name 

Race 

Sex 

Natapnaiity 
Dete 6f Birth 
. ■PtaPe of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes: 

N^e 

Race 

Sex _ 

Natipriality 

Date of . Birth 

Place of Bii'th 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

‘ Name 
Rape 

Nationali-ty 

Da,te of Birth 

Piace Of Birth 

Height 

W)^ght 

Hair 

J^es 



EAUL DAVID VELBSIONE 

White 

Male 

American 

July 21, X94^ 

Washington, D. C. 

5*6” ' 

150 poundp 
Browri - 
Brbwn 
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REPORTING OFFICE 

MINNEAPOLIS. 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

MINN^POLIS 

DATE 

9/30/70 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

9/25/70 

TITLE.OF CASE 



REPORT MADE BY" 


TYPED BY 

cmm 


ET AL 


f aka; 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

CGR - DISTURBANCE AND OBSTRUCTION 
AT FEDERAL BUILDING, MINNEAPOLIS, 
MINNESOTA, MAY 7, 1970 


REFERENCE 


-b6 - 

b7C 


Minneapolis report of SA 


dated 7/24/70. 


- C - 



ADMINISTRATIVE 


A disposition sheet has been submitted on each subject. 

Convictions wexo previously recorded by Minneapolis 
airtel to the Bureau, date.d June 16,, 1970, and therefore, are not 
being claimed oh this report. 
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Copyfo: 1 - USA, Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Report of: 
Date: 


September 30, 1970 


Office: Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 


Field Office File #: 70-5590 


Title: 

ET AL 


Bureau File #; 70-52311 


Character: 


Synopsis: 


DETAILS: 


[ 


CRIME ON GOVERNMENT RESERVATION - DISTURBANCE AND 
OBSTRUCTION AT FEDERAL BUILDING, MINN^POLIS". MINNESOTA 
MAY 7, 1970 

0n3:9/25>^ Deputy U,S* Marshal advised subject F 
selrved sentence’ s tarting 8/20/70 • Subject^ 


b6 

b7C 


H 


m 

.cjy 


Q 

CO 


paid $35 fines on 9/21/70*1 : 


- c - 




;; - - t ^ ^ 


^ 

OnTg epte^er 25,' 1970, Deputy United States Marshal, 
\ advised that ^subject 


0 , 


served a five-day 


jail sentence commencing August ,20, 1970, 

He further ap vised on September 2,1, 1970, subjects 


paid f inesi. of $35.00 each. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


I 


/ director FBI 

ATTENTION; IDEHTIFICATEON DIVISION 
^ SAG, MINNEJffOWfS (70-5596) (P) 


date: 6/4/70 


PAUKomyiirtoLS^ aka 
Paulv^cJSLstone 

CGR - DIS^BANCE AND OBSTRUCTION 
AT FEDERAL BUILDING 
MINNEAPOUS, MINNESOTA 
5/7/70 


Enclosed tx> the Bureau is one copy of Hennepin Cbunt^jj^ 
Minnesota, Sheriff's Office fingerprint card of subject* |ji 


The above enclosure is furnished to the Bureau as set 
forth in instructions stamped on Bureau Form 1-17 dated May 13, 
1970. 

For further information of the Bureauj subject is 
presently on a personal recognizance bond, and it Is noit fsit 
advisable at liie present time to attempt to locate him for 
fingerprint purposes* 


1 *• Bureau (End* 1) /CM) 

2 - Minneapolis / 

(®.S :mew / 

(4) / 


U.J 


S?319 7 
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□ Yes QNo 


Reference: 


(Oonniunioellon Snotoekis iMMril 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 


1/15/91 


I 


|doJ I SSA^ 

3 Edina, Minnesota, telephonep" 


J 


] 


was 


advised of the identity of the interviewing agent and the purpose 
of the interview. She then furnished the following information: 


I I is employed as a receptionist at Senator PAUL 

WELLSTONE's office, 2401 University Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
She has held her present position for approximately one week. 
Previous to this, she worked part-time as a staffer on the 
WELLSTONE campaign committee. 


On 1/14/91 at approximately 5:15 p.m. j 
received a phone call at WELLSTONE ' s office on telephone line 
612-659-0103. The caller advised that he had a son in the 
Persian Gulf, and that WELLSTONE was killing the American troops 
by failing to back the President. The caller continued to say 
that if his son in the Persian Gulf dies, then WELLSTONE will 
die. Th e caller t hen asked how much longer WELLSTONE will be in 
office. I I replied six years, at which time the caller 

replied "he won't be around that long." 


[ 


then held the phone up and advised 


] 


WELLSTONE's Stat e Direct or, that she had a threatening 


b6 

b7C 


phone cal l . By the timef 


Icame over to her, the caller had 


believed the call lasted approximately one and 


hung up . 

a half minutes. The caller's voice did not sound familiar to 
her, and she further advised that her office answers 300 to 600 


phone calls per day. 


believed that the call was local. 


described the caller as follows: 


white male 

loud and yelling voice 
midwestern accent 
angry and passionate rhetoric 
good grammar 

possibly a blue collar worker 


Investigation on 1/15/91 at ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA File # 9A-MP°6-^466 


by SA 



Date dictated 


1/15/91 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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SAC, MINNEAPOLIS 


Date 1/17/91 



- ^7 ZET^Slii^ 

Subject: | CT? ^ A " 1^- 3el *40 (j* 

SENATORygAUL WELLSTONE - VICTIM 
ASSAS^WATION, KIDNAP, ASSAULT 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 


On Janua ry 17, 1990, at approximately 8:10 A.M. , j 

I receptionist. Senator PAUL WELLSTONE 's Office, 

2401 University Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, telephone 659-0103, 
advised on January 17, 1990, at approximately 8:00 A.M. , she 
received telephone call from an individual, who threatened b6 

Senator WELLSTONE. t>7c 

The male caller id entified himself as I ~l 

address not given. stated he lives in Minneapol is, works 

for a large company and is "proud of the war" . I I further 

stated, in part, that "Senator WELLSTONE could be assassinated 
but not by me but by upper levels of government." 


2y- Minneapolis 
"MAW : maw 
( 2 ) 
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□ Priority 
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□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 
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m UNCLAS 

Date 1/17/91 


FM FBI MINNEAPOLIS ( 89A-MP-32422 ) (P) 
TO DIRECTOR FBI /ROUTINE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3480// 


SUBJECT: "CHANGED"; UNSUB; PAUL WELLSTONE, U.S. SENATOR - 

VICTIM; ASSAULT - MEMBER OF CONGRESS (A); 00: MINNEAPOLIS. 

TITLE MARKED "CHANGED" TO REFLECT THE NEW CLASSIFICATION 
0F "ASSAULT - MEMBER OF CONGRESS." THE INITIAL CLASSIFICATION 
WAS SHOWN AS EXTORTION. 

RE MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE TO THE DIRECTOR DATED 1/15/91, 

AND TELCALL PROM SSA 


FBIHQ, VIOLENT CRIMES 


b6 

b7C 


UNIT, TO MINNEAPOLIS ON 1/16/91. 

FOR THE INFORMATION OP THE BUREAU, ALL FUTURE 
COMMUNICATIONS IN THIS MATTER WILL BE UNDER THE CLASSIFICATION 
"ASSAULT - MEMBER OP CONGRESS." 

I - /I 


Approved: 


Time Received: 




MRI/JULIAN DATE: 


Original filenamej_ LI AA(f)(pi ID. Sn 

Telprep filename: LuK0(fiS4.(pn 

I 1 a i~l iSN: £ro- ‘f~ 




■ir.rz 




FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: dOO ^ 



FBI 


FD-36 (Rev. 8-29-85) 


TRANSMIT VIA; 
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□ Facsimile 

□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 
El Immediate 
O Priority 
□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T 0 
E UNCLAS 

Date 1/15/91 


FM FBI MINNEAPOLIS ( QA ' MP 32 ' l ’e « ) 
TO DIRECTOR FBI/ IMMEDIATE/ 

FBI WMFO/ IMMEDIATE/ 


UNCLAS 


CITE: //2770// 


PASS: BUREAU: VIOLENT CRIMES SECTION. 


SUBJECT: UNSUB; SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE -VICTIM; THREATENING 

PHONE CALL; AFO; 00: MINNEAPOLIS. 

ON 1/14/91, AT APPROXIMATELY 5:15 P.M. , | 

RECEPTIONIST AT SENATOR WELLSTONE 'S FORMER CAMPAIGN 
OFFICE, 2401 UNIVERSITY AVENUE, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, RECEIVED 
A PHONE CALL THREATENING THE LIFE OF THE SENATOR. THE PHONE 

b6 

CALL CAME IN ON TELEPHONE LINE 612/659-0103. 

STATED THAT THE CALLER WAS HIGHLY UPSET OVER HIS 


SON BEING IN THE PERSIAN GULF. THE CALLER ALSO STATED THAT 


j- /nP 


Approved: 


Time Received:^ 


MRI/JULIAN DATE: 
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Original filenamej^ P /.o , n/ 6 ^ 
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Memorandum 



To : 

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (89A-MP-32422) 

Date 1/17/91 

From : 

sa| 









Subject: 

r“ 





SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE - VICTIM; 
AFO 

00; MINNEAPOLIS 


On 1/17/91, 


Senator WELLSTONE 's State 


Director, was contacted by the writer in regards to numerous 
Phone call s that he has received threatening the Senator's life. 


p/as advised that it would be more beneficial to 
institute a trap and trace on the phone lines upon completion of 
the move to the Senator's new office. 


stated that he agreed with the suggestion, and 
that he has already made contact with US West Communications 
Security regarding the phone calls. 
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Memorandum 



To : 

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS 


Date 1/17/91 

From : 

lA 



Subject : I 





SENATOR PAUB WELLSTONE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


On this date, 13 

V< iELB.SXO.NE ' s State D irecto rTl I aavisea rnar 

WELLSTONE' s St. Paul Office, 2401 Uni^^rsity Ave. , 



, Sgag,t.9,r 

advised that 


had received the following threatening calls: 

[ 


enint 

./■ 

. . ^^Mine^o^s ..S.a.m,., 

"You shouldn't be sp'sak in^*up now^, You could be 
assisnated by higher ups in the /government. 


( 1 ) 


( 2 ) r 


Mari ne^ »/, 

neck and throttle you. 


(3) 



b6 
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(ph) - 10:20 a.m 

If I could, I: ^ould; ring your 


L-(p±l ) , Faribault. MN. . , . 


"If I had a gun, i'a coine atter ^u, you SOB." 


dvised that he first attempted to 
' St. Paul RA, concerning these calls 


contact SA^ 

as he has jjeen in contact with him on previous calls. 


Also, [[ 


]has reported and is in close contact with 


Capitol Security, Washington, D. C. and with Security, U. S. 
West re tracing calls. 

The St. Paul Office of WELLSTONE will be moved 
over the weekend to 2550 University Ave., 645-0323. 




eapolis 


(2) 'jt/ 



Memorandum 



To 


SAC, MINNEAPOLIS ( 89A-MP-32422 ) (P) Date 2/5/91 


From : SA 


Subject: 


b6 

b7C 


SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE - VICTIM; 
THREATS AGAINST MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 
APO 


On 1/29/91 . the writer ti^aveled to the residence of 


i Marlne, Minnesota, 
in ofder to conduct an interview of 


telephone number l I _ 

I T regardinq the threat^^ade to Senator WELLSTONE. The 

attempted contact met with>negative results. Later that same 
day, writer telephonica^y contacted | 


at his residence. 


date of birth 


advised 


that he did call seirator welLSTONE's office approximately one and 
one-half weeks ago^r On his first call, he spoke to a 
receptionist whom ^e described as "snotty." He told this 
secretary "Tell Senator WELLSTONE that if I could, I would ring 
his neck and throttle him." The receptionist then hung up. 
CAMPION called back and spoke to another receptionist whom he 
"polite." He told this receptionist, "Tell Senator WELLSTONE 
that SADDAM HUSSEIN appreciates what he's doing." 


advised that he is a Korean War veteran, and 
that he is upset with Senat or WELLSTONE 's stand regarding the 
Persian Gulf War. 


further advised that he meant no harm 


to Senator WELLSTONE , but just the same would still "like to 
throttle him" for making the statements that he has. 


I I was advised that making thr eats against members 

of Congress is a Federal violation. I ~l stated that he did 

not intend to physically harm Senator WELLSTONE. 

The writer at tempted to make an appointment for an 
interview wlth l I however . 1 I stated that he had just 

returned from the doctor with his wife and learned that his wife 
has a tumor, 
will be unavailable. 



Therefore, due to upcoming medical visits,! 
liable. 


2 A Minneapolis 
AP : ska ( 2 ) 


1991 



y «• 




89A-MP-32422 


U.S. WEST COMMUNICATIONS adv ised that there is 
approximately one full page listing of l I in the twin 

Cities area. There is no listing for a | ~n (ph) in the 

Faribault area. 
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U.S. Department of Justice 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Suite 1100 

111 Washington Avenue South 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 
March 1, 1991 


Honorable Jerome G. Arnold 
United States Attorney 
234 Federal Building' 

United States Courthouse 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

Attention I I 

Assistant United States Attorney 


Dear Mr. 


This letter is to confirm the conversation held by 
Assistant Unit ed States Attorney (AUS A) | | 

I ~l . and Special Agent f SA 1 1 I on 

February 19, 1991. 


The facts were discussed as follows: Senator Paul 

Wellstone's Office received numerous telephone calls threatening 
the Senator's life, shortly after the outbreak of th e Persian 
Gulf conflict. One of t he callers was identified as | I 

, I was interviewed, and based on the 


statements made by| | during the telephone call and 

subsequent interview, prosecution was declined based on a 
contingent threat. 


b6 

b7C 


Sincerely, 

JEFFREY J. JAMAR 
Special Agent in Charge 


1 - Addressee 

Q? - Minneapolis (89A-MP-32422) 
SAP/bjm . 

( 2 ) 


By : 


] 


Supervisory Special Agent 

Sidr^«d n 


2S 
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14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 


TO 

PROM 

SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

(ATTENTION: VIOLENT CRIMES SECTION) 

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS ( 89A-MP-32422 ) (C) 


"CHANGED" 

UNSUB; 




1 PHONETIC) 


(PHONETIC) ; 

SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE - VICTIM; 
ASSAOTT - MEMBER OP CONGRESS 
ooy MINNEAPOLIS 


b6 

b7C 





Title marked "CHANGED" to add names of other 
subjects. Title previously carried as "UNSUB." 

Due to numerous threatening phone calls received at 
the Senator's office shortly after the outbreak of the Persian 
Gulf conflict, all instances of the threats were addressed 
under one main file number. 


DOB 


Of the captioned subjects. f 


was posi riveiv id entitied. Log ical inves tigation regarding 


subj ects [ 
negative. 


] (phonetic) and[ 


I 


Marine , Minnesota , 


] (phonetic) proved' 


b6 

b7C 


On 2/19/91 AUSa[ 


was 


advised of the thre ats and declined prosecut ion. Detective 

U. S. Capitol Police, and f 


Senator WELLSTONE 'S Office Director in Minnesota, 
of the declination. 


Bureau 

1 J- Minneapolis 
SAP:kaf 


^gt’chi^d' 
Sertolixec) 
Indexed 

m&d 




re advised 


f7 * 



- rrP 
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(Number) (Time) 
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Date 4/4/91 


FROM 


SUBJECT 


SAC, WMPO 

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS ( 89A-MP-32422 ) (C) 

I (PH); 

I(PH); 

SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE - VICTIM; 
THREATS AGAINST MEMBERS OP CONGRESS; 
APO 

00 : MINNEAPOLIS 


, Re telcal of SA | 

St. Paul RA, on 3/23/^ 


WMPO, to SA 


Enclosed for WMPO are one copy of a memo and letter 
of declination regarding the captioned matter. ^ 

Minneapolis considers this matter closed. 


WMPO (Enc. 2) 
Minneapolis 
■SAP : gms 
(3) 




Serio> - • 

*■ 






Approved: 


Transmitted Per 

(Number) (Time) 
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Field File Na W\,? - 

Serial # of Originating Document - 
00 and File No. . - 

Date Receive , 

From 

(Name of Contributor). 

(Address of CbntributotJ;^ 


(Name of Specif' Agent) ^ — 

To Be Returned □ Yes O No Receipt Given □ Yes, □ No 

' Tite 


Reference: _ 

(CommUnloatloh Enclosing Material) 

Description: Q Qrlyinul notes l e ' Intel view o f. 

o«j Si / 



I 




memorandum 

SAC, 

mOH: 





OPEN A CASE 


CLASS: 


Assigned to: 


alpha: 


CASE SQUAD; Qs> 



STATUS 


= -jf 


TITLE; 


CASE TYPE: 


iSviL \ 


SfC.hJPt-r^/1 

_APo r a\ 


-irLS/ a/y/C - — J/'/C.Tfrj^ - 


(BLANK IF^I^SigaTI^P^^^^ / (Z}EKO 

OR administrative • 

77%^^/r^Ar zk^fr/ /^T l/y^sH-,^crx>^ A . 
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CLASSIFICATION: 
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Date 2/27/91 


PM FBI MINNEAPOLIS ( 89A-MP-32717 ) (P) 
TO DIRECTOR PBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

FBI WMPO (89A-MP-32717) /ROUTINE/ 


UNCLAS 


CITE: //3480// 

PASS: VIOLENT CRIMES SECTION. 


SUBJECT: UNSUB; SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE - VICTIM; AFO(A); 00: 

MINNEAPOLIS . 

ON FEBRUARY 27, 1991, DETECTIVE UNITED 

STATES CAPITOL POLICE, WASHINGTON, D.C., PROVIDED THE 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 


ON FEBRUARY 26, 1991, MS. 


RECEPTIONIST, SENATOR 


WELLSTONE 'S CAPITOL HILL OFFICE (SH-123, 4-5641), PROVIDED THE 
CAPITOL HILL POLICE DEPARTMENT WITH THREE RECORDED MESSAGES 
RECEIVED ON THE OFFICE "VOICE MAIL". THE MESSAGES WERE 


Approved: 


Time Received: 




MRI/JULIAN DATE: \4 


Original filenamej_ 
_ Telprep filename: 


FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 


T>. 


» p 


# # 


"‘PAGE 2 MP 89A-MP-32717 

RECEIVED AFTER 1800 HOURS, ON FEBRUARY 25, 1991, AND WERE IN 
REFERENCE TO A RADIO INTERVIEW AIRED ON WCCO RADIO IN 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, AT APPROXIMATELY 1940 HOURS EASTERN 
STANDARD TIME. THE UNIDENTIFIED MALE CALLER STATED, (MESSAGE 
ONE) "HEY, YOU CANDY-ASSED SON-OF-A-BITCH, I'M JUST LISTENING 
TO YOU ON WCCO RADIO, AND YOU FUCKHEAD, YOU'LL NEVER GET BACK 
TO MINNESOTA ALIVE YOU BASTARD." (MESSAGE TWO) "YOU LITTLE 
SON-OF-A-BITCH, I JUST HEARD YOU ON THE RADIO, THIS IS 
FEBRUARY 25TH AND I HEARD YOUR CANDY-ASSED, CREEPY LITTLE 
COMMENT ABOUT HOW YOU ARE GOING TO GET OUT OF THIS. YOU 
FUCKHEAD, YOU STAY IN WASHINGTON. IF YOU EVER GET BACK TO 
MINNESOTA, I'LL KILL YOU, YOU SON-OF-A-BITCH." (MESSAGE THREE) 
"I'M CALLING ABOUT AN HOUR AND ONE-HALF AFTER THE SCUD ATTACK 
ON THE U.S. BARRACKS AND MAYBE ABOUT A HALF HOUR AFTER YOUR 
STUPID COMMENTS ON WCCO RADIO, AND YOU LITTLE FUCKIN SON-OF-A- 
BITCH, IF YOU EVER GET BACK HERE, YOU'RE DEAD MEAT." 

MS . | j sTATED SHE DID NOT RECOGNIZE THE VOICES BEING 

THAT OF A REGULAR CALLER. 

I 1 

MS. PRESS SECRETARY IN THE SENATOR'S 

CAPITOL HILL OFFICE, ADVISED THAT SHE WAS PRESENT WITH THE 



''PAGE 3 MP 89A-MP-32717 

SENATOR WHEN HE DID THE LIVE INTERVIEW ON WCCO RADIO. MS. 

STATED THAT THE SENATOR MADE A STATEMENT THAT MAY HAVE 

UPSET HIS CONSTITUENCY; HOWEVER, SHE CANNOT REMEMBER THE EXACT 
STATEMENT . 

ON FEBRUARY 27, 1991, AT APPROXIMATELY 9:30 A.M. , SA 

I MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION, TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED 

Sa| |dF the UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE AT 

MINNEAPOLIS OF THE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ABOVE CAPTIONED 
THREATS . 


MINNEAPOLIS IS CONTINUING ITS INVESTIGATION. 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Suite 1100 

111 Washington Avenue South 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 
March 4, 1991 


Honorable Jerome Arnold 
United States Attorney 
234 Federal Building 
110 South Fourth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 


Attention : Mr . | 

Assistant U. S. Attorney 


Dear Mr. 


This letter is to con firm the conversation held between 
Assistant U. S. Attorney fAUSA ) | I , and 

Special Agent ! ~ | on March 4, 1991. The facts were 

set forth as follows : 


On February 25, 1991, Senator Paul Wellstone's office 
in Washington, D. C. , received three threatening phone calls on 
their voice mail shortly after the Senator was interviewed on 
WCCO radio. The caller did not identify himself and the recorded 
voice of the caller was unfami liar to of fice personnel. Based on 
the aforementioned facts, AUSA ~| declined prosecution. 


b6 

b7 


Sincerely yours. 


JEFFREY J. JAMAR 
Special Agent in Charge 


Bv: 

1 

Supervisory Special Agent 



Addressee 

Minneapolis (89A-MP-32717) 
P:kaf 
( 2 ) 


Saatchod 
SeridlizfK: 
Indexed . 

filed 
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Date 3/12/91 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

(ATTENTION: VIOLENT CRIMES SECTION) 

PROM : SAC, MINNEAPOLIS ( 89A-MP-32717 ) (C) 

SUBJECT : UNSUB; 

SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE - VICTIM; 

AFO 

00 : MINNEAPOLIS 


Re Minneapolis teletype to Bureau dated 2/27/91. 

On 3/1/91 Assistant U. S. Attorney l I 

|, was advised of the threats made against Senator 
waiiijbTUJNE and declined prosecution. 

On 3/4/9 1 Detective U. S. 

CAPITOL POLICE , and I I Senator WELLSTONE ' S 

Office Director in Minnesota, were advised of the declination. 

Minneapolis considers this matter closed. , , 






2 - Bureau 
2 ^- WMPO 
Tl)- Minneapolis 
'^P : kaf 
(5) 


.. .. 

fiiQcJ V . I ' 
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Transmitted Per 

(Number) (Time) 


89A-MP-32717 

SAPrsao - 1 - 

I I 

On March 4, 1991, the writer, SA 

receive d two cassette ta ppR regarding threats made against 

Senator] I The tape recordings were sent by 

Detective] [ united States Capitol Police, be 

Washington D.d C. Attached hereto is a letter from Detective b7 


The tapes were reviewed and have been placed in lA ' s in 

the file. 


-3 


Phone; 224-5151 


• # 

- 2 - 

UNITED STATES CAPITOL POLICE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-7218 

February 27, 1991 


s/a I 

683 Federal Building 
316 North Robert Street 
St. Paul. MN 55101 


Dear s/A | 

The inclosed is a copy of the message left on the 
Capitol's Office Voice Mail that we had discussed. Also 
enclosed is a copy of the Senator's interview on WCCO Radio. 

If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to 
call on me at ( 202) -224-1495 . 


Sincerely 


Detec;feriy^ 

SpeciadTlnvestlgatxons Division 
Threat Assessment Section 


WJZrwjz 


89A-MP-32717 
SAP : ska 
( 1 ) ^ 



The following investigation was conducted by Special 

Agentj |on February 27, 1991, at St. Paul, 

Minnesota.: 

U.S. WEST COMMUNICATIONS SECURITY was contacted in 
regard to running a reverse trace on Senator WELLSTONE's phone 
line, 202-224-5641. U.S. WEST advised that due to the number of 
switching companies involved, it would not be possible to run a 
reverse trace on the line. 


<flf)-rnP'3S-‘7n 


tr tr 


89A-MP-32717 
SAP : ska 


Detective 


Attached hereto are copies of a facsimile provided by 


U.S. CAPITOL POLICE, Washington, D.C. 


b6 
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2 202 224 0919 


US CAP POLICE 


, j.. us u M r 


UNITED STATES CAPITOL POLICE 


Report o f Invest-igat ion 


Cbniplalnantl^^Senator Paul Well s tone ImnI' 


“Occurrence~ Date: 02725751 ' 


Case Type: Threat 


’CFN";'” n7a“~ CCN‘:~’ n7a PSb“:“91-T-016l‘ 


SUBJECT: UNKNOWN, 


Male . 


On 02/26/91, Ms . I 1 Receptionist in Senator Wellst'one's 

Capitol Hill Office (SH-123, 4-5641), supplied the TAS with three 
recorded messages received on the Of.fice "Voice Mail." The mes- 
sages were received after 1800 hours, on 02/25/91, and were in 
reference to a radio interview aired on WCCO Radio in Minneapolis. 
MN at approximately 1940 hours EST. The unidentified male caller 
stated: 

1) "Hey, you candy-assed son-of-a-bitch, I’m just listening to 

you on WCCO' Radio, and you fuck -head you'll never get back to 
Minnesota alive you bastard." 

2) "You little son-of-a-bitch I just heard you on the Radio, this 

is February 25th and I heard your candy-assed, creepy little 
comment about how your going to get out of this. You fuck- 
head, you stay in Washington, if you ever get back to 
Minnesota I'll kill you, you son- of-a-bitohl " 

3) "I'm calling about an hour and a half after the scud attack on 

the U.S. barracks an-d maybe about-a half an hour after your 
stupid comments on VJCCO Radio, and you little fuck'n son-of- 
a-bitch, if you ever get back here you ' rer dead meatl" 

stated that she did not recognize the voice as being that 
of a regular caller. 

Ms. P rftss Secret ary in the Senator's Capitol Hill 

Office , — advised Uet-. F I that she was present w ith the 

Senator when he did the live interview on WCCO Radio. Ms .1 
stated that the Senator made one statement that may have upset his 
con stituenc y; however, s he could no t remember the exact statement. 
Ms. I I in formed Pet. I I that she will either obtain a 

recorded copy of the Senator's intervi ew or obtain the information 
from the Senator and forward it to Pet . | 

Pet. r l attempted to contact S / A I ~ FBI, 

Minneapolis , MN Fi eld Office concerning the threatening calls; 
however, S/a| Iwill not return to duty until 02/27/9], ^,6 


STATUS 1 


(XX) OPEN 


Investigator I Pet , 
SupervIsorT" 


( ) CLOSED 


( )OTHER/SUSP. Page 1 of 2 Pages 


Pate ! 


Date; 


02/26/91 
■0275 6791 ' 


JTAS ^ .r 


FEB £7 ’91 11:07 


PP16E . 00£ 



NOTE: Hand print names legibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder. 

Indices: □ Negative □ See below 

giii¥ecra name and aliases I Character of case 


— l/tcTi r — 5 
Do V 


; AFP 

^ Protect Source 


□ Personal ^ Telephonic Date. 



Birth date atid Birthplace 


f^Male 
□ Female 

Scars, marks or other data 


Complexion 


1 

Facts of complaint 


U Ip /4 tm'r t^erT^ 

^ i^A /MA4f Sufija.'r A>or SatX 

G'”. gi: 'fe *»,%“ . , 


tiiii 


■' <r ,^<t,T iSLA RC 

(Ww/wr ^W> 

Th/iOmce ke& 

li (^P^kAl/J^t I DO not write in this space. 






(Complaint received BV) 






BLOCK STAMP 


o? 





Memorandum 




To 


SAC, MINNEAPOLIS 8^*7 A 


Date 1/8/92 


From : 


Subject: | | 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 




On 1/8/92 at approximately 4 : 30 p.m. 
telephonically contacted the St. Paul RA. | |advised he 

works in Senator WELLSTONE'S office located at 2550 University 
Avenue, Suite 10 ON, St. Paul, Minnesota 
0323. 


55114, telephone 645- 


[ 


the past as 


had r eceived a call earlier today fr om I I 

] indicated that he has talked to I I 


in 


has been trying to get VA benefit s for the past 

During the call on this date| [stated, "If i 

J: ^ ^ U 3 J-T-J— -T*I - 


several years. 

don't get something handled this week I'm going to load my gun 
next week and start shooting." 


advised thatl 


following background information: 


] provided him with the 


b6 

b7C 


Name 

Address 

Telephone 

SSAN 

DOB 

POB 


contacted 


Service Represe ntative for the VA, telephone 


Wa shington C ounty 


advised that[ 


regarding 


is possibly mentally unstable, 
secretary refused to be in a room alone with 


]has a criminal background and 


indic ated tha t his 


I I requested that an Agent contact him as soon as 

possible regarding this matter. 


b6 

b7C 


f- Minneapolis 
iS 


( 2 ) 



- mP- 

K’ . , ' 


Co^ 
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Date 1/13/92 


PM FBI MINNEAPOLIS ( 89A-MP-34627 ) (C] 

TO DIRECTOR PBI/ROUTINE/ 


UNCLAS 


CITE: //3480// 


SUBJECT : 


U.S. SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE - 


VICTIM; AFO; 00: MINNEAPOLIS. 

ON 1/8/92, SUBJECT TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED | 

STAFF MEMBER AT SENATOR WELLSTONE ' S OFFICE AT 2550 

UNIVERSITY AVENUE, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, REQUESTING HIS HELP IN 
OBTAINING VA BENEFITS THE SUBJECT BELIEVES HE IS ENTITLED TO. 


ACCORDING TO 


THE SUBJECT BECAME ANGRY AT ONE POINT 


IN THE CONVERSATION AND STATED, "IF YOU DON'T DO SOMETHING BY 
THE END OP THE WEEK, I'LL GET A GUN AND COME DOWN AND START 
SHOOTING". DURING THE INITIAL CONVEE^ATION, SUBJECT PROVIDED 
HIS NAME AND ADDRESS. 

Approved: Original filenam e: Citj 

Time Received: Telprep filename: (S lU 




Original filename^ 
Telprep filename; 


\b6 26d' 6 lU 


MRI/JULIAN DATE: U>‘5^f /6/^ ISN: ^ 

FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: M -3- _J/nA 


^PAGE 2 MP 89A-MP-34627 UNCLAS 


DURING THE INTERVIEW BY FBI MINNEAPOLIS ON 1/9/92. 

SUBJECT ADMITTED THE TELEPHONE CALL BUT DENIED INTENDING TO 
THREATEN THE SENATOR OR ANYONE ON HIS STAFF. SUBJECT RECALLS 
MAKING A STATEMENT IN EFFECT TO, "WHAT DO I HAVE TO DO, GET A 
GUN AND HANDLE IT MYSELF." SUBJECT WAS ADVISED OF THE 
APPLICABLE PROVISIONS OF THE AFO STATEMENT. SUBJECT SAID, "IT 
WOULD NOT HAPPEN AGAIN." HOWEVER, DISPLAYED AN IRRITATED 
ATTITUDE THAT HIS REMARKS COULD HAVE BEEN CONSTITUTED AS 
THREATENING. 

A RECORDS CHECK REFLECT A 1986 CHILD MOLESTATION 
CONVICTION FOR SUBJECT FOR WHICH HE IS CURRENTLY ON PAROLE. 
CONTACT WITH HIS PAROLE OFFICE ,f 


WASHINGTON 


COUNTY PROBATION DEPARTMENT, DISCLOSED SUBJECT HAS FAILED TO 
COMPLETE TREATMENT AND IS CLASSIFIED AS A PEDOPHILE. 
ACCORDING TO 


b6 

b7C 


SUBJECT HAS A HISTORY OF FILING 
COMPLAINTS AND BEING INVOLVED IN MINOR VERBAL ALTERCATIONS. 
THE ABOVE PACTS PRESENTED TO AUSA | ION 


1/9/92, WHO STATED THEY DO NOT CONSTITUTE A FEDERAL VIOLATION 
SUFFICIENT FOR FEDERAL PROSECUTION. 


^PAGE 3 MP 89A-MP-34627 UNCLAS 



F0-3O2 (REV. 3-10-82) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 


1/16/92 


uncle r 


□ 


I was interviewed in the presence of his 
at his uncle's residence,] 

Minnesota. 


I I stated he made a telephone call to Senator 

WELLSTONE's office on January 8, 1992, for his assistance in 
getting VETERANS ADMINISTRATION (VA) benefits that he believed he 
is entitled to. I I said the VA owes him over $40,000 for a 

rare Oriental dis ease he contracted while in the NAVY. During 
the conversation. r I admitted getting angry and stating, in 

effect, "What d o I hav e to do, go out and get a gun and take care 
of it myself?" I I said he did not intend to threaten the 

Senator nor anyone in his office. He denied stating, "If you 
don't do something by the end o f the w eek. I'll get a gun and 
come down and start shooting." I I called the Senator's office 

because he read that the Senator had helped someone else with 
their VA benefits. 


b6 
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I I is on state parole for a child mo lestation 

conviction. His Parole Officer is I I 


I [also related that he actually resides at the 

below listed address but frequently uses his uncle's as a point 
of contact. 


|was advised of the applicable provisions of the 

Assault on a Federal Officer Statute, as it pertains to threats, 
against a U.S. Senator. He was additionally advised that 
threats in general could also constitute a state violation. ^ 


The following background was obtained through 
observation and interview: 


Name 

Race 

Sex 

Date of birth 
Social Security # 


b6 

b7C 


Investigation on 1/9/92 

sa I 

by SA 




at Oak Park Heights , Minneso ta# 89A-MP-34627 

Date dictated 1/13/92 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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89A-MP-34627 


Continuation of FD-302 of 


On 1/9/92 


Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Address 

Parents 


Contact 
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No Duplication Fees are charged for Deleted Page Information Sheet(s). 
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PP RUCNFB FBIWMFO 


DE FBIMP #0006 2860127 


ZNR UUUUU 


P 122144Z OCT 95 


FM FBI MINNEAPOLIS (89-0) 

mm'h i'll 'i'i'nrT~nT 

TO DIRECTOR FBI /PRIORITY / 
FBI WMFO/PRIORITY/ 


UNCLAS 


CITE: //3H80I/ 


PASS; CIO, VCMOS. 


SUBJECT: UNSUB; TELEPHONIC THREAT AGAINST SENATOR PAUL 

WELLSTONE: AFO; 00: MINNEAPOLIS. 


ON OCTOBER 12, 1995 


MINNESOTA POLITICAL 


LEAGUE, CONTP^CTED THE MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION TO REPORT A MESSAGE 


RECEIVED ON AN OFFICE VOICE MAIL. 


ADVISED THAT ON 


OCTOBER 3, 1995, AT 10:12 P.M., A MALE CALLER STATED, "THE 


ONLY GOOD DEMOCRAT IS A DEAD DEMOCRAT. WELLSTONE OUGHT TO 


HAVE A BULLET BETWEEN HIS EYES 




STATED HIS OFFX££ HAS 


searched; 

serialize! 


f Q-^ IND 


OCT 1 3 18S5 


PAGE TWO DE FBIlvlP 0006 UNCLAS 


HAD NO SIMILAR CALLS AND DID NOT DECIDE TO 
UNTIL THIS DATE. 

MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION CONTACTED SENATOR 
MANAGER 


AT 


1995, AT lls45 A.M. TO REPORT THIS INCIDENT 
OFFICE CONTACTED AT 12:05 P.M., THIS DATE, 
INFORMATION TO SA 


BT 


REPORT THE INCIDENT 


WELLSTONE'S OFFICE 
ON OCTOBER 12, 
LOCAL USSS 
AND REPORTED 
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#0006 
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Date 2/8/96 


FM FBI WMFO ( 89A-WF-201133 ) (C-4) (C) 
TO DIRECTOR FBI/ROUTINE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3920// 

PASS: FBIHQ VC/FU (SSA 


SUBJECT: UNSUB; TELEPHONIC THREAT AGAINST SENATOR PAUL 

WELLSTONE; AFO; 00: WMFO. 

RE MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, DATED 10/12/95, (89- 
0 CLASSIFICATION) . 

REFERENCED TELETYPE REPORTED THE OCCURRENCE OF A 
THREATENING MESSAGE RECEIVED ON THE VOICE MAIL SYSTEM AT THE 
MINNESOTA POLITICAL LEAGUE, ON 10/03/95 AT 10:12 P.M. THE 
UNSUB MALE CALLER STATED THE FOLLOWING IN PART, "...THE ONLY 



b6 

b7C 


FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 



# # 
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MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION REPORTED THAT THE MINNESOTA 
POLITICAL LEAGUE HAD RECEIVED NO SIMILAR CALLS AND WAITED 
UNTIL 10/12/95 TO REPORT THE INITIAL CALL. MINNEAPOLIS 
DIVISION CONTACTED THE LOCAL USSS FIELD OFFICE AND SENATOR 
WELLSTONE'S DISTRICT OFFICE MANAGER, AND REPORTED NEGATIVE 
RESULTS IN ATTEMPTING TO IDENTIFY THE CAPTIONED UNSUB. 

WMFO HAS MAINTAINED LIAISON WITH THE UNITED STATES 
CAPITOL POLICE (USCP) AND NO FURTHER THREATENING TELEPHONE 
CONTACTS HAVE BEEN REPORTED AGAINST SENATOR WELLSTONE. USCP 
ADVISED THAT THIS CASE HAS BEEN SUSPENDED BY THEIR AGENCY. 

DUE TO THE AFOREMENTIONED DETAILS, WMFO IS PLACING THIS 
MATTER IN A CLOSED STATUS. 

BT 
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This form fs to be used on an EMERGENCY basis only. 


If a SSA/SA does not have a opening communication 
created and needs a file number, this form will take It’s place. This 
form will be serialized #1, It must be blocked stamped and placed Into 
the file. 


OPENING DATE: 


FILE NUMBER: 130J3I 

class alpha field file 

office number 

SUBJECT NAME: fLJ. 


SSA’S INITIALS: 





1 SEARCHED. 


ISERIAK7- 


FEB 0 7 1995 
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/READ/MRI 1866/039 
0040 MRI 01866 

PP RUCNFB 

DE FBIWMFO #0027 0400245 
ZNR UUUUU 
P 0821232 FEB 95 

FM FBI WMFO (89A-WF-197898 ) (P) (C-4) 
TO DIRECTOR FBI /PRIORITY / 


UNCLAS 


CITE: //.3920/y 


PASS: VCU-CID,, 


SUBJECT: UNSUB; SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE-VICTIM ; CCSCAKA; 

00:WMF0. 


FOR INFORMATION OF FBIHQ, MS. 


SENATOR 


UELLSTONE'S STAFF ASSISTANT, ADVISED UNITED STATES CAPITOL 

POLICE (USCP) THAT AN UNIDENTIFIED MALE LEFT (\ MESSAGE ON THE 
SENATOR'S OFFICE VOICE MAIL WHERE IN HE STATED IN PART "I AM 
WATCHING YOU SENATOR, Al^D.I'M GOING TO KILL YOU WITHIN THE 


WEEK" . 


ADVISED THAT THE CALL WAS RECORDED ON 2/3/95. 


ADVISED THE USCP ON 2/6/95. 


m- 



fiS S llllil'iji§l 
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THE SENATOR HAS BEEN AFFORDED A PROTECTION DETAIL FOR THE 
WEEK OF 2/6/95. 

WMFO WILL REMAIN OFFICE OF ORIGIN IN VIEW OF THE FACT 
THAT THERE ARE NO LEADS AT THIS TIME. 

BT 


#0027 


FD-36 piev. 8-29^ 


O 


FBI 


TRANSMIT VIA; 
^ Teletype 
D Facsimile 
□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE; 
Q Immediate 
[3 Priori^ 

D Routine 


CLASSIFICATION; 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ DNCLASEFTO 
El DNCLAS 

Date 2/7/95 


CO 

J=. 

y-* 

y-* 

. — o 


cjO 

cn 


FM FBI WMFO (89A-WF-197898) (P) (C-4) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/ 

BT 

DNCLAS 

CITE; //3920// 

PASS; VCU-CID. 



SUBJECT; UNSUB; SENATOR PAUL ^VELLSTONE-VICTIM; CCSCAKA; 
00; WMFO. 

I . . 

SENATOR 



FOR INFORMATION OF FBIHQ, MS. 



!/THAT AN UN! 


WELLSTONE'S STAFF. ASSISTAN!^ ADVISED THE UNITED STATES CAPITOL 


POLICE /THAT AN UNIDENTIFIED MALE LEFT A MESSAGE ON THE 
SENATOR'S OFFICE VOICE MAIL WHERE IN HE STATED IN PART "I AM 
WATCHING YOU SENATOR, AND I'M GOING TO KILL YOU WITHIN THE 

ADVISED THAT THE CALL WAS RECORDED ON 2/3/95. 

5. 
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WEEK” . 


ADVISED THE USCP ON 2 


Approved: 


Time Received: 



^94*/^ /9.7m 

SesjcUsa ^ 





filename: 


MRI/JULIAN DATE isN; 


FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE; 



o 


o 
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THE SENATOR HAS BEEN AFFORDED A PROTECTION DETAIL FOR THE 


WEEK OF 2/6/95. 

WMFO WILL REMAIN OFFICE OF ORIGIN IN VIEW OF THE FACT 




FD-36 (Rev. 8-29-85) 


TRANSMIT VIA: 
^ Teletype 
E] Facsimile 
□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 
□ Immediate 
O Priority 
[SI Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 
IZI UNCLAS 


Date 4/13/95 


FM FBI WMFO (89A-WF-197898) (P) (C-4V 


TO DIRECTOR FBI /ROUTINE/ 


UNCLAS 


CITE: //3920// 



SUB;reCT<. UNSUB; SENATOR PAUL WELLSTON-VICTIM; CCSCAKA; 

^ 

OJd:\mF<y 

/ ./Reference wmfo teletype to director dated 2 / 8 / 95 . Si 

I I'ejS 

CAPTIONED MATTER WAS OPENED WHEN UNSUB LEFT A MESSAGE ON^ 

THE SENATOR'S ANSWERING MACHINE ^D STATED "I'M GOING TO KILL 

YOU WITHIN A WEEK". 

THE SENATOR WAS AFFORDED A PROTECTION DETAIL, BUT NO 
OVERT ACTION WAS T^EN TO HARM THE SENATOR. 

IN CONCURRENCE WITH THE U.S. CAPITOL POLICE, THIS MATTER 
IS BEING CLOSED AT THIS TIME AS NO ADDITIONAL THREATS HAVE 


BEEN RECEIVED AT THE SENATOR'S RESIDENCI 


OFFICE. 


Approved: 


Origiilmtniename: 





Time Received: 


Telprep filename: 


MRI/JULIAN DATE: 


FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 
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0078 MRI 02044 
RR FBIWMFO 

DE FBIWMFO #0036 1032120 
2NR UUUUU' 

R 1321102 APR 95 

FM FBI WMFO ( 89 A-WF-197898 ) (P ) (C-t4) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/ROUTINE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3920// 

SUBJECT: UNSUB; SENATOR PAUL WELLSTON-VICTIM ; CCSCAKA; 

00:WMF0. 

REFERENCE WMFO TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR DATED 2/8/95. 
CAPTIONED MATTER WAS OPENED WHEN UNSUB LEFT A MESSAGE ON 
THE SENATOR'S ANSWERING. MACHINE AND STATED "I'M GOING TO KILL 
YOU WITHIN A WEEK". 

THE SENATOR WAS AFFORDED A PROTECTION DETAIL, BUT NO 
OVERT ACTION WAS TAKEN TO HARM THE SENATOR. 

IN CONCURRENCE WITH tHE U.S. CAPITOL POLICE, THIS MATTER 
IS BEING CLOSED. AT THIS TIME AS NO ADDITIONAL THREATS HAVE 


CO 


CD 

u> 

00 


CO 

cn 
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BEEN RECEIVED AT THE SENATOR'S RESIDENCE OR OFFICE. 

THIS MATTER WILL BE REOPENED AT SUCH TIME THAT ANY 
ADDITIONAL, CALLS ARE RECEIVED WHICH MAY PROVIDE LEADS TO HELP 
DEVELOP A SUBJECT IN THIS MATTER. 

BT 

#0036 


NNNN 


10/28/96 09:36 ® 


© 


0 


@002 




THREAT ASSESSMENT SECTION 
INFORMATION AND NOTIFICATION SHEET 

CLASSIFICATION: Implied Threat TAS#: 96-T-0929 


COMPLAINANT : Senator Paul Wel3 stone (MN) 

OFFICE ADDRESS: CAP : SH-7T.7 HSOB DIST: Minneapolis, MN 


TELEPHONE: 

DET. NOTIFIED; 


224-5641 


Campaign. HO 
612-643-0829 


PINtt: | ~b ATE; 10/26/96 TIME: 1330 


NOTIFIED BY: Off. 


POSITION ; Operation Division 


REPORTED BY: S/A 


POSITION: USSS. Minn.. MW 


DATE OP THREAT: 10/26/96 TIME: Unk LOCATION: Two Harbors 

TYPE OF THREAT: TEL; XXXX LETTER: VEJRBAL: OTHER: 

THREATENING STATEMENT: "Wellstone will be dead." bs 

b7C 



SUSPECT INFO: UNKNOWN, SEX: Unknown. 

NOTIFICATIONS: 


OFFICE: 

'TELE; 

DATE: 

TIME: 

NAME: 

TNT: 

TAS Official 

224-1495 

10/28/96 


In 

box 

Z'" WJZ 

PID Commander 

224-5468 

3 0/26/96 

1600 

Capt; 1 

IWJZ 

PSB Commauider 

224-9825 

10/26/96 

1440 

D/C 

WJZ 

DPD Official 

224-7910 

10/28/96 

0730 

Faxed 

WJZ 

Watch Commander 

224-0908 

10/26/96 

1515 

InsD J 

WJZ 

Chief's Office 

224-9806 

10/26/96 

1445 

C.( 

D.P. 

WJZ 

FBI Liaison 

252-6017 

10/26/96 

1411 

Liaison 

WJZ 

USSS Liaison 

435-5838 

10/28/96 


FAXED 

WJZ 

SSA 

224-2341 

10/26/96 

,1530 

Mr. 

1 WJZ 


Investigative status: 
WJZ:7472 


FBI has been notified. 
con tinuing. 



Investigation | 

S£RtAl«E^^Sjtt® ilJCisCp 

mu 1996 

FBI WASH.FIELDO^J 





10/28/96 09:36 S 


UNITED STATES CAPITOL POI.ICE 

119 D Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20510-7218 


Noraber of Pages (including covenihccl) . 


FROM:, 

Detective 

Threat As^sment Section 

OFFICE: (202)224-1495 
FAX: (202)224-0919 


REMARKS: 


^ PSIOURCOKVERSATION 
P~j for YOUR IMFORMA nON 


□ PER YOUR. REQUEST 

PLEaSK CONFIRM RECEIPT 




^7 

//S^ Arj A f 
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( 06 / 61 / 1995 )' 


O o 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 10/26/1996 

To: CID Attn: SA| 

VCMO, VCFU, Room 5042 

WFO 


From: 


Minneapolis 
Squad 3 
Contact : 


SA 


Ext. 3344 


Approved By: 

Drafted By: | 

0 - 

Case ID #: 89A-WF-205433' (Pending) 


b6 

b7C 


Title: UNSUB (S); 

THREAT ON U.S. SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE 
AFO 


Synopsis: Contact with local law enforcement regarding death 

threat on Senator Wellstone. 

Administrative: Reference Minneapolis telcall to SIOG, 

10/26/1996. 


Details: Minneapol is Division receive d a telephone call from 

Deputy Police Chief] | Two Harbors, Wisconsin, 

Police Department, telephone nnmbP-r~r^i s) concerning 

information provided to h im by I | a local DFL Party 

activist and councilman. [ ' ^ ^ ^ 


J advised that he received a 


death threat agains t U.S. Se nator Paul Wellstone on his telephone 
answering machine. I [ stated that he receives numerous 

crank telephone calls concerning W ellstone. He did not believe 

Jdid not recognize the 


this telephone call to be serious, 
voice, but described the voice as a "disguised whisper" which 
stated: "Wellstone will die." 


b6 

b7C 


advised that Wellstone, along with 


Representative James Oberstar and Thomas Bach, is scheduled to 
make a train whistle stop in Duluth, Minnesota, at 2:00 p.m. and 
another stop in Two Har bors. Wisconsin, at 4:30 p.m. on 
10/26/1996. I further advised that he had contacted the 

Duluth Police Department, the FBI Office in Duluth, Minnesota, 
the Lake County Sheriff's Office and would contact Wellstone 's 
staff. 




1 




o 


o 


To: WFO From: Minneapolis 
Re: 9-NEW, 10/26/1996 

SA I contacted SA I. United States 

Secret Service., Minneapolis, Minnesota, telephone ■rmmHQ-r . 

|/ concerning this death threat. SA advised 

that he would contact the U .S. Cap itol Police, Washington^ D.C. 


concerning this threat 
Campaign Manager for S 
death threat . SA 
Duluth, Minnesota, and 
was also contact ed byT 
telephone number I 
situation. ’ 


SA | [ also contact Mr. 

lator Wellstone , and advised! 
also contacted FBI S2 j 
idvised him of the situation. 

I U.S. C apitol Pc 

I, and advised I 


SA| 

Lice, 
of the 


2 


! 



DECLASSIFIED BY 60324UCBAlJ/DKyCHIiT 

OM„06tP|j2010 

•• ‘#b-36 (Rev. 8-29-85) 




FBI 


TRANSMIT VIA: 
E Tdetype 
ED Facsimile 
□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 
[I] Immediate 
E Priority 
n Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 
□ TOP SECRET 


□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 


Date 10/30/96 


I 


FM FBI WMFO (89A-WF-205433) (P) (C-4) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/ 

FBI MINNEAPOLIS /PRIORITY/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 


CITE: //3920// 

PASS; FBIHQ VC/FU SSaI 


b6 

b7C 


c? 


cs 


—o 

SUBJECT; UNSUB; UNITED STATES SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE (mi)- ^ 
VICTIM; CCSCAKA; 00:WFO. 

ON 10/26/96, WFO WAS CONTACTED BY THE UNITED STATES 
CAPITOL POLICE (USCP) , *WHO REPORTED THAT ON THE SI^E DAT 
TELEPHONE CALL WAS RECEIVED AT SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE 'S 
CAMPAIGN HEADQUARTERS AT TWO HARBORS, MINNESOTA. THE 
UNIDENTIFIED CALLER STATED, "WELLSTONE WILL BE DEAD." THE 
CALLER IMMEDIATELY HUNG UP AFTER MAKING THE THREAT. 




Approved: 


Time Received: 


Original filename: O 

Telprep filename: 'P/JJQOISO. AO-a> 

MRI/JULIAN DATE; ! HST JX^'/ ISN: 




FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 
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THE SENATOR'S TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM DOES NOT HAVE 
CALLER IDENTIFICATION SERVICES, AND NO FURTHER INFORMATION 
PERTAINING TO THE ORIGINATING TELEPHONE NUMBER OR IDENTITY OF 
THE CALLER IS KNOWN AT THIS TIME. 

VlNFORMATION PROVIDED TO MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION, WHEREAS THE 

M j 

J^AiyWAS RECEIVED AT THE SENATOR'S CAMPAIGN HEADQUARTERS AT 
TWO HARBORS, MINNESOTA, TELEPHONE NUMBER (612) 643-0828. 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF RECEIVING OFFICES, WFO MAINTAINS 
LIAISON WITH THE UNITED STATES CAPITOL POLICE AND ANY REQUESTS 
BY OFFICIALS FOR INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THIS MATTER SHOULD 
BE DIRECTED TO WFO FOR APPROPRIATE RESOLUTION. 

LEADS: 

WFO 

AT WDC: 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING AT THE UNITED STATES CAPITOL 
POLICE. 

BT 


7 



o 
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0043 MRI 01175 
PP PBIWF 

DE FBIWMFO #0007 3041904 
ZNR UUUUU 
P 301837Z OCT 96 

FM FBI WMFO (89A-WF-205433) (P) (C-4) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI /PRIORITY/ 

FBI MINNEAPOLIS/PRIORITY/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE; //3920// 

PASS: FBIHQ VC/FU SSA| 
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SUBJECT: UNSUB; UNITED STATES SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE (MN) - 

VICTIM; CCSCAKA; 00:WF0. 

ON 10/26/96, WFO WAS CONTACTED BY THE UNITED STATES 
CAPITOL POLICE (USCP) , WHO REPORTED THAT ON THE SAME DATE A 
TELEPHONE CALL WAS RECEIVED AT SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE 'S 
CAMPAIGN HEADQUARTERS AT TWO HARBORS, MINNESOTA. THE 
UNIDENTIFIED CALLER STATED, "WELLSTONE WILL BE DEAD." THE 
CALLER IMMEDIATELY HUNG UP AFTER MAKING THE THREAT. 


s 
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THE SENATOR'S TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM DOES NOT HAVE 
CALLER IDENTIFICATION SERVICES, AND NO FURTHER INFORMATION 
PERTAINING TO THE ORIGINATING TELEPHONE NUMBER OR IDENTITY OF 
THE CALLER IS KNOWN AT THIS TIME. 

INFORMATION PROVIDED TO MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION, WHEREAS THE 
CALL WAS RECEIVED AT THE SENATOR'S CAMPAIGN HEADQUARTERS AT 
TWO HARBORS, MINNESOTA, TELEPHONE NUMBER (612) 643-0828. 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF RECEIVING OFFICES, WFO MAINTAINS 
LIAISON WITH THE UNITED STATES CAPITOL POLICE AND ANY REQUESTS 
BY OFFICIALS FOR INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THIS MATTER SHOULD 
BE DIRECTED TO WFO FOR APPROPRIATE RESOLUTION. 

LEADS: 

WFO 

AT WDC: 

I INVESTIGATION CONTINUING AT THE UNITED STATES CAPITOL 

! 

i POLICE . 

I 

BT 


#0007 


o 


' f I 



* 


i; 

FD-36 (Rev. 8-29-85) 



FBI 


TRANSMIT VIA: 
IS) Teletype 
CD Facsimile 
□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 
Q Immediate 
n Priority 
iZl Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ IJNCLASEFTO 
El UNCLAS 

Date 11^/97 


FM FBI. WMFO (89A-WF-205433) (C) (C-4) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI /ROUTINE/ 

FBI MINNEAPOLIS (INFO) /ROUTINE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 


CITE: //3920// 

PASS: . FBIHQ VC/FU SSA 


b6 

b7C 


53C 


<crt 


O 


SUBJECT: UNSUB; UNITED STATES SENATOR PAUL WELLSTpNE (MN) - 

VICTIM; CCSCAKA; OOtWFO. 

RE WFO TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR AND MINNEAPOLIS, CAPTIONEC^S 
ABOVE, DATED 10/30/96. ^ 

CAPTIONED MATTER WAS INITIATED BASED UPON A CALL RECEIVED 
AT SENATOR WELLSTONE'S CAMPAIGN HEADQUARTERS AT TWO HARBORS, 
MINNESOTA. THE UNIDENTIFIED CALLER STATED, "WELLSTONE WILL BE 
DEAD." THE CALLER IMMEDIATELY HUNG UP AFT lAKING THE 
THREAT. 


Approved 


Time Received: 






MRI/JULIAN DATE: 



(JO. 010 

filename: 

Telprep filename: QmprOlsd.OlO 

i>/£> 


ISN: 


FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE; 


k 



o 
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SINCE THE DATE OF THE ONLY CALL, NO INFORMATION REGARDING 
THE IDENTIFY OF THE CALLER HAS BEEN DEVELOPED BY THE FBI OR 
THE UNITED STATES CAPITOL POLICE (USCP) . NO SIMILAR THREATS 
HAVE BEEN RECEIVED AT THE SENATOR'S OFFICE. 

IN LIGHT OF THE ABOVE, WFO IS CLOSING CAPTIONED MATTER. ‘ 


BT 





Q 


O 

AUTHORIZATION TO OPEN AND ASSIGN A CASE 


To: SAC, Minneapolis Date: lO/^sJOP^ 

From: SS/ | 


Class: 300 Alpha: .A 


Assigned to: M 


Case Squad: 3 

. Status: 


00 : rnP . 



TITLE: , 

- • /0-SL‘?-03: 





Source of information to open case : 

01 Informant 

02 Asset 

03 Asset from other office 

04 Confidential Source- 
,05 -Cooperative Witness 
^^?Local/State Police 

07 U.S. GovemmenfAgency 

08 Foreign Goverriment 

09 Victim 

10 Non-Vic^ih/Coniplaint 

1 1 ■ Other 

Identity ^eft? 
yes/no 


NFIP Classifications ; 

A Counterterrorism 
B -Economic Espiohage 
C- Espionage 

D Foreign Intelligence Activities 
E Perception Managenient 
F Proliferation of Specieil Weapons 
G Targeting the National Infrastructure 
H Targeting the U.S. Government 


Full Initiate‘d_ 
or 

PI Initiated 


b6 
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Set to expire_ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


I 


Precedence ; IMMEDIATE 

To; All Field Offices 
Counterterrorism 


Date; 10/28/2002 


SIOC 

Executive Watch 



Title; Senator Paul Wellstone Memorial Service; 
Minneapolis, MN, 10/29/2002; 

DT Preparedness - Special Events 


Synopsis: To request canvass of logical sources. 


b2 

b6 
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Details: As receiving offices are aware, United States Senator 

Paul Wellstone of Minnesota was killed with his wife and daughter 
in a plane crash in Eveleth, MN, on 10/25/2002. 


On Tuesday, 10/29/2002, a memorial service will be held 
for Senator Wellstone at Williams Arena, University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, MN. The estimated attendance of 20,000 persons will 
include many United States Congress members. State and local 
officials, former President William Clinton and a large press 
contingent. 


To date, no threat information has be en received 
reg arding this event. It has. been learned that! 
the 


Churc h is planning a protest outside the 


of 


has posted a "news releas e" regar ding 


memorial service. 

this protest on the web site www. godhatesfags . com. 
resident of Topeka, KS, and is reference d i n many Fbi case 's, 
including I 1 and I L 

Request that logical sources be queried for threat 
information regar ding this event. Report only p ositive 
information to SA | 


IS a 


b2 

b6 

b7C 


SOlhhOOf.aCL 



To: 

Re: 


All Field Offxces From: .Minneapolis- 

300A-MP-62673, 10/28/2002 


LEAD(s) : 

Set Lead 1 : 

ALL RECEIVING OFFICES 

Query logical sources fror threat information related 
to the Memorial Service being held for Senator Paul Wellstone on 
10/29/2002. Report only positive information to the Minneapolis 
Division. 

Set Lead 2 : (Adm) 

COUNTERTERRORISM 
AT SIOC 


For Information. 


(Rev. 08-28-2000) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence : Routine 

To: Counterterrorism 


Date: 10/31/2002 

SIOC 

Executive Watch 


From: Minneapolis 



Title: Senator Paul Wells tone Memorial Service; 

Minneapolis, MN, 10/29/2002; 

DT Preparedness - Special Events 

Synopsis: To close case. 

Details: As FBIHQ is aware. United States Senator Paul 

Wellstone of Minnesota 'was killed with his wife and daughter in a 
plane crash in Eveleth, MN, on 10/25/2002. 

On Tuesday, 10/29/2002, a memorial service was held for 
Senator Wellstone at Williams Arena, University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, MN. More than 20,000 persons, including 100 United 
States Congress members. State and local officials, former 
President William Clinton and a large, press contingent attended 
the event . 


Minneapolis Division liaison for the event included 
four state/local police departments, US Secret Service and US 
Capitol Police. The event was concluded with only two minor 
medical emergencies. Captioned matter is being closed. 
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To: ■?? From: MlSmeapolis 

Re: 300A-MP-62637, 10/31/2002 


LEAD(s) : 

Set Lead 1 : 

COUNTERTERRORISM 
AT SIOC 

For Information. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date: 10/28/2002 


Precedence: ROUTINE 

To: Minneapolis 

From: Minneapolis 

Squad 5 
Contact : 

Approved B; 

Drafted B; 

Case ID §[ 

Titl 

■ Senator Paul Wellstone Memorial Service; 

Minneapolis, MN, 10/29/2002; 

DT Pr^aredness - Special Events 

Synopsis: To change title. 

Previous Title: Title marked "Changed" to reflect change to 

location. Title previously carried as "St. Paul, MN, 
10/29/2002". 



Details: Captioned event had been opened reflecting the location 

as St. Paul, MN. EC to note change in title to correct location 
of Minneapolis, MN. 


♦♦ 




I I V. - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 10/28/2002 

To: Minneapolis 

Prom: Minneapolis 

Squad 5/ JTTF 

Contact : SA I I 


Approved By : 

Drafted By: | j bhfe^ ^ b2 

Case ID # :y'^^0A-MP-62637 (Pending) ^ 

Title: Senator Paul Wellstone Memorial Service; 

Minneapolis, >MN, 10/29/2002; 

CT Preparedness - Special Events 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE . DO NOT DISSEMINATE TO 
UNAUTHORIZED PERSONS. 

Synopsis: Operations plan for the memorial service to be held 

for the late Senator Paul Wellstone. 

Details : 

I . Situation 

A. Event Title: ^ 

Memorial Seryice, Senator Paul Wellstone, 

10/29/2002. 

Bi. Location and Dates: 

Williams Arena, University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis Minnesota, 10/29/2002. 


C. Activity Concerned: 
1 . Description : 


A memorial service to be held in honor of the late 
US Senator Paul Wellstone. The event will be held in' Williams 
Arena, located on the campus of the University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, MN. 



30lhh003, cjc^ 









To: Minneapolis rrom: Minneapolis 

Re: 300A-MP-62637, 10/28/2002 


COMMAITD POST: 
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F. Cotnmand Post: 



3 











♦♦ 


4 



SSP 

cuss 

SfX'D 

SER_ 

me 


0362 MRI 01690 
00 RUCNFB F8IWMFO 







DE FSIMP S0009 0151845 
ZNR UUUUU 
n 1513432 JAN 91 

FBI i'lINNE Ay'oLIS ( 9A-MP-32 406 ) 
TO DIRECTOR JBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

P3I WMFO/I,’i|(EDTATE/ 

3T 


UNCLAS 

CITE: //2770// 

PASS: BUREAU: VIOLENT CRIMES SECTION 



% 




b6 

SUBJECT: UNSUSj SENATOR PAUL WE LLSTONE-V IC TI Mj THREATENING 

PHONE call; AFO^ 00: NINNEAPOLIS. 

ON 1/14/91, AT APPROXIMATELY 5:15 P,M,,| 

RECEPTIONIST AT SENATOR WELlSTONE’S FORMER CAMPAIGN 

OFFICE, 2401 UNIVERSITY AVENUE, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, RECEIVED 
A PHONE CALL THREATENING THE LIFE OF THE SENATOR. THE PHONE 
CALL CAME IN ON TELEPHONE LINE 612/659-0103. 

STATED THAT THE CALLER WAS nlGHLY UPSET OVER HIS 



( - 604 " 

'^2- 


-0- 
...tt 


'~r'^ I 



PAGE TWO OS FBIilP 009A UNCLAS 

SON 3ETNG IN THc PERSIAN GULF, THE CALLER ALSO STATED THAT 
iEMATOR WELLSTOME WAS KILLING THE AMERICAN TROOPS BY FAILING 
TO BACK THE PRESIDENT. THE CALLER CONTINUED TO SAY THAT IF 
HIS SON IN THE PERSIAN GULF DIES, THEN SENATOR WELLSTONE WILL 
DIE. THE CALLER THEN ASKED HOW LONG SENATOR WELLSTONE WILL BE 
TN OFFICE. I ^EPLIEQ SIX YEARS, Tu WHICH THE CALLER 

REPLIEO, '»H£ WON'T 3F AROUND THAT LONG." THE CALL WAS THEN 
TERMINATED 8Y THE CALLER, 


DESCRIBED THE CALLER AS FOLLOWS: 


believes to be a white male, medium tone VOICE, SOUNDED 

LIKE A BLUE COLLAR WORKER. 

ADVISED THE CALL WAS CLEAR AND BELIEVED IT TO BE 

A LOCAL CALL. 

ALL PROPER NOTIFICATIONS HAVE BEEN MADE, TO INCLUDE THE 
UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE, 

LEAD: 

AT WMFO: 

WILL disseminate THE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE THREAT TO 
SENATOR WELLSTONE TO THE CAPITAL POLICE. 

ST 
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FD-192 

Pa,ge 1 


Title and Character of Case: 
WELLSTONE, PAUL 


Date Property Acquired: Source from which Property Acquired: 

I STAFFER SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE CAMPAIGN 
10/26/2002 ‘-255T5 — UNIVERSITY AVE . b6 

MN b7C 


Anticipated Disposition: Acquired B\ 


Description of Property: 
IB 1 



Da'te Entered 


POST CARD SENT TO SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE' S' CAMPAIGN OFFICE 
LOCATED AT 2550. UNIVERSITY AYE. iOON ST. PAUL, MN. 


Barcode: E02140130 


Location: ECC 


10/28/26,02 




Case Number: 149A-MP-62632 

Owning Office: MINNEAPOLIS 
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To Be Returned □ Yes' B1^ - ; 

Receipt Giver) □'Yes’fef^o • 

Grand, Jury; Materials Disse^ Pursuant- b 7 q 

to Rule;6 (e); Federal Rules ot Criminal Procedure ! 
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De'sc^iqn:^^^ interview of 


» • / , f -r .. ^ 




? . /y/z^i, ; ; 
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SpMial Agent 


United States Capitol Police 
'Piircat Assessment Section 
Investigations Division 
1 19 D St; Roofxi 605 
Washington, DC 20510 


Office I 

Fax (202) 224-0919 
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Brief Description of Communication Faxed; 


. WARNING 

Information attached to the cover sheet is U.S. Government Property. If you arc not the intended recipient of this 
information, disclosure, reproduction, distribution, or use of this information is prohibited (18.USC, § 641). Please 
notify the originator or local FBI OfTice immediately to arrange for proper disposition. 
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From: <11 001 @uslink.net> 

To: I l minneapolis@fbi.gov> 

Sent: Sunday, October 27, 2002 2:08 PM 

Attach: Wellstonel .bmp; Wellstone 31.bmp : Wellstone 32.bmp; Wellstone 3.bmp 

Subject: Wellstone ATTN:| 



Hope that this works - 1 have not looked at all of them — there should be 
four different but similar maps — 

b6 
b7C 

St Louis County Communications 
s Virginia, MN 
218 254 2353 (H) 




10/30/2002 
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plane crash foul play 


Received; 


Received 


Message-ID 
Date 
>From 
User-Agent 

Gecko/2001 1128 Netscape6/6.2.1 
X-Accept-Language: en-us 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: minneapolis@fbi.gov 
Subject: plane crash foul play 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii; format=flowed 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 
X-Mozilla-Status: 8001 
X-MoziIIa-Status2: 00000000 

X-UIDL: 20021 10217324910408db01ke000711 


: Moziiia/i>.U fWmdows; U; Wm98; en-US; CUonUemand; rv:U.9.4) 
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Dear Sirs, 

I have come across information concerning the crash of Senator Paul 
Wellstone's airplane last week that suggests that it was not an accident 
and was in fact murder. As reported in several news sources: 

1. "A pilot who witnessed the incident said the twin-engine craft, seemed 
to veer away from the usual approach to the runway. " This is consistent, 
with the use of a false beacon, since the plane was flying on 
instruments, away from the airfield. 

2. There have also been reports in the media of locals who heard 
gunshots as the plane approached. 

,3. The wide spread of wreckage is consistent with a mid-air explosion, 
prior to the plane reaching the ground. 

This is a serious matter that, requires a serious investigation. Given 
the political ramifications, you should include international 
investigators to ensure a non-partisan investigation. Please do your 
duty vigorously and impartially, and make the US creed of liberty and 
justice mean something. Your DC, office may be clueless and 
obstructionist, but you have the opportunity to do this right. 

Sincere2^^jj^^_^ 

(jorvaxxis, 




lofl 


11/4/02 7:51 AM 



My editorial on Senator Wellstone's death 



Subject: My editorial on Senator Wellstone's death 
Date: Sun, 3 Nov 2002 17:20:50 -0500 


MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: multipart/altemative; 

boundary="-~ -=_NextPart_000_0086j.01C2835D.5B214760" 
X-Priority: 3 

X-MSMail-Priority: Normal 

X-Mailer: Microsoft Outlook Express 5.00.2615.200 
X-MimeOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V5.00.2615.200 
X-Mozilla-Status: 8001 
X-Mozilla-Status2: 00000000 

X-UIDL: 20021 103221904105080he6te00071h 


The death of Senator Wellstone MN was very untimely it was if he had been removed by "accidental 
assassination" to give the Republican party an advantage in the elections. 

The KGB renamed the SVR uses accidental airplane crashes as a means to assassinate opposition leaders & 
other enemy(s) of neo communism. Most people would not even suspect the crash could have been engineered. 

Though in the case of Senator Wellstone the Republican(s) have a lot to gain by controlling the Senate. 

The NWO is developing & uses Political Control Technology(s) Senator Wellstone was one of the strongest 
voice(s) for Human Rights. 

By removing Senator Wellstone MN gives the Republicans an even greater advantage in a much larger arena of 
world politics. 
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Wellstone crash 


Received: 


Received: 


Received: 

X-Originating-IP: 

From: 

BCC: 


mmneapolis@fbi.gov 


Subject: Wellstone crash 

Date: Mon, 04 Nov 2002 22:39:28 +0000 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; format=flowed 
Message-ID: <F157osA91E9GOvnbEG100007c7e@,hotmail.com> 
X-OriginalArrivalTime: 04 Nov 2002 22:39:28.0786 (UTC) FILETIME=[08FEBF20:01C28453] 
X-Mozilla-Status: 8001 
X-Mozilla-Status2: 00000000 

X-UIDL: 20021 10422392910405qq8sge000724 


To: SAC Pierce 


Sir, 

I have been a photographer for about 20 years until I decided to return 
to school at WSU. I began as an Army Photographer and on several occasions 
photographed plane crashes with investigators from the air and on the 
ground. 

There are a few details about the Wellstone crash that has me wondering 
if this might not have been an accident. 

First, the angle that the aircraft crashed into the trees, the fact that 
neither one of the pilots called the tower to report trouble, the intensity 
of the resulting fire, and that the cockpit voice recorder and flight data 
recorder were usually on the plane, but not on this flight. 

I don*t want to run around and start an unwarranted conspiracy theory, I 
am not a conspiracy buff, but I have talked to other qualified and 
influential people about this matter and they have agreed that the 
possibility of sabotage is not beyond the realm of possibility. Before 
takeoff or from ground/air attack. 

If you can initiate an investigation from the aspect of this being an act 
of unlawful death rather than an accident, I and many others who have doubts 
would be most appreciative, 

I*m sure there are security tapes somewhere showing activity around the 
area of the aircraft the day of the incident. 

If there is a perception that this was an assassination, and nothing is 
being done in response, it will have a demoralizing effect on any public 
servant who might dissent from the majority or opposes the power of the 
President. It will also affect the perception of the public on elections, 
voting, and law enforcement. I realize that your office was twarted from 
persuing al-Qaida after your arrest of Moussaoui, which could have saved 
thousands of lives, and hope similar pressure does not, prevent your office 
from investigating the Wellstone crash as a possible assasination. As a 
Political Science Major, I hope the FBI can resume it*s traditional role of 
domestic, law enforcement. 

Thank vou for vour consideraition in this matter. 
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cc:Sen Mark Dayton 


Unlimited Internet access for only $21 .S5/month. Try MSN! 
http: //resourcecenter.msn. com/access/plans/2monthsfree.asp 
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FD-192 


Page 1 

Title and Character of Case: 
WELLSTONE, PAUL 





Date Property Acquired: 
10/26/2002 


Source from wh ich Property Acquired: 

I STAFFER SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE CAMPAIGN 
2550 UNIVERSITY AVE 
MN 



Description of Property: ' Date Entered 

IB 1 

POST CARD SENT TO SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE' S CAMPAIGN OFFICE 
LOCATED AT 2550 UNIVERSITY AVE. 10 ON ST. PAUL, MN 

Barcode: E02140130 Location: ECC 10/28/2002 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence : PRIORITY 


Date: 10/25/2002 


To: Criminal Investigative 

^Minneapolis 


^Prom: Minneapolis 

Squad 6 
Contact : SS 

Approved 


A 


Drafted By: | 

Cas%^ #: 149A-MP- 
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UNSUB; / 

Senator Paul We^stone - Victim 
Destruction of/Aircraft 
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Synopsis: To open captioned investigation. 

Details: On 10/25/2002, a private airplane en-route to Eveleth, 

Minnesota crashed. Senator Paul Wellstone, Democratic Senator 
from the State of Minnesota was a passenger on the plane with his 
wife and daughter, and three staff members and two pilots. There 
were no survivors. 


Minneapolis has responded with agents from the Duluth 
RA, Bemidii and the Minneapolis ERT. SAC Minneapolis and SSA 
I are responding to the crash sight. 


None 

IDT - No 




To: 

Re: 


0 

Criminal Investigative 
149A-MP-, 10/25/2002 


From: Minneapolis 


LEAD(s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE 
AT WASHINGTON. DC 
Read and clear. 


♦♦ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 10/28 /2002 


\ I Golden Valley, Minnesota 

(MN) , telephone number | \ was contacted at. her 

residence regarding the dental records for Richard Edward Conry, an 
airplane pilot for Senator Paul Weiistone. 


I laccepted custody of the dental records for Conry on 
behalf of her husband, Dr. l I provide d a 

handw ritten receipt for the dental records. SA l I provided 

I I with the name and telephone number of Conr y ' s dentist. Dr. 

I 1 telephone number I I to facilitate the 

return of the dental records. 
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Investigation on 10/27/2002 at Golden Vallev, Minnesota 

Date dictated 


File « 149A-MP-62632 

by ' 


SA 


;gsk 




10/28/2002 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 10/26/2002 


A telephone call came into the campaign of fice of S enator 


Paul Wellstone at approximately 1:45 pm. The call er f 
Jacksonville.. Florida, telephone number 


web sitel 
call. 


explained the reason for his 


1 1 believed thatl 

1 

1 andl 1 


r 

l. were responsible for 

b6 

Senator Wellstone *s plane crash. 

believed that these 

b7C 

individuals disconnected the de-icers 

on Wellstone 's plane. 



1 1 I indicated that his Attorney | | 

1 Eagan, Minnesota, was i n direct c ontact with Senator Paul 

Wellstone and his staff members. I I stated that Wellstone 

and his staff were working on scheduling Sen ate hearings for after 
he was elected so that they could expose the I I sta ted 

that if the hearing were to happen everyone would find that the | 
was connected to Organized Crime and overlooking the enforcement 
of the trucking laws and safety regulations. 


I I staff member for Sena tor Wellstone, c hecked 

with I I Lab~^ Committee member; and | 

Legislative Director, who both indicated that they were not aware 
of any Senate hearing being scheduled to discuss this topic,. 
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Investigation on 10/26/2002 at St. Paul. Minnesota 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 10/26/2002 


campaig n, office telep hone number 


Staffer f or Senator Paul Wellstone's 


number [ 


home telephone 


] was interviewed at their campaign 


headqua rters located at 2550 University Ave., St. Paul, Minnesota. 

I I was advised as to the identity of the interviewing agent and 

the purpose of the interview. | | provided the following 

^ ^ » _ _ * * 


information: 


received the mail from the postal carrier on 


b6 
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Thursday, Octo ber 24, 2002, n ron am and 2:00 pm 


another 


I I home telephone number 

employee for Wellstone's campaign, began opening the indi vidual 
pieces of mail received that day. While opening the mail 


came across a postcard containing threatening language written on 
it with no return address or name. 


I [stated that their office occasionally receives 

threatening phone ca lls and letters, but this letter was much more 
concerning to them. I I stated that aftar rfioei ving the post, 

card Wellstone's office contacted Agent [wi th the Capital 
Police, in Washington D.C. According to | | they were told that 

two members of the House also had received letters that appeared 
similar in hand writing and the type of post card used. 


I 1 placed the post card in a zip-lock plastic bag to 

preserve the post card. I I stated that, several individuals had 


more 
bag. 
with _ 
number 


than li 


kely touched the post card before it was placed in the 
indicated th at she had tou ched the post card along 
and possilp ly I I State Director, cell phone 


j 


Investigation on 10/26/2202 a» St. Paul, Minnesota 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence ; ROUTINE 
To; Minneapolis 
From; Minneapolis 


Date; 10/29/2002 


Attn; SSA 


Title: 


UNSUB; 

Senator Paul Wellstone - Victim; 
Destruction of Aircraft 




b2 
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Synopsis; Lead to interview 


Details; On 10/29/2002, Special Agent I I U.S. 

Capitol Police, advised the FBI that Senator We llstone 's office 
in St. Paul had received telephone calls from, a I . , ~l 

who was in sistant, t hat someo ne retu rn his call. SA I 

telephoned I I. who told I I that he was a I 


last name unknown. 


advised SA 


that 


hated 


Senator Wellstone and an d threatened to sabotage his plane, if he. 


could get away with i t. 


phone 


I 


] 


can be contacted at cell 


The above information was furnished to 
NT SB , who r equested that the FBI conduct an in-person inteirview 

°f i : 



I M ryf- 


o 


p ■ 


o 


To: Minneapolis From: Minneapolis 

Re: 149A-MP-62632, 10/29/2002 


LEAD(s) : 

Set Lead 1: 


MINNEAPOLIS 


♦♦ 


AT MINNEAPOLIS 


Conduct in person interview of 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 10/29/2002 


I I Special Agent, United States Capital 

Police, Threat Assessment Section Investigations Division, 119 D 
St., NE, room 605, Washington DC 20510, arrived at, the office of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) on October 29, 2002, at 
approximately 12:10 p.m. 


. Writer t urned over evidence that was obtained by the FBI 

from I I Staffer for Senator Paul Wellstone's campaign. 

The evidence was obtained on October 26, 2002, from Wellstone's 
office located .at 2550 University Ave., Suite lOON, St. Paul, 
Minnesota. The evidence obtained was a post card that contained a 
threatening message. 

Writer complete d a FD- 597. releasing the, above stated 
evidence to Special Agent F I who then took possession of the 
post card. 


Invesligation on > 10/29/2002 


Minneapolis. Minnesota 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence; ROUTINE Date: 11/07/2002 

To; Minneapolis Attn; SSA 

From; Minneapolis 

Squad 4 /Duluth RA 

Contact: SA | | 

Approved By : 

Drafted By; ^ 

Case ID #; 149A-MP-62632 '(Pending) ^ 

Title; SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE (DECEASED) ; 

SHEILA WELLSTONE (DECEASED) ; 

MARCIA WELLSTONE MARKUSON (DECEASED) ; 

MARY MCEVOY (DECEASED) ; 

THOMAS LAPIC (DECEASED) ; 

WILL MCLAUGHLIN (DECEASED) ; 

RICHARD CONRY (DECEASED) ; 

MICHAEL GUESS (DECEASED) ; 

CRASH OF BEECH KING AlOO at EVELETH, MN 
10/25/2002 

DESTRUCTION OF AIRCRAFT 

Synopsis; Information received and furnished to NTSB.' 


Attn; SSA 


Details; On 10/26/2002. a d iscussion was held with the NTSB Lead 
Investigator, | to advise him of information which 

had come to the attention of the FBI during the first day 
following the crash of the plane which carried Senator Paul 
Wellstone an d seven o thers. The, following information was 
furnished to I I 


1. The Capitol Police advised that a threatening 
postcard was received at the St. Paul Office of Senator Paul 
Wellstone on or about 10/24/2002. The writing on the postcard 
appeared to the Capitol Police to be identical with handwriting 
on a similar postcard recently received by two members of the 
House. This matter was being investigated by the Capitol Police. 

2 . Capitol Police further advised that on or about 
10/23/2002 a voice mail message was received at Senator 
Wellstone 's office which stated, "The Senator SOB should be shot," 
or words to that effect. The voice sounded to staff members like 
that of an elderly intoxicated male. There was no caller ID. 

- 

fndoxgd L 


Minneapolis From: Minneapolis 

149A-MP-62632, 11/07/2002 


3 . An Ely Lake resident reported hearing shots in the 
woods during the morning hours sometime before the plane went 
down. 


4. A Wellstone staff member reported that after the 
plane crash they received a telephone call from a Jacksonville, 
Florida, resident who believed that board members of the/J^merican 
Trucking Association were responsible for the plane cr^;^, and 
speculated that these individuals had disconnected the de-icers 
on Wellstone 's plane. / 

,5. Capitol Police advised that Senato^^ WelLstnnp ' s . 
office r eceive d a voicp mail message on 10/26/0^ from 

n phone r I an apparent -formey Executive. 

.Aviatio n employee, who advised tnat~'there had peen a prior plane 
crash in Denver, Colorado, involving an Executive Aviation plane. 


representative ! [reported overhearing an Ely Lake 

resident at a local McDonald ' s restaurant state that he had heard 
a plane go overhead twice, and that the plane went over very low 
the second time. 


Minnesota Dep artment of Public^ Safety 


7. The St . Louis Count y Sheriff's Office reported that^^'^ 
a local resident, ~l advised them that he believed a 

neo-fascist organization was tied to the plane crash. 

I advised that the NTSB would look into the 

information furnished by the former Executive Aviation employee 
re prior history of its plane (s), and that NTSB investigators 
would interview local witnesses who saw or heard the plane in the 
area prior to the crash. NTSB investigators would also look at 
the wreckage for indications of damage to the plane, including 
the de-icing equipment. He advised that no further action by the 
FBI to the above furnished information was necessary at this 
time, and that the NTSB would advise the FBI if its investigation 
revealed any indication that the crash was due to anything other 
than accidental causes. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Attn; 



Precedence: ROUTINE 

To; Minneapolis 

From; Minneapolis 

Squad 4/Dulutl 
Contact ; SA \ 


Approved By; 
Drafted By: 


Case ID #; 149A-MP-62632 (Pending) / 

Title: SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE (DECEASED); 

SHEILA WELLSTONE (DECEASED) ; 

MARCIA WELLSTONE MARKUSON (DECEASED) ; 
MARY McEVOY (DECEASED) ; 

THOMAS LAPIC (DECEASED) ; 

WILL MCLAUGHLIN (DECEASED) ; 

RICHARD CONRY (DECEASED) ; 

MICHAEL GUESS (DECEASED) ; 

CRASH OF BECH KING AlOO at EVELETH, MN; 
10/25/2002 

DESTRUCTION OF AIRCRAFT 


Date: 11/07/2002 


Synopsis : 


interview information furnished to NTSB. 


Details; On 10 /30/2002, the re sults of t 
I was furnished to 

advised that the NTSB had also contacted 
It was noted thatF 


interview of 
NTSB . I 

I by telephone . 


I whether he still worked for Executive Aviation, or 
whether he could have or would have worked on the Beech King AlOO 
before its crash on 10/25/2002. 

I advised that the examination of the wreckage 
and the- NTSB investigation to date revealed no ind.ication of 
tampering. He adyised that in the normal course of investigation 
the NTSB would review the maintenance records of the aircraft, 

and they would advise the FBI if further identificatio n of 

or investigation at Executive Aviation due to I I 

remarks was warranted. In light of the above, UACB, no further 
investigation by the FBI re Executive Aviation will be conducted ^ 
unless so requested by the NTSB. 
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Date of transcription 10/29/2002 


date of birtl:{ 


Iwinnesota, 55742, home telephone number 


Minnes qta 
agent, 


was interviewed at the Fayal Township Hall, Fayal, 
Aft er being advised of the identity of the interviewing 
^provided the following information: 


advised that at approximately 8:30 a.m. this 


morning he left his home to look for timberwolves near the Fire 
Trail Road which, runs next to the Embarrass River. He had been at 
this location the, previous Wednesday and observed a timberwolf and 
was hoping to catch a glimpse of the wolf again. He spent most of 
this morning approximately 2.0 miles North of Bodas Road on the 
Fire Trail Road. He believes, but is not quite sure of the exact 
time, he heard gun shots around 10:00 a.m. The gun shots were just 
South of Bodas Road, approximately two miles straight South from 
his location. He first heard a single gun shot, then a few seconds 
later another single gun shot. He thought maybe someone was 
shooting target practice. Then ] | heard 3-4 quick gun shots, 

then silence. This did not seem like target practice, but he 
thought nothing more of the quick shots. He arrived back home at 
approximately 11:45 a.m. and his wife informed him that Senator 
Wellstone's plane crashed in the area. He thought nothing of the 

advised that he 


gun shots he heard earlier in the morning. [ 


is ceratin that the gunshots he heard were fired from a high 
powered rifle, possibly a 30-06 caliber rifle. 

This evening he watched the 6:00 p.m. news an d this ti me 
he recalled the gunshots in the area of the crash site.| |felt 

it was his civic duty to let someone know about the gunsnots . He 
did not see the plane nor did he hear a plane that morning. | | 

pointed out his location, the approximate area of the gun shots and 
the approximate area of the crash site on a map^. (Placed in lA) 


SA 


Acting NTSB Chairman 


Immediately oag sed on the above inform ation to 
NTSB Lead Investigator I I 


] This information was furnished to NTSB Investigator 
on October 26, 2002. 


Investigation on 10/25/2002 at Faval Township, 
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sc osoon 0II-50-3S93 

SCIEIG 


IDENTIFICftTIOH OATS UPDATED 2002/02/20 

THE CRIHIXAL HISTORY RECORD IS HAIHTAIHED 
FOLLOHIHG: 

F8I - F6I/970061A3 

THE RECORD(S) CAH BE OBTAINED THROUGH THE INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION 
INDEX BY USING THE APPROPRIATE NCIC TRANSACTION, 


END 


AHuAVAIlABLE FROH THE 


TO: FBI-19313 Fri Nov 01, 2002 09:43:04 OHOS8A938AHO 

FROH: CCH Fri Nov 01, 2002 09:43:03 

QH RESPONSE 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
BUREAU OF CRIMINAL APPREHENSION 
COMPUTERIZED CRIMINAL HISTORY/ 

IDENTIFICATION SERVICES 
1246 UNIVERSITY AVE, ST PAUL, HN 55104 - 4197 
(651) 642-0670 
TTY (651) 282-6555 

THE FOLLONIHG CRIMINAL IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION RECORD IS BASED ON YOUR 
INQUIRY OF: CONRY, RICHARD. EDHARD DOB: 194 7/05/11 PURPOSE: C 

DATE/IIME REQUESTED: 2002/11/01 09:44 BY: S/ | [ 49-MP-62632 

ttitntttttxxtttttxuxtutntnnnmmtttnttxnmtxnttnnnntnttnttni 

ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT 
T ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADUL 



tr tr 


STATE OF HIHHESOTA 
OEPARTMEHT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
BUREAU OF CRIMINAL APPREHENSION 
COMPUTERIZED CRIMINAL. HISTORY/ 

IDENTIFICATION SERVICES 
1246 UNIVERSITY AVE, ST PAUL, MN 55104 - 4197 
(651) 642-0670 
TTY (651) 282-6555 

THE FOLLOHIHG COURT INFORMATION RECORD IS BASED ON EXACT HATCH ON YOUR 
INQUIRY OF: COHRY, RICHARD 008: 19 47/05/11 PURPOSE: C 

DATE/TIME REQUESTED: 2002/11/01 09:44 BY: SA | [ 149-MP-626S2 

unttttntnttttmtttnnnntinnmiittutttnnntttttnntttuttutttutt 

SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE 

SE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SU 

untitutttntutttitttmntutttunttttttnttttttttnttttittutttttttttttttt 


" NO MATCHES MERE FOUND FOR THIS SEARCH ” 

t 

END OF RECORD 






F!!-Wli fri to 01, 2002 0?;Q 
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III (651) 2S2-6555 
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DOIE/IISE SEUOESIEO: 2002/11/01 00:00 SI: SjQlOO-SP-62632 
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QRN PHD/* ,ORl/HNF8IHPO0.F8I/97OO6lft3 .SID/ 

ath/saI I 

PUfi/C 


THIS QUERY HAS 8EEN SENT TO THE F8I. 


TO: FBI-19318 Fri Hov 01, 2002 09:43:47 0VHS8A938B78 

FROM: HCICASYl Fri Nov 01, 2002 09:43:47 
FL010VHS8A938B78377- 
KHFBIHPOO 

THIS INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX RESPONSE IS THE RESULT OF YOUR 
RECORD REQUEST FOR F8I/97006LA3. THE FOLIOHING HILL RESPOND TO YOUR 
AGENCY: 

FBI - F8I/97006LA3 

END 


TO: FBI-19319 Fri Nov 01, 2002 09:43:48 0VHS8A938B78 

FROM: HCICASYl Fri Nov 01, 2002 09:43:48 
4L010VHS8A938B78377 

HHFBIMP22 

atn/sa[ 

THIS RECORD IS BASED ONLY OH THE FBI NUMBER IN YOUR REQUEST-97006LA3, 
BECAUSE ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS MAY BE MADE AT ANY TIME, A HEM COPY 
SHOULD BE REQUESTED KHEK NEEDED FOR SUBSEQUENT USE. 

- FBI' lOENTI/ICATIOH RECORD - 


HHEN EXPLANATION OF A CHARGE OR DISPOSITION IS NEEDED, COMMUNICATE 
DIRECTLY HITH THE AGENCY THAT FURNISHED THE DATA TO THE FBI. 

NAME FBI NO. DATE REQUESTED 

CONRY, RICHARD EDHARD 97006LA3 2002/11/01 

SEX RACE BIRTH DATE HEIGHT HEIGHT EYES HAIR BIRTH PLACE 

H H 1947/05/11 511 130 8LU BLN MINNESOTA 

FINGERPRINT CLASS PATTERN CLASS 

DO 37 15 19 20 HU LS fiS RS fiS LS LS LS LS LS 

24 17 18 20 19 RS HU HU HU HU HU HU 

LS 

1-ARRESTED OR RECEIVED 1989/11/09 

AGEHCY-US POSTAL INSP SERV SAINT PAUL (MNPOOOlOO) 

AGENCY CASE-0389152-FB 
CHARGE 1-MAIL FRAUD 


COURT- 

CHARGE-HAIL FRAUD 
SEHTENCE- 

04-27-90,2YRS,5YRS PROBATION 

2-ARRESTED OR RECEIVED 1990/03/08 

AGENCY-FED PRISON CAMP YANKTON (S0033017C) 
AGENCY CASE-04295041 
CHARGE 1-AlD i ABET HAIL FRAUD 8 CIS 


b6 

b7C 



o 


tUUM" 

CHAR6E-AI0 4 A8ET MAIL FRAUD 8 CIS 
SEHTENCE- 

2 YRS EACH COUNT CONCURRENT 5 YRS PROB^ON 


ALL ARREST ENTRIES CONTAINED IN THIS FBI RECORD ARE BASED ON 
FINGERPRINT COHPARISONS AND PERTAIN TO THE SANE INDIVIDUAL. 

THE USE OF THIS RECORD IS REGULATED BY LAN, IT IS PROVIDED FOR 
OFFICIAL USE ONLY AND HAY BE USED ONLY FOR THE PURPOSE REQUESTED. 

END OF RECORD 


TO: f 81-19320 Fri Nov 01, 2002 09:45:25 0K0S8A938BZA 

FROM: CCH Fri Nov 01, 2002 09:45:25 


QH ml* .ORI/HHFBIHPOO. 
NAH/GUESS, MICHAEL 
D0B/19 720919. SEX/H.RAC/U. PUR/C 
ATH/SA I [149-HP-62632 


THIS QUERY HAS BEEN SENT TO THE FBI. THE MN RESPONSE IS BEING PROCESSED. 


TO: FBI-19321 Fri Nov 01, 2002 09:45:26 0H0S8A93BBZA 

FROM: NCICASYl Fri Nov 01, 2002 09:45:26 
NL010HOS8A938BZA020 
HNFBIHPOO 

NO IDENTIFIABLE RECORD IN THE HCIC INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX 
(III) FOR PUR/C.NAM/GUESS, MICHAEL. 008/19720919.RAC/U.SEXyM. 

END 


TO: FBI-19322 Fri Nov 01, 2002 09:45:30 0H0S8A938BZA 

FROM: CCH Fri Nov 01, 2002 09:45:29 

QH RESPONSE 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
BUREAU OF CRIMINAL APPREHENSION 
COMPUTERIZED CRIMINAL HISTORY/ 

IDENTIFICATION SERVICES 
1246 UNIVERSITY AVE, ST PAUL, MN 55104 - 4197 
(651) 642-0670 
TTY (651) 282-6555 

THE FOLLOHING CRIMINAL IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION RECORD IS BASED ON YOUR 
INQUIRY OF: GUESS, MICHAEL DOB: 197 2/09/19 PURPOSE: C 

DAIE/TIME REQUESTED: 2002/11/01 09:46 BY: SA l I 49-MP-62632 

tttiutututtttituttnttnnttntnuututttttitttttutttttttxttuituttttitt 

ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT 
T ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADULT ADUL 
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xftuttunmnnxttuintnnntttntmtnmtnumnnttutttnnntttnu 



o 


lit t031 I Z0^-033b 

THE F0LL0HIH6 COURT INFORHftTION RECORD IS OH EXACT HATCH OH YOUR 
IHQUIRY Of: GUESS, MICHAEL * *i)Q8; 19 72/09/19 PURPOSE: C 

OATE/TIHE REQUESTED: 2002/11/01 09:46 BY: S< | | l49-HP-62632 

tttttxtiutitttntitttttttutttnttntxttttttttttttxttixuttttttuituiittutttx 

SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE 

SE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SUSPENSE SU 

xxxxxtxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 


- HO HATCHES HERE FOUND FOR THIS SEARCH 

X 

END OF RECORD 


TO: FBI-19324 Fri Nov 01, 2002 09:45:31 OHOS8A938BZA 

FROM: CCH Fri Nov 01, 2002 09:45:30 

8H RESPONSE 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
BUREAU OF CRIMINAL APPREHENSION 
COMPUTERIZED CRIMINAL HISTORY/ 

IDENTIFICATION SERVICES 
1246 UNIVERSITY AVE, ST PAUL, MH 55104 - 4197 
(651) 642-0670 
TTY (651) 282-6555 

THE FOLLOHING CRIMINAL IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION RECORD IS BASED ON YOUR 
INQUIRY OF: GUESS, MICHAEL DOB: 19 72/09/19 PURPOSE: C 

OATE/IIME REQUESTED: 2002/11/01 09:46 BY: SA l I 149-HP-62632 

txxxxxxxxtxxxxxxxxtxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxtxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxt 


JUVENILE JUVENILE JUVENILE JUVENILE JUVENILE JUVENILE JUVENILE 
LE JUVENILE JUVENILE JUVENILE JUVENILE JUVENILE JUVENILE JU 


THE FOLLOHING DATA HAS OBTAINED FROM JUVENILE RECORDS MAINTAINED AT THE BCA. 
-- HO MATCHES HERE FOUND FOR THIS SEARCH - 

X 

END OF RECORD 


TO: FBI-19325 Fri Nov 01, 2002 09:46:05 08HS8A938C98 

FROM: PERSONSM Fri Nov 01, 2002 09:46:05 
HO HIT HANTED PERSON FILE 
QP HAM/CONRY, RICHARD EDHARD.008/19470511 


TO: FBI-19326 Fri Noy 01, 2002 09:46:06 08HS8A938C98 

FROM; NCICSYNC Fri Nov 01, 2002 09:46:05 
1L01DSHS3A93SC98464 
HNF8IMP00 
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(Rev. 08-28-2000) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence : ROUTINE 

To : Laboratory Attn : 

Evidence Response Team Unit 


Date; 


11/05/2002 



From: Minneapolis Evi dence Response Team 

Contact : SA 

Approved By: | b6 

Drafted By: | ^ f 

Case ID #:/l^A-MP-62632')'2'( Pending) 

66F-MP-36065A 

Title: UNSUB; 

SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE - VICTIM; 

DESTRUCTION OF AIRCRAFT 

Synopsis: To advise of Minneapolis Evidence Response Team (MP ERT) 

callout for the above captioned incident. 

Details: On Friday, 10/25/2002, at approximately 10:30 AM, a turbo 

prop aircraft, carrying United States Senator Paul Wellstone (Democrat 
Minnesota), his wife, daughter, three staff members, and two pilots, 
crashed in a wooded, swampy area south of the Eveleth, MN airport. 
Minneapolis ERT was dispatched to the scene at approximately 1 PM to 
assist the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) in their 
investigation of the crash. 

The initial briefing was held at approximately 10 PM Friday 
evening. Those in attendance included the NTSB, MP ER.T, the St. Louis 
County Sheriff's Office (SLCSb), the St. Louis County Medical 
Examiner, and the Eveleth Fire Department Chief. At the briefing, the 
MP ERT was informed that the crash site debris field was relatively 
small and located on a high/dry spot in an area otherwise surrounded 
by bogs. Additionally, the scene was going to be very difficult 
because it was approximately 500 yards from the nearest paved, road and 
accessible only by walking through intermittent knee deep mud. It was 
determined that the body recovery process would begin at approximately 
8 AM the next morning. 




SEARCHED. 

serjalized. 


iNDEXEDil 


NOV 2 0 20021 

FBI-MINNEAPQ1.I.<^ 


3CR(fcU0/. 
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To: 

Re: 


o 

Laboratory From: Minneapolis 

149A-MP-62632, 11/05/2002 


By Saturday morning, a custom built vehicle called "The 
Brute", specifically designed for use in this type of terrain, and a 
tracked piece of firefighting equipment, had been brought to the scene 
to shuttle' personnel from, the paved road to the crash site. MP ERT 
initially assisted the NTSB in searching the wooded area around the 
crash site to locate and flag the flight data recorder, aircraft parts 
and signs of prop shear in the trees. Subsequently, the St. Louis 
County Medical Examiner arrived and spent more than six hours 
carefully removing the badly burned remains of the eight, victims. 

MP ERT then sifted through the remaining ash and wreckage to 
locate additional human remains, personal effects, and aircraft, parts 
such as switches and gauges as indicated by the NTSB personnel. MP ERT 
located numerous personal items that included bone fragments, watches, 
rings, campaign buttons, keys, and coins. MP ERT also assisted in 
measuring, photographing, sketching and otherwise documenting the 
/ site. All human remains and personal effects were turned over to the 
Medical Examiner. All aircraft, parts were turned over to the NTSB at. 
the scene. 


On 10/27/2002, at. the Sunday night progress meeting, the 
NTSB investigator in charge, I ~l indicated that they no j^g 

longer required assistance from the MP ERT. He stated on several b 7 c 
occasions that he greatly appreciated our help and willingness to 
perform tasks such as sifting. 

On Monday 10/28/2002 MP ERT returned to Minneapolis. 
Approximately 300 hours were expended by the 8 members of the MP ERT 
that, responded to this incident. 
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RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES 


Orally 10/:;^F>/7.007! Written Communication 

(date) (date) 

Information concerning: (Include DRUG MATTERS here.) 

EVELETH PLANE CRASH 


I 


Information furnished from File, Serial, and Page Number; 91A-MP- 62 0 0 9 

0 On 10/25/2002 a continuing disclosure was initiated with 

(date) 


NTSE 

of the investigation. 


(agency) 


and will be maintained until the conclusion 


Information furnished to : |and 

investigators for the Eveleth plane crash. 


NTSB lead 


Remarks: 
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Employee Furnishing Information 


K66- 3 2 0 7A 

fl-)l4S^P-62632 



Searc’nsd — — 
Serializ^^d — 
!ndsxed u . 




FD.302(Rev. 10-6-95) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 11/01/2002 


employment addre 
telephone number 


date of birthi 


telephone number I | home address of| | 

I I Minneapolis. MN; Minnesota dr-ivc^rs; I -j non gp* 

I Social Security Account Numbe u I was 

contacted at his place of employment and advised of t he identi ty of 
interviewing agents and the nature of the interview. I ~l 

provided the following information. 

During the fall, of 2000, was employed with 

Executiv e Aviat ion and| [Last name unknown (LNU) was his shift 

leader. I Ilnu was not a well liked man who always wanted to be 

in contr ol^ I | LNU w as known at the shop as "The Nazi". 

II could not recall I I last name ot her than it was G erman 

sounding. The actu al lead mechanic is | |lnu, and| | could 

not recall last name. 

In the fall of 2000, during the campaign season. Senator 
Wellstone's plane had just arrived into the hangar. I 


^ I in November 2000, was in charge of the day's 

shift and had a younger co-worKer in the shoo. In addi tion to 
being responsible for the mechanic' s that day , I T was also 

managing the ground servicing crew. | ( received a request 

from a pilot to prepare a certain model plane for an immediate 
medivac flight. However, a another plan e which w as being serviced 
by I I LNU was blo cking t he plane that I | needed. | ~| 

tried to reason with I I LNU . but | lnu would not move the 

plane. Consequently, had to prepare another plane for the 


2 _Jlight. However, 
I LNU was blo ckinc 
:o reason with I 
Consequently,^ 


medivac mission. 


Befdre l H chose the substitute plane, he tried 

(without I | lnu present) to m ove the plane, but the pla ne could 

not be relocated. Subsequently,! |LNU discovered that,| 


Investigation on 10/30/2002 at Roseville, MN 

File# 149A-MP-62632 

SA 7 

by S A 


Date dictated 11/01/2002 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and i^ loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency 


» V* 

FD-302a(Rev. 10-6-95) 



o 


149A-MP-62632 


Continuation of FD-302 of 



FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95) 


o 


G 


- 1 - 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription H/21/2002 


On Octobe r 28, 
and released to Dr. I 


Medical Center Mesabi, Ribbing, Minnesota: 


2002, the following items were transported 
] Medical Examiner, University 


1 . Large metal watch 

2. Smaller metal watch 

3 . Set of keys 

4. Miscellaneous metal pieces, including glass 
bottle and buttons 

5 . Miscellaneous fragments 

These items were recovered by' the FBI Evidence Response 
Team at the plane crash site. 
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Investigation on 10/28/2002 a« Ribbing , MN 
File # 149A-MP-62532 — 




by SA 


kaf 


Date dictated 10/29/2002 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEW CLUES: Investigators have found 
no explanation for the plane’s sudden 
change of course after a routine flight. 

BY HANNAH ALLAN, TODD NELSON, 

PHILLIP PINA AND CHARLES LASZEWSKI 
SI.PAUlHONEtRmSS 

Tlie' plane carrying Sen. Paul Wellstone 
began to drift off course at least-two 'minutes 
before it crashed, the -first, sigh of trouble in 
Uie flight and.one that so. far has no explana- 
tion, officials said Sunday. 

With much of the plane reduced to ashes 
hy the devastatii^ impact arid ensviing fire, 
investigators sift^ throiigh debris by hand 
Sunday, collecting even dime-siieddtems they 
hoped were dues in figuring out why the air- 
craft swerved and dove to the ^imd„killing 
Wellstone and seven others Friday moming. 
In addition to combing over maintenance re- 
cords, officials^are determining' the condition 
of the engines, ’propellers -and other ^uip- 
nient . . • ' 

So far, the effort has yield^ a few pieces.of 
the cockpit, part of the.dtimeter and possibly 
part of another puge. . 

Wellstone*, 58, was headed to a funeM wiUi 
his wife, Sheila, 58, and daughter, Marcia, 
The others on hoard were campaign staff 
members Tom Lapic, Mary McEvpy and Will 


Sfee CR/^H, Page 8A ' 



JIMMONE/i^ddATEDFRESS 


Federal invest^ators on Sunday, sift 
through, the wreckage of the ft^-engine - ^ 
plane that crashed near Eveleth on Fri- 
day, killing Sen. Paul Wellstone along, 
uith his wife, daughter and five others. 

Clues to the cause ofthe crash have been- . 
slow to emerge. 
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CRASH I No evidence of any problems during flight 


From Page lA 


jMcLaughlii^ Capt Richard 
'Conry and copilot Michael 
Guess. All were killed. 

Remains of the victims 
were to be rdeased to their 
families as soon as autopsies 
are complete. 

1 The flight, which left the 
Twin Cities at 9:37 ajn. Pri- 
had been routine until 
its final minutes, according to 
1 a reconstruction of the fligh t 
based on radar data reviewed 
by investigators from the Na- 
tional Transportation Safety 
.Board. 


At 10:18 ajn., the pilot got 
( Clearance to land at the Eve- 
(.leth-Vfrginia Municipd Air- 
■port, lined up the aircraft 
wifli the runway and was 
hiding straight west Every- 
thing appeared routine, said 
Carol Carmody, acting NTSB 
(chairwoman. 


, “There was no evidence or 
I the controller’s part, or from 
the pilot’s voice that there 
w^ any difficulty, ’’ Cannody 
said of the last conversatior 
between the pilot and the 
I ground. “No reported proh 
lems. No expressed concern.” 


! Something changed in the 
next 60 seconds, because at 
1 10:19 ajn. the twin-enghie air- 
■ craft began drifting slightly to 
[the sou^, radar showed. The 
last appearance on the radar 
came about two minutes later 
as the plane was just north of 
the crash site’s east side. 


“A normal, landing would 
have continued heading 
straight west,” Carmody said. 
“We find the whole turn curi- 
ous.” 


Carm(^ said investigators 
are looking for dues concem- 
ling: 



AHHOHE/ASSOOAIEDRreSS 

A photo of Sen. Paul Wellstone (right) and his campaign 
worker Will McLaughlin was placed as a infinmrial at the 
site of the plane crash that killed Wellstone; his wife, 
Sheila; his daughter, IVfarcia Wellstone Markuson; 
McLaughlin; and four others Frid^. 


I An airport landing bea- 


■ The de-icing boots on the 
plane’s tail and wings and 
whether they were worltibig 
and whether tiie pilot had 
used them. At 10:01 a.m., the 
pilot was cleared to Evdeth 
and. given an -advisory con- 
cerning reports of icing be- 
tween 9,000 and 11,000 feet 

■ The engines, removed 
finm the crash field Sunday 
and taken to the airport and 
to what extent they were 
working when the plane 
crashed. 


■ The propellers and their 
condition. 


con, owned and maintained 
by the state, that the FAA 
found to be slightly out of tol- 
erance Saturday and was re- 
testing Sunday. 

■ The plane’s maintenance 
records and the pilots’ re- 
cords. Carmody said a review 
of the maintenance records, 
still incomplete, had turned 
up nothing unusual She said 
she had received no informa- 
tion on the pilots. 

NTSB officials estimated 
they would spend three to five 
more days on-site. 


The crash site is so densely 
wooded that the area was 
dark even though the sim was 
shining Sunday. The plane is 
mostly ashes; part of the tail 
and part of the right wing ap- 
peared to be the only recog- 
nizable pieces. 

In about a 50-foot radius 
around the craft, the ground 
was charred Purple tape was 
attached to trees that had 
damage from the plane. One 
had been hit by a propeller. 
The descent of the plane into 
the trees was visible, a trail 
indicating a fast dive after the , 
plane initially struck the 
trees. 

For several pilots, Friday’s < 
t^edy brought back memo- 
ries of the 1993 cra^ near 
Hibbing, in which 18 people 
died, hr both crashes, tire ' 
planes encountered bad ' 
weather and w^ flown by I 
two-pilot teams of a veteran 
airman and a co-pilot with frtr ^ 
fewer hours logg^ in the air. j 

After a six-month investiga- : 
tion into the Hibbing crash 
that brought out contentious 
details about the conduct of 
the pilot and inexperience of 
the co-pilot, the NTSB ruled ' 
the crash was caused by sev- • 
einl factors. Among themi 
were pilot error and the feet ! 
that the plane lacked certain 
pieces of safety equipment, 
that have long been standard 
on larger aircraft. 

What the pilots in Fridays 
crash discussed hi their final ' 
moments will remain a mys- j 
tery because the plane was^ 
not equipped with a coclpit' 
voice recorder. Although fte 
plane was not required by 
law to have one, a recorder, 
would likely have helped in- 
vestigators, who may have 
little to go on because of the 
heavy damage to the aircraft. i 
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Precedence : ROUTINE 

To: Criminal Investigative 

From: tl^inne aHoXi^ 

Squad 4 /Dulu th RA 
Contact: 


Date: 10/30/2002 


Attn: SSA [ 


] 


Major Theft and Transportation 
Unit 


SA 


Approved By: 

Drafted By: [ 

Case ID #: 149A-MP-.62632 


(Pending). 
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Title: CHANGED 

senator--^aih;j^wellstone (deceased) ; 

SHETEA WE^STONE (DECEASED) ; 

MARCIA t^LSTONE MARKUSON (DECEASED) ; 

.MARY M^VOY (DECEASED) 

/ THOM^ LAPIC (DECEASED) ; 

/ WI^ MCLAUGHLIN (DECEASED) ; 

/ r;echard CONRY (deceased).; 

( MICHAEL GUESS (DECEASED) ; 

\ CRASH OF BEECH KING. AlOO at EVELETH,^MN; 

\ 10/25/2002 
^D^TRUCTION OF AIRCRAFT 

Synopsis: Ini^lad^response'^hd preliminary investigation 

conducted . 

Previous. Title; Title marked 'iChahged" to reflect identities of 
victims onboard the Beech King Aioo which crashed near the 
Virginia-rEveleth, Minnesota airport on 10/25/2002. Title 
previously carried as "UNSUB; Senator Paul Wellstone - victim; 
Destruction of Aircraft." 

Details:. Oh Friday, October 25, 2002, at approximately 10:2i 
a.m., a Beech King AIOO flying from Minneapolis -St. Paul, MN, 
carrying six passengers and two pilots crashed on approach to the 
Virginia-Eveleth, Minnesota, airport. All on board the aircraft 
perished. They were: Senator Paul Wellstone (D-MN) ; his wife 
Sheila Wellstone; their daughter Marcia Wellstone Markuson; staff 
member Mary McEvoy; staff member Will McLaughlin; staff member 
Thomas Lapic; the pilot Captain Richard Conry; and co-pilot 
Michael Guess. Senator Wellstone was travelling to Virginia, 
Minnesota to attend the funeral of the father of Thom^S^^nk^^g^ 


a Minnesota State Representative and family friend. 
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To: Criminal Investigative 

Re: 149A-MP-62632, 10/30/2002 


o , 

From: Minneapolis 


The impact of the crash and the resulting fire 
destroyed the aircraft.. The crash site was located in a densely 
wooded area approximately 1/2 mile from Bodas Road in Fayal 
Township, and access to the site was difficult due to the woods 
and swampy terrain. The initial response was conducted by the 
Fayal Township Fire and Rescue Squad (FTF&R) and the St. Louis 
County Sheriff's Office (SLCSO) . An on-scene command post was 
established by the SLCSO and traffic was restricted by the 
Minnesota State Patrol (MSP) . An EOC (off-site operations 
center) was later established at the Fayal Town Hall . 


The two agents of the Duluth Resident Agency 
immediately responded to the crash site to assist local 
authorities, who had secured the scene after ascertaining there 
were no survivors, and to await the arrival of the National 
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) team. Agents of the Bemidji 
RA arrived as well as the SAC and a Supervisor from the 
Minneapqlis Office, the MP Media Coordinator, and eight members 
of the MP Evidence Response Team. 


On Friday night, 10/25/2002, the NTSB held an initial 
operatipnal meeting at the EOC at the Fayal Town Hall to outline 
investigative strategy. Attendees included the NTSB team, SLCSO, 
the MSP, FF&R, MN Dept of Pub lic. Safety, the United States 


Capitol Police, and the FBI. I [Acting Head of the 

NTSB, was introduced as the orticial spokesperson for any media 
contact. I ~l was identified as the Investigator-in- • 

Charge of this investigation. The SAC of the Minneapolis Office 
offered the assistance of the FBI. The SLCSO and MSP provided 
overnight and continuous security for the crash site and traffic 
perimeter. 


Beginning on Saturday morning, 10/26/2002, and 
continuing through the evening of 10/27/2002, the ERT assisted 
the NTSB in the search of the crash site and the recovery of 
human remains and personal property belonging to the victims. 

All remains a nd personal pro perty were turned over to the medical 
examiner. Dr. j L University Medical Center Mesabi, 

Hibbing, Minnesota. All eight individuals on board the aircraft 
were positively identified through dental records. 

The FAA also arrived on 10/26/2002, well as 
representatives from the pertinent airplane parts manufacturers. 
Progress meetings were held by the NTSB at the Fayal Town Hall 
each evening through October 29, 2002. It was explained that 
this phase of the investigation was the data gathering ,stage, and 
that the analysis of the data would continue for some time. The 


b6 

b7C 


2 



o o 

To: Criminal Investigative From: Minn^polis 

Re: 149A-MP-62632, 10/30/2002 


FBI attended progress meetings each evening 10/25/02 - 10/28/02, 
and maintained telephone contact with the NTSB thereafter. 

Initial information obtained from NTSB investigators 
revealed that they were looking at the weather conditions, 
equipment on the ground and the aircraft, communications between 
the pilot (s) and air traffic controllers, and examination of the 
wreckage. It was determined that there was no cockpit voice 
recorder contained on the aircraft, and none was required. It 
appeared that the pilot (s) had elected not to travel after a 7:15 
am weather information request, but did file a flight plan after 
an 8:15 weather information request. The weather conditions 
included light snow and mist, a temperature hovering around the 
freezing mark, some icing and fog at varying altitudes. The 
plane left Minneapolis St. Paul at approximately 9:37 am. Near 
the Virginia-Eveleth Airport the plane was cleared for approach. 
There was no indication of anything wrong. The pilot did not 
indicate distress in his last transmission with the controller at 
10:18 am. Radar data indicated that upon approach to the, airport 
the aircraft made an unusual sharp left turn to the south, with a 
continuous air speed decrease. The last radar data fix was at 
10:21 a.m. Witnesses reported hearing a low-flying aircraft, 
silence, and then an explosive sound. Survey of trees at, the 
wreckage site indicated that, the plane fell at an average 25 
degree angle. Initial inspection of the wreckage revealed no 
sign of pre-crash foreign object damage and no major pre-crash 
damage to the engines. The NTSB could not initially determine 
why the plane made the left turn, and there was no definitive 
cause of the accident after this initial phase of the 
investigation. 

UACB, the FBI will continue to assist the FAA and NTSB 
with any requests they may have and will notify FBIHQ of 
significant developments. 


♦♦ 
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Mescal examinep^^^ cause of death i 


'BY CHARLESLASZEWSKI. 

^ Pioneer Press 

i U.S. Sea Paul Wellstone and the' 
^ seven others l^ed in'a plwe crash 
f Qct.‘25 died from the impact^ hot the ■ 
^fire ‘that 'later engulfed' the plane, 
Louis County medical' exam* 
inersaid Wednesday. 

Dr.. Tliomas Uncini, 'St Louis' 
'^unly’s- chief > medical eiffiuniner,' 
said he-' filed the 'death certificates 
:Monday.'lh'all'eight'cases, he listed 
toe cause of* deato-as" “traumatic 
iifiu^ due to, or as a'consequence ofi 
anaiWation(Tash‘vfitofir^”hesaid. ‘ 
The -finding' is not expected to 
have .an effect on the investigation 
Jmto.why thS crash occurred. 

Uncini said Ws '^lier examina* 
tions of toe pilots had ruled out any, 
type 'of m^cal condition such as' a' 
heart, attaclrbr^a str o ke! In addition. 


no one sufiered from a igw'shot 
wound,'hesaid. ' .1 

‘T Iooked,”he said. ‘T X-rayed alin 
the, bodies ^ahd r'looked for bullet 
fra^ents.” | 

'Pie; determination took’ more 
-than three weeks* after toe' crash, 
just outside Eveleth because toe fire 1 
-destroyed so much of the bodies and I 
because he hoped the Federal Avia- 
tion Administration laboratory* in' 
^Oklahonia Clty could work wito’tis: 
sue'fi'om toe bodies to 'determine>if 
anyone survived toe initial crash; 

The lab was unable to do t^ 
on toe passengers, who. were' more' 
■consumed' by the flafnes>than the j 
pilots, Uncini 'said. He was able to 
obtain^some blood' from toe piloto, I 
and toe'lab confirmedthere no ; 
carbon'f monoxide in ’ the blood, 

! '■ ■ r 

CRASH jNVESTIGA'TION. 3B . 


■ ***— ^ . 

Crash* investigation 


(continued) 

* meaning they had died before they could 
inhale' any smoke. Undnl concluded that 
all toe victims died fh)m the impact 
The plane crashed about' 1020’ ain. 
while maldhg its, final approach at toe 
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into flanie. M’aboe^ perish^.indudihg 
Wellstone; wife,'Sheila; their dai^ter, , 
K&da Wejtetone Marlqispn;'‘c^pai^- 
staff meml^rs Toni Lapi^ Mary MdEvoy 
and Will McLaughlin; and 'pilots ' (&pL 
Richard Coh^^d Michael Guess. , 

The Natiorial Transportation Safety 
^Board has been investigating toe raiise 
, oftoecfaslnPauISchlmnnvaspok^man 
* for toe board, sMd.toejmedical examinr 


et^s. cause of death dqes'noft^ect: the 
investigation There, is nothing hew; to' 
freport on toe,investigatioh; he added^ as 
inyestigators pore over toe data itoey 
have collected. It will be months before 
the safety board issues a report 
, ’ ! ^ 
Charles iMSzewski can be reached at ^ 

claszewski@'{fioneefpress.com of 
(65D 228-5458. j * ’ ' 


EyelettoViiginia airport" in northeastern 
Minnesota. For. some i^on, toe ‘plane 
turned south, rather, than contin uing 
west toe final several miles to thejland- 
..ingstrip.-**-*^ 5 

It crashed'into a heavily rvooded bog i 
^abouttwo miles ^m to e airport and burstj 
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lilled Wellstone pilots 

^ut cause of passenger s’ deaths Un’i definite fei 


BV Larry Oakes 
* Star Tribune Northern 
Minnesota Correspondent 

DULUTH ^ The pilots 
killed with Sen.. Paul Well- 
stone arid five others bn Oct. 
25 didmot die, from /the fife 
that followed the? pl^e crash, 
St. Louis County" irieriical ex- 
aniinef Thomas Uhcirii said 
Thursday. 

However, contrary to; a 
new report circulateil Thurs- 
,day;iUncini said fire has^riot 


been ruled out as a factor in 
the deaths oLthe^plane's pas- 
sengers, who included Well- 
* stone's wife and daughter, two 
campaign staff members arid, 
a stafe DFL Party official. 

"Fm still' wqrkirig to see if 
the fife did contribute in some 
way to the deaths of some of 
them,” Uncini said in a phone 
interview from his office in 
>Hibbing. # * 

^ T think they.died from the 
crash, buf^whetHef of notthey 
,died immediately on imp^^^ 


something Tiri still working 
on.” ' . ' 

Uncini said that jdespite 
the still-pending investiga- 
tion, he completed death cer-, 
tificates Monday for ' all ei^t 
victims, because families 
need the certificates jas soori- 
as possible to-proceed with' 
settling affairs of the de- 
ceased. 

CRASH continues oh B7: 

— Five of eight death 

certiflmtes filed with state: 



lOTMHftOTnBlT" — 

Mv/e of 8 death cert^edies 
wave beenfledwith state 


However, only five.bf tiiose 
certificates were on file with 
the state onThursday. Officiids 
said, dgafh certificates normal: 
lyf«e_^sed from medical ex- 
aminers to. funeral directors, 
who add demographic ihfor: 
mation and then file the certifi- 
cates ’mth the Minnesota De- 
partnient of Health, which has 
an electronic ^stem shared by 
counties..' ! 

The five certificates filed 
were for Paul and Sheila Well- 
stone; their, daughter, .Marcia 
Wellstone Markuson;. copilot 
Mcha_el Guess, .and DFL Party 
official Maiy McEvoy. 

L.On each certificate* the 
nfahnec of, death is listed* as 
“dccident,;Land.tKe-cause of 
death is listed '^ “traumatic in- 
jimes — secondary toj aircraft 
[crash with fire.” ’ 

Lj;Uncini said he * chose those 


wprds so that -they could en- 
compass fire as a contributing 
factor in the deadis of the pas- 
sengers, df that turns but to be. 
the case., 

On a line indicafiiig the in- 
terval of time iLtook death- to 
occur, Uncini wrote: "irio- 
ments" on all five certificates. 
The time of death is listed as 
10:30 a.m. — the approximate 
time trie crash site was found 
— onallfive. 

Uncini previously has “said 
that in mbs't crashes like this 
one, traumatic injuries are the- 
pause of death. He's also said ^ 
that the pilots appeared to be 
in good health arid. ‘that he 
didn't detect any physical ail- 
ments, gunshot wounds^r- 
other injuries that could’have 
caused the crash. * 

.He ^so has said previously , 
thattoxicologyjests ori chiefy 


pilot Richard Coriry. were meg-, 
ative fqr,a]cohorior commonly 
abus^omgs. ' 

Uncini revealed Thursday 
that, copilot Guess also tested 
negative for alcohol. However, 
the condition of his body made 
tests for other dnigs or 'erieini- 
cals naore difficult; and thos;e 
tests still are pending, he said 

In his effort to determine, if 
fire caused of contributed to 
the deaths of the crash victims^ 
Uncini sent tissue samples, to 
the Federal Awation'^Adminis- 
tfatiqn laboratory in Oklahoma 
City, and asked that .they be 
tested for the presence of car- 
bon irionoxide. . 

Urifcirii said Thursday that 
the lab was able to peffonri the 
tesf.on die pilots' tissues, but 
-not on: those of the passengers.' 




The result for the pilots "w^ 
•negative, ailovvihg Uheihi toj 
-hile but fire as a cause of their 
deaths. ' , i 

"The FAA was not able to do 
the p^sengefs for me," Uncini 
said. “I’ni trying to get Aem^to 
pother lab that has a process* 
they.think might workilt could 
takeweeks."' 

Ofiicials from the ^rational 
Trahsportatibh Safety Bpard 
continue to investigate' the 
crash, which occurred as the; 
pl^e made.its final approach 
toithe Evele’th-Virginia airpbrb 
A report stating me probable 
cause of the crash is not ex- 
pected for several months. 

—Larry Oakes is at 
loakes@stai1ribune.com.. 
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Wife, doubter, S others killed when plane goes down 




By Pat Doyle, Paul IVIcEnrob 
and Mark Brunswick - 
yStanTribun^^ 

\ ^,’EVE£ETH, MlNN; ;^ V;Si 
S Sen;|j'aid 'Pf 

? /mowatjc gopulist wa^^ 
\known his impassioned' 
■ worlfdhjb^ 6rthe;j^derf 
'db’gl^clied' Friday, mdmihg: 
I whenj.his' plane cfa|hed:;in 
wo bds on - Minnesota’s Iron* 
■fRmgel - ■ 

' Mi'eight people’ aboa^^ the 
. plane iwerC' killed; dncludihg 
s\Wellsibhe’s wife, SheilatWell- 
stone,':58,.and theirrdaugliter,*. 
Marcia Marlmspn, 33, " ' , ;* 

- . 'The:pKartered;!^ 

, plane<had left St. Fal^,pd^ynv 


tbvm Airport about '9:30 a.m\ 

. Sen. AVellsto'ne,t58„had^beenl 
■pn^his way toattendp funeral, 
'forthe father of state Rep. i;6m> 
;Ru^vina,’DFL-Virgiriia, ,when> 
Tt^enf down about 10:22 a.m. 
in^lighTt snow about; 
-i^es;frbm the,EyeletIi ^orti; 
aboutdjS mileS north of tHe 

"Twh'Cities. 

' j^e.s1tate came-to.a;hyt;fbf, 
'atimeVas moiimeislefffloweS 
and candles at Ae Wellstones’' 
Cathedry-'Hill/cbndpffl 
andU'Wellstohd’s* ^ 
'headqumters, both in'Sl.*P^ 
'Pditical^dcfi^ty^^^^ 
toiaystandstiU'’as ^ ' 

' tiyes^frdm<M fddrV 

majbrrpartiek^aidThMf re- 


specte to WeUstone;,whp made 
- ■'an’amprobable; journey- ffdi^^ 
cdUege;prdfessor/td'acdw^^ 
■theU.S.;^Senat^^^ . , 

, Prayer 'semces;were held .at 
Jthe state, Gapitol, inj^or^ 
;Minh.,;WKere;.Wellstdne.j^^^^ 
;laught political science ' pit ' 
'‘,Carletbn’,C6llege,im Evel’etH' 
,,^d atdie. Gollege ofjSf-Scho-* 
;iastica in-DMuth, w^^ 
senator^ iwhowa^^^^ 

,^rd teimyh'adjbeensc^^^ 

tp;debate,Republicah’.N6 

Goleman.and,^ 

'.dates whOj were- cHallenging 
,himforhis;Sen^^^^^ * ^ ’ 

;ClMSH'conUnTO^ 


Dearched - 
Sertalizsd - 
Indexed - 





The, Wellstone-Coleman . 
race was among the most hotly ' 
contested and closely watched 
in the country. Coleman an- 
nounced that ne would be sus- 
pending campaign activities, 
and said that the entire Well- > 
stone family “has been se^leSs, | 
public servants who embodied 
the best ofMinnesota.'’ j 

Independence Party 3enate j 
[ candidate Jim Moore and the 
<■, Green Party’s Ray Tricomo or- ' 

, dered their campaigns sus- ' 
pended; Moore’s until further 
notice and Tricomo’s at least 
through the weekend. ' 


r tilE'CllASH 
VICTIMS 



58. She was equally as passionate 
as her husband. She was a natioiv 
^ al^reco^ized advocate on do^ 
mestic violence. But foremost she 
J was his most trusted adviser, 

! friend and companion 



i 

\ 

Marcia 
Wellstone 
Markuso'n, ; 

33. Was a ( 

teacher. 1 


u 

MaryMo- 
Evoy,49.As-. 
sociatecha'r 
of the state 
DFL Party. 



[EKm 


Will Me- 
Laughlia 

23.Wasthe i 
energetic staff 
member. 



TomLapk; 

49. Was Wei- * 
stone’s soft- • 
spoken deputy 
state director. 


Michael 
Guess, 30. 
Wascoi>ik)t 
for Executive 
Aviation. 


CapL Richard Conry, 55. Pilot 
for Executive Aviation. 


CandiBafeTfbT tlie Senaf? 
and other offices canceled ad- 
vertising and appearances. 

Standing outside his house 
in St. Paul, Coleman compared 
their hard-fought campaign to 
that of two boxers who would 
try for a knockout and then hug ^ 
at the end of their bout. 

"This is a terrible day for 
Minnesota,'' he said. "Paul 
Wellstone and I were political 
opponents, and that was it. 
Tliat was it. I had the greatest 
respect for his passion. He was 
a fighter. The people ofMinne- 
sota are going to miss that. I'ni 
going to miss that." 

Now,- state Democratic 
leaders intend to choose a re- 
placement for Wellstone on the 
Nov. 5 ballot. Gov. Jesse Ventu- 
ra declined to say Friday 
^ whether he will appoint an in- 
! terim U.S. Senator to serve un- 
tiljanuary. 

Others who died in the 
crash were Maty McEvoy, 49, 

I of St. Paul, a University ofMin- 
nesota professor and DFL offi- 
cial; campaign staff members 
Will McLaughlin, 23, .of 5t. 
Paul, and Tom Lapic, 49, of 
Eden Prairie, and pilots Rich- 
ard Conry, 55,. of Minnetonka 
and Michael Guess, 30, of §t 
Paul. 

Crash in wooded area 

^ Township firefighters were 
V the first to respond and were 
J soon joined by 75 officers and 
I rescue workers from St. Louis 
^ County and elsewhere. 

I A team from the National 
(Transportation Safety Board, 
[jthe FBlf and Charlie Weaver, 
the state's public safety com- 
I missioner, went to the crash 
site about 8:20 p.m. Friday, tak- 
I ing a convoy of 10 cars as close 
as they could get to the scene. 

I A press briefing was 
planned for later in the evening 
and more information is likely 
to be released today. 

The FBI sent a 15-person ev- 
idence recovery team to tlie 
crash site. "V\^en diere is a U.S. 
senator on board we take all the 
precautions to make sure this 
was just an accident," said Paul 
McCabe, an FBI special agent 
who works in Minneapolis. 

Asked whether terrorism 
was suspected, McCabe re- 
plied: "We have no indication 
nor do we have any intelli- 
gence information that would 
[indicate this was an act of ter- 
i rorism." 


1 „ . , _ 

""^"StrLouis County Shenff Ricin 
Wahlberg described the crash \ 
site, in Fayal Township, as a i 
"typical wooded area of norths j 
eastern Minnesota. It's very ; 
swampy, wet, a lot of pine 
trees. It's a real unpleasant ’ 
piece of property." i 

A pilot who searched for the | 
plane after it didn't arrive on * 
schedule found it broken and I 
burning in a wooded, swampy 
area southeast of the airport. 

"There wasn't much left of 
the airplane . . . from what I 
could see," said Gary Ulm^, | 
an owner of Taconite Aviation, I 
a private aviation firm at the 
airport. "It was engulfed in j 
flames." j 

There were reports of light 
snow and an overcast sky dur- 
ing the morning, according to 
the FAA, the state climatology 
office and area residents. Visi- 
bilitywas about 3 miles. It's im- i 
clear if weather played a role. 

FAA spokeswoman Eliza- 
beth Isham Cory said there 
"didn't appear to be” any sign j 
of distress during discussions 
with the plane's crew about'the I 
approach to the airport. | 

Ulman said the pilojt of the , 
plane called in when it was , 
about 7 miles from the airport. , 
He said shortly afterward, his 
phone rang. Air traffic control * 
in Duluth notified him that the 
plane hadn't checked in. 

He got into his plane to look 
forthemreraft. 

"I was following the track 
that they should have been 
on," he said. "I saw smoke that 
I thought was just a chimney i 
fire. I thought I better go check | 
it out anyhow . . . flew over it. 
Then he saw the wreckage. 
The plane was burning i 
when sheriffs deputies arrived 
shortly after 11 a.m. and It re- 
mained burning until at least 
3:30 p.m.,, Wahlberg said. I 

Authorities said they had no 
plans Friday night to remove 
bodies of the victims, who ap- 
peared to be ii\ the burned fu- I 
selage of the plane. I 

Tributes come in 

Ventura ordered that flags , 
on all state buildings be flown 
at half-staff through the Nov. 5 
election. He said Minnesotans 
need to be strong and "to be 
strong all we have to do is re- 
member Paul Wellstone’s ener- 
gy-” 

Said President Bush, speak- i 



o 


o 


ing^from-his ranch in Texas; 
“Paul Wellstone was. a man of 
de'ep-convictions._He was a 
plainspoken fellow'who did his 
best for his state and for his 
country. May the good Lord 
I bless those who grieve.” 
Wellstone's Web site, 
|http://www.wellst6ne.org, re- 
placed all of its campaign con- 
tents with a two-paragraph 
I message printed on a white 
background, read, in part:, 
“Paul Wellstone was one of a 
, tod. He was aman ofptociple . 
|aind conviction, in a world that 
has too little of either. He was 
dedicated to helping the little 
guy, in a business dominated, 
b^the.jbig.guys.. JVe who. had 
the'priyilege of working with 
him hope that he will be, re- 
membered; as he: lived every 
day as, a champion for people.” 
Qutside Wellstone’s cam- 
paign office, people left flowers 
and sigiis in tribute, to the sena- 
,tor, who'had origih^y pledged 
to*“ serve only, .two terms in 
>Ygsffin^oh, D.C, but changed 
“his mind and decided to seek a 
third. 

^^similar outpouring took 
j place asi’abdutV2f000^pe6ple 
»gatherediat |he state »Capitol 
urider^pVercast skies for a me- 
Tmoridservice. 

f Ic'ampai^ volunteers, legls- 
lato'rs tod ci tizens not active in 
politics *were among those 
^^gathered 'for the, quickly ar- 
ranged memoriqlj, 

•' Roger, Moe/'Jm^^ candi- 
date for'gbyerno^urged those; 
in aftendaiice to_ do a good" 
(.deedjPrida^Tto'VoIunteer at a < 
homeless shelter of help some- 
-one-whoisoutofwork. . 

•“ypu tell them a friend of 
i^.purs.died,tpday," he said, his 
voice cfackirig. “T,ell, them, 
,-You' didn’t know him, but-heT 


wasypur^e'nd, top.’ 

_ Wellstdne’s career as an acV 


, tivist started in' 1972 when he 
F helped form a ^oup called the 
1 ! Organization for a Better Rice- 
! ' County. Along with students 
i from* Carleton, he canvassed 
1 ^ Northfteld to find out how 
I much housing there was in the 
, city for *its iow-income resi- 
dents, 

' He invited Ipw-inconiepeo- 

I , pie, the.elderlyand sympathiz- 
I ' ers like Patti- Fritz to meet so 
they, could talk, about the is- 
1 'sues. 

I . * , “We were the hands, even 
the .brains, and Paul was the 
i !heart,’"the-cheerleader,” said 
Fritz, who now lives in Fari- 
1 . itjauit and is running for- the; 

I I state Legislature. “He con- 
toced us that little people like, 

I lis could make things happen if 
" 1 we worked together, stood, up , 
, for ourselves. 

J ! “He always had so much en- 
ergy, so muchi faith in’people^' 
(He just never "gaWF^up." Hf 
? taught us to be tenacious,”' ' ' 

* Fritz saw Paul and. Sheila 
< .Wellstone,’ on - Saturday , Fwhen 
. } they attended a,funffiaiser, for 
Hercaiididacy. ‘ 

: ' j “He(said;the same' thingSf 
I S.atufday that he dih back in 
* '73:^ We can do amazing things 
, together that we can’t do sepa- 
, lately, and we, have to stand up 
f 'fpr each other. That’s what he 
- always.believed. That’s how he 
, lived.” I , " 

t ‘ In 1990, 'Wellstpne sur- 
1 prised most political observers 
4- first by winriihg.the Demb- 
, cratic party’s endorsement for 
the U,S. Senate and then by de- 
- feating’the incumbent, Repub- 
lican’Rudy Bpschwitz.; 

1 ’ He defeated * JBoschwitz 
again in 1996/r , * * 

; i Lisa Pattni.had arrived, at 
the Eveleth airport at 10. a.m.,- 

I I rnatog sure she was.th'ere ear; 
iy. She was scheduled to be 

: i Wellstone’s driver fof'the 'd av. 


taking him to his Diduth stops 
and then back again to theEve- 
.-letha^ort by 9 p‘.m. “We got 
ther^a' half-hour, early,” said 
Pattnr, ryho lives in nearby Vir- 
ginia. 

Fonniore than seven years, 
she had been Wellstone’s 
northern Minnespta director. 

But as she briefly described 
her arrival and wait for an air- 
ptoe tiiat would neyer arrive, 
Pattni paused oh the teie- 
phone, and said she did not 
want to continue .taUdrig. 

At Peter’s Grill in dbwmtovyni 
Minheapolis,:ah entourage of 
30 people led by U.S. Seri. Ted 
Kennedy, D^Mass., arrived at 
:8;30 aim. Kermedy.had been in 
' the .Xwin GitieVcampaigiiihg 
for Wellstone, and Andy Atsi- 
dakbs, a co-ovniei^ of the res- 
taurant, said someone had ws- 
ited, Thursday and, asked if. the 
‘restaurant could.h^dle a big 
crowd. . • ^ 

^ ^{WeUstonel ‘ wasfsujppos^^ ^ 
to be here with Tjed Kennedy, 
but he lyerit off/'^ said^Peter At-’ 
sid^os,Mdy's cousin, ^1d*cor 
owhef. 

Later dri ver morning, .^Keh-^ 
nedy wa^speaking^of his Senr 
ate coliea^e at Boston Sde^^ 
tific Corp., still unaware of the 
tragedy. 

‘'Give Paul a dhelpingl 
hand,” he told a gaAeringjof!^ 
workers ^at the tom^^an^ >ta- f 
pie GVoye facility^ "He jeally ' 
'm^es" al<^^ andSve re- 

aUy heed Him ' " 

"‘He said WeUsfone's "strong^ 
effort and good work” was "in- 
dispensable” in passing le^sla- 
tion in the final momentsjof:' 
the most recent, congressional: 
session that wUl help Minneso- 
ta's $6 billion medical device 
industry. The bill, which Bush 
is expected to'signy wiU s^tream-: 
line the regulatory process for 
ne w product a ppr ovals^. 


Kennedy said. I 

Hours later, Kennedy jomeds 
former^Vice*^President-WaIteri 
Mondale, U.S. Rep. Betty Mc-^ 
Collum, D-Mihn., and Moe in. 
mourning the death of thet 
Wellstones, His aides- and the; 
pilots. 

"Well miss you, Paul, and! 
we will never forget you,” Ken- 
nedy said before a throng of re-^ 
porters on* the street, corner’ 
outside Wellstone V campaign , 
headquarters in St. Paul. 

People gathered outside the? 
headquarters as. the newsi 
spread, and: Kennedy and' 
Mondale walked around the; 
office,- consoling the staffi 
members' ^d volunteers, who 
were snialdhg calls -andidoing: 
other tasks that are part of a‘ | 
campai^'s fmal day§. 

"Senator Wellstone hasj 
logged fens of thpusai^ds oP 
i^es ihsin^ planes ^di his] 
^sted piloted co-pilot and aj 
Tplaiie-Ke has beeh in db'^ris ofi 
times," said Jeff Blqdgett7Well-; 
stone's campai^m^ager and] 
a Iqhgdme confidante.rfit's an| 
'Eafth-shatteririg event: An- un- 
believable tragedy, on so^many) 
levels., We.'re alLgrieyirig. The} 
'unthir^ableis^ 

T Tma presU'statemeht, the 
Green Party's Triepmo’ said: "I: 
have no words to^ express my; 
sorrow at this tragic turn of j 
-events. I can tell you that l ad- ^ 
mired Paul and' Sheila'sjpas-, 
Sion and love for the people of] 
Mmnesota. iBoth of theni were^ 
a voice for -the voiceless, and^ 
their passing)^ be felt deeply. ‘ | 

"Even if we disagreed ,bn*h|i 
numberofissues, he wasa;tr^ I 
‘inspiration^" | 

— Theunitej^canber^hedati 
StateNews@startribund,com; 9 
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Dissemination Routing Slip 
FD-417 (Rev. 2-7-90) 


(Copies to Offices Checked) 


TO: □ Director, Att: 


0 SAC, 

MINNEAPOLIS 


□ Albany 

□ Indianapolis 

□ Oklahoma City 

□ Albuquerque 

□ Jackson 

□ Omaha 

Lj Anchorage 

□ Jacksonville 

□ Philadelphia 

□ Atlanta 

□ Kansas City 

□ Phoenix 

□ Baltimore 

□ Knoxville 

□ Pittsburgh 

□ Birmingham 

□ Las Vegas 

D Portland 

□ Boston 

□ Little Rock 

□ Richmond 

□ Buffalo 

□ Los Angeles 

□ Sacramento 

□ Charlotte 

□ Louisville 

□ St. Louis 

□ Chicago 

□ Memphis 

□ Salt Lake City 

□ Cincinnati 

□ Miami 

□ San Antonio 

□ Cleveland 

□ Milwaukee 

□ San Diego 

□ Columbia 

0 Minneapolis 

□ San Francisco 

□ Dallas 

□ Mobile 

□ San Juan 

D Denver 

□ Newark 

□ Seattle 

□ Detroit 

□ New Haven 

□ Springfield 

□ El Paso 

□ New Orleans 

□ Tampa 

□ Honolulu 

□ New York City 

□ Washington Metropolitan Field 

□ Houston 

□ Norfolk 



□ ASAC, Brooklyn-Queens (MRA) pate DECEMBER 5, 2002 


RE: 

INFORMATION REGARDING THE LATE SENATOR WELLSTONE 


REMARKS: 

JACKSONVILLE IS FORWARDING TO YOUR OFFICE THE CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE 




^ 400 North Tampa Street, SuUe 3200 
* ' Tampa, Florida 33602 

• r \ 813/274^6000 

' 813/274-6358 (Fax) 





Post Office Box 600 
200 West Forsyth Street, Room 700 
Jacksonville, Florida 32201 
904/232-2682 
904/232-2620 (Fax) 


2110 First Street, Suite 3-137 
Fort Myers, Florida 33901 
941/461-2200 
941/461-2219 (fax) 

Reply to: Jacksonville, FL 


80 North Hughey Avenue, Room 201 
Orlando, Florida 32801 
407/648-7500 
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U.S. Department of Justice 
United States Attorney 
Middle District of Florida 


November 20, 2002 


Mr. William R. Falls 
Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
7820 Arlington Expressway 
Jacksonville, Florida 3221 1 


Re: 


Dear Mr. Falls: 


Enclosed please find a copy of the October 29, 2002 fax from Judge S chlesinger’s 
law clerk, together with a copy of the October 29, 2002 correspondence of Mr 
to the Court for your review. 


Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

PAUL I. PEREZ 
United States Attorney 

By: 

Assistant United States Attorney 
Chief, Jacksonville Division' 


Enclosures 

cc: (w/cy Enclosures) 


Assistant United States Attorney 
Acting Deputy Chief, Jacksonville Division 
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CHAMBERS OF THE HONORABLE HARVEY E. SCHLESINGER, 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
311 WEST MONROE STREET, ROOM 511 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32202 

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 1740 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32201 


Phone number: 904-549-1990_ 

To:. FAX# 

Number of Paces ; (excluding this cover sheet) 

Date : LO / a*? 20 o 9 Time; 3'. (AM 


From: 




_Judge Schles inger 

r A dministrative Law Clerk 

I rj’SW Clerk 

fa^acr k 




REMARKS: 

Mrl I 
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We received the following fax from a former defendant that appeared before Judge 
Schlesinger. Judge Schlesinger asked me to forward it to you and to request that you send 
it to the FBI, as you think appropriate. 

Thank you for you time, and let me know if you have any questions of me. 


Sincerely, 


Law Clerk 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 01/10/2003 

To: Minneapolis 

Prom: Minneapolis 

Squad 4 /Dulu th RA 
Contact : SA I 


Approved By: 


Drafted By: } 

Case ID #: 149A-MP-62632 ^ 

Title: SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE (DECEASED); 

SHEILA WELLSTONE (DECEASED) ;■ 

MARCIA WELLSTONE MARKUSON (DECEASED) ; 

MARY MC EVOY (DECEASED) ; 

THOMAS LAPIC (DECEASED) ; 

WILL MC LAUGHLIN (DECEASED) ; 

RICHARD CONRY (DECEASED) ; 

MICHAEL GUESS (DECEASED) ; 

CRASH OF BEECH. KING AlOO AT 
EVELETH, MINNESOTA; 

10/25/2OO2; 

DESTRUCTION OF AIRCRAFT 

Synopsis: Justification of statistical accomplishment - 

Details: From 10/25/2002 through 10/28/2002, writer traveled to 

Fayal Township, Minnesota, in support of captioned matter. ■ 
Liaison was maintained with the National Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) throughout this initial response and thereafter 
during the investigation. 
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To: Minneapolis ^om: Minneapolis 

Re: 149A-MP-62632, 01/10/2003 


Accomplishment Information: 

Number : 1 

Type: DOMESTIC/FOREIGN TRAVEL OF INVESTIGATIVE PERSONNEL 

ITU: LIAISON WITH OTHER AGENCIES 

Claimed By: 

SSN: I 

Name: \ 

Squad : Squad 4 Duluth RA 
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To: Minneapolis From: Minneapolis 

Re: 149 AtMP-62632, 01/10/2003 


LEAD(s) : 

Set Lead 1: 

MINNEAPOLIS 

AT MINNEAPOLIS. MN 


♦♦ 


Read and clear. 
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in W0ll$tone crash 


I Officl^’aren’t 

I OTfctedtois^ 

fatal accident until 
lateMS yea'. ' 

f' " . 

By Tony Kennedy, - n 

StdhTriburie Staff Writer . 

p ;Thej National fransporta- 
htipniSafety .BoMd; (NTSB)' 
bcplnplet^;its majoriactifirid- 


spok^raans^d.Tu^day^ '1 
BiitjthefnCTtrph^ oft^e 
investigation -^jprbducingj'a 
final jreport;,th'at includes, (a 
proposed, p^robablecausejand 
proppse4 Stdety^rerainhien 
tiohs,-^T,cpidd stretch pastdi^ 
;bne-year4nniversary<of the 
:pct..-25 (accident. NfSB- 
ispokesmah Paulj^Schlamm 
said the timing of the final re- 
portiisn’t easilyipredicted,:ibut 
finahreports* injbfther;.ma^^ 
inyesugations :haye b'eenjpro,- 
duced 12 to(!l4;mbntHs, dteir 
Iheacciderit.),, 

I On ^Tuesday, .the. NTSB 
made public, its, studyj of ,tlie 
nayigatipnal* .aid; <at ' the 
.Eyeletfeyirginja'.Mm^^^ 
/dipprt,, a. subject ipreyiously 
^ehtiphed because a post- 
^accideht.checkiflight .founS 
the ins'tfumenf slig^itly out of 
tolerance with- Federal Avia- 
tion Administration (FAA) 
guidelines.’ 


■ ^P(he NTSB,, reported .that >yellstpne,’s .plaheiwas! 

the nonprecision'^OR” radio - 'headih^fbf an'eastrtOTwbsfi 
beacon at Eyeleth- Virginia landing pn the Eveleth-! 
"as^been characterized 'ias^at Virgiiiia' irunway •. when Ait 


ito lartding,” the.report said. | 

If Wellstone’s ichartered 
(airplane,- flew off course-bp? ; 
iCause’bf VORJproblems,£that i 
misdirection fflone 'wbuldhit j 
explain .why' the plane, 
crashed. :.That's. because.the ' 
EvelefK-yirginia VOR pro- j 
vides only lateral ^dahce .to 
a-runway->,< centerline;-h^^^ 
^^idah’ce; for descending duf:; 
ing the approach. 

StiU, the yOR report, is, 'pf 
keen, (interest :,tp .AyiatlpnJ 
Charter Inc.', the- air charter 
i.cpmpany that operated Well- 
stone’s; flight, which also, 
•Idlled: therplane’s ,two( pilots, 
!Richard,Gpnryj and; Michael 
-.Guess, axidfiye.others,-, 

, .■ iPteyio'us NTSB" reports 
have' noted ,thatsithe! pilots 
were .flying; below, recom,-! 
'mended speeds.! oris ;the 
(plane’s_!,final;apprbach,tbjthe. 
sairpbrtj'raising.the possibility ! 
pf.pUot, error as.the’tausei^ 
the crash; - ’ ' 

' Wheh.investigators:bffer..a 
probable [causednttheirifinal 
report, -the, NTSB v^ypte on 
tit, Schlamm said.-. . / 
E.deh";Eramerbased' 'Avia-? 
ition.Charter: has;filed|,nptifi 3 
.ication; that- it might suel the. 
state^ of Minnesota for ppt 
precisely- .majntainingfthe 
y.OR- .lequipment at;' the 
Eveleth-yfrginia airport, the 
.state Departmeht_of. Trahs- 
pbrtatibn'sOfiicebfAerohau- ' 
tics maintains yOR tran sihit- 
ters(atta:dozehismall.airp.orts 
in Minnesota. 


rough-facility” hecause'pre 
iii-thp-surroundihg, ground 
has been knoym tb-affect its 
si^al.' But after severi pbst- 
accideiit' flight checte p.f .the 
^stem, the NTSB reported ho 
senqus'probleim .finding .the 


yeered south without 'making 
h distress; call/. The dwin- 
turboprop ; .-King . Air (Ai 0(), 
crashed about two -miles i 
.southeast oft the- runway^ 
lOTSB Inyestigatbis foiindho; 
mechanical problems vrifli thp 
;pjan.e, ^hich,was.des.trbyed by 


rtinway. ;p!an.e,which,was.des.tr 

' 'JniaU cases.theypRJ^ .s^the impact .and fire'.; ( , 

.ered iAe.aftcrMt.tb ' ..y, '- * * 

relatiye (to the run^y appro ,Tonyi&nn^isqt 
Rhe|eifprh.nonhal transition tonyk&startribune^com.,. 
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December 10, 2002 


Ms. Carol Carmody 
Acting Chairman 

National Transportation Safety Board 
Washington, DC 20594 

Dear Ms. Carmody: 

Thank you for writing on November 8th to acknowledge the assistance your 
staff received from my colleagues in our Minneapolis Office during your investigation of the 
October 25th aviation accident in Eveleth, Miimesota. 

I know Special Agent in Charge Deborah Pierce, Senior Resident Agent 

I [ and their associates recognize the importance of a cooperative relationship among 
various law enforcement agencies and were pleased to provide support to t his impor taiit . 
investigation. I noted you sent copies of your letter to Mrs. Pierce and Ms J ~l I am sure 
they have shared your generous comments with everyone involved, and I know they will all join 
me- in thanking you. 

b7C 

Sincerely yours. 


Robert S. Mueller, III 
Director 


Q- SAC, Minneapolis (PERSONAL ATTENTION) - Enc. 

Also bring to the attention of appropriate personnel. 

1 - A DIC, WFO - Enc. 

1 - Ms | [ 7176) - Enc. 

62F-HQ-1077732 

ITR 


All E^v-f>(oi|ecS 


A-MP- 


SEARCHED, 

SERIAUZEO, 
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'Mol’s-cheCkered past probably wasn’t a factor when senator^^^ 


BY CHARLES LASZEWSKI , 
and RICK LINSK 
tPtoneer Press 

*■ 'In the! aftermath of the 'fle^ 
crash that killed u;s. Sem Paul 
Wellstone and seven othere Oct.- .25, 
ne^ ]^deth, .Minn;, much of the 
attention, ^at least publicly, has 
;focused oh the troubled past of 
|Chief pilot RicH^d Coriiy.’ j* „ 

The 55-year-old iMtanetonka 
iman’s bacl^otmd has rased i€ye- 


brows, . including' questions about 
his flying experience, moonlighting 
at a second job, a felony.fhmd con- 
viction and ^ ^egahon that he 
sometimes treated-.passengers to 
' risky maneuveiis.' ' 

To many, vvho knew Cbnry, his 
background niade him a surprising 
choice to be flying Wellstone,, His 
family and'aides during the closing , 
-days of the Senate campai^ 

Seven weeks afte^ the crash, 
those fan^ar toUi such’^iiivestiga- 


Pilot Richard Coniy "just 
wanted to be in the' air," 
said one man whojjevy 
vvith Conty.'"lt's'tough to 
believe he crashed." 


tioiis and -aviation safety s^ 
Cdnry’s'past problems and other 
idid^crasies are probably not to 
blame. Fede^ lihyestigatoi^ are 
probably zeroing in on possible 
icing on the, aircraft and how" the 
,clhef pilot spent his final days. 

. "The National Transportation 
Safety Boar^ which is conducting, 
the official inquiry, into, the crash of 
the Beech; Kiiig-i%-AlOO,-4ias not 
jpublicly;Med qut.ai^’caWfe; Hqw;- 
eyer, ex^rtSaWho have" renewed 


Clashes for .the NTSB and the Aif 
Force surest the 'near-freezing 
conditions in northern Minnesota 
could have caused the plane to 
drift off course. 

l^ul iCIzysz, an aviation , expert 
with decades of experienre in plane 
crashes and investigations, echoed- 
other experts when he said that if: 
no mechanical failiues are detected, 
i(^g becomes a lead suspect ' . 

CRASH INVESTIGATION, 9A ‘ 
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(continued) 


j ‘^en a little ice can get you 
Jnto a stall,” said Czysz, a pro- 
fessor emeritus at the St. Louis 
University Department of Aero- 
space and Mechanical Engineer- 
ing. *Tou already are at a mini- 
)nal speed. In landing, an eighth 
Of an inch (of ice) is a disaster.- 
Ice can coyer ... in the blink of 
'pneye.” ‘ ; 

[ Safety board investigators 
jQready have reported ^at 
Conry and co-pilot Michael 
buess were advised of icing that 
Hay at 5,000 to 11,000 feeL .arid 
they took the plane higher to 
Woid iti.But the ground temper 

• I I--"-. 


J'^The^pMFAvas~fieaded duel 
Jsvest tovard the runway when, | 
.^utesbefore' landing, it ihex- \ 
Mcably turned to the south. | 
iTliat turn, or roll, could have 
aeen caused by ice building up 
nore heavily on one ^ving th^ 
he 6ther,.Czysz and others said. 

The. problem would arise 
picWy, causing ihe -plane to 
hake; rattle and roll The pilots 
ivould have had just .seconds, to 
feal ,^vith it; which .might 
^laiii why they did'not radio a 
t^^messaga 

I- "4 - 

i , ERRATIC 
i WORK SiCHEDULE 


Czysz sMd could actually wors-J 
en any; icing problems. Other' 
lavestigators noted that just asi 
‘swimmers might suddenly hit] 
area' of 'water that is notice-! 
ably colder that the rest of a| 
iak^ the' same’ can happen in| 
ihesky.i , 

} The , wings and tail of thel 
King Air 'AlOO' are equipped! 
with ice boots, which can be| 

1 inflated to burst heavy accumu-’ 
iations of ice. However, they are ' 
Jnost effective when the ice is 
about a half-inch thick, Czysz 
,‘said. 

I Former NTSB Chairman Jim 
Hall said investigators probably 
are looking into the possibility 
of “super-cooled large droplet 
icing,” something that has, 

J)CCUjiTed-ih.6thef rio^erti cli- 
mate .crashes. It’s a phenome- 
non that allows water to remain 
in a very cold liquid state even 
pt temperatures in the 20s. i 
i\^eh it hits a surface, it can | 
quickly turn to ice, as some- 
time happens on car wind- 
shields. It also is the cause of 
ihvisibie“black ice” on roads. , 
I A plane pacing- tlurough ^ 
such conditions would develop a 
(dear coating of ice on the i 
ivings, which might easily go 
undetected, by the pilot and not 
he thick enough for ice boots to 
break: away. Even a thin layer of 
ice ..can severely, affect.. the 
1 hlane’s performance, cutting lift 
tod causing it to stall at normal- 
u.faeji)eeds^ 


lA nother key facet 6f ‘. the 
}t\jhy^tigation'cehtere‘oh Uie 
plots’’w6rk scliedulesj toth for 
the 'charter. Executive, Aviatioml 
fed' elsewhere’ during the'days 
p’eceding the 1020 a.m. F rida y 


Fcrash. ,Of pSticul^Eter^t''irj 
I Cdmy’s 'moonllghting job as a ■ 
I nurse tod whether his erratic 
( work horns left him too tired to 
j rtoct crisply to a sudden crisis; 

Mai^ pf those closest to 
Conry, including his wife, c6- 
i workers and the owners of 
Executive Aviation, declined to 
' talk to the Pioneer Press about 
I the pilot 

The National Transportation 
Safety Board has compiled a 7% 
hour history on Coriry and on 
Giiess, ’although it has not 
released its findings. What is 
known is that Coiiry flew from 
St Paid to North Dakota and 
back between 3 a.m, and 930 


One person faihiliar with 
crash inyiKtigatiohs, who 
agreed ;tq speto only if he >vas 
not identified, said that sched- 
ule should have left Corny with 
plenty of time to rest before fly- 
ing Wellstone’s group to north- 
ern Minnesota. 

Czysz was less confident 
“If he was at all tired, it does- 
t n’t. take much of a slip in icing 
conditions to bite you badly,” he 
said. ‘1 don’t like it at all.” 

Hall, the ex-chairman of the 
safety board, said fati^e i^ 'a 
problem in all areas of the 
transportation sector, but it 
can’t be ruled in or out in this 
crash because the plane had no 
cockpit voice recorder. Siich 
deyices are not required' on 
smaller commercial pltoes 
including the one carrying Well- 
stone — a rule the NTSB* has 
ai^ed to change for years, r 
Many aviation companies are.) 
reluctant to spend the ^6,000/ 
necessary for a recorder unless/ 
it’s required. ' ■ ' " ' j 
«J3M sJs.a tr agedy, and we 


shoiddn’t have people flying in 
the U.S. for profit without a 
voice and data recorder,” Hall 
ii said. “The best indicator (of 
I ^ pilot fatigue) would have been a 
I • cockpit voice recorder. A-num- 
I ber of indicators woxild- have 
1 shown up listening to it” 

, Conry’s' on-call niireing 
’ll duties were not strenuous, said 
John Markus, a senior vice pres- 
‘ ident for Fresenius Medical 
' Care, the Massachusetts-based 
uawv 1 compaiw for which Conry 

a.ni. TOursday.He akp worked a jje simply connected a 


1 


foto-hour nursing shift, oversee- 
ing acute dialysis treatment at 
North Memorial Hotojtal.in 
Robbinsdale, ending around 930 
p.m. Thursday. 


“We shouldn’t have 

f 

people flying in the U.S. 
for profit without a voice 
and data recorder. The 
best indicator (of pilot 
fatigue) would have been 
I q cockpit'voice recorder." 

JIM HALL, 

Former NTSB chairman 


patient to a dialysis machine 
and monitored the patient , 

“The kind of work he ^d is 
just not the kind of worktthat 
would interfere T,vith flying a 
plane,” said Markus, who relat- 
>ed the same information to 
NTSB investigators. ‘ 

Conry only worked three 
shifts for Fresenius in October, 
■Markus added. “He worked for 
Lus quite a lot several years ago” 
{ before shifting to a more occa- 
sional role, the company official 
said. 


HOW GOOD A PILOT? 

^onry grew up flying with his 
V/father and had his own 
plane by the early 1980s. He pur- 
sued a full-time flying job toer 
real estate fi'aud charges ended 
his construction business. 

According to Executive Avia- 
tion, which-. hired' him in April 
2001, Conry had' logged just 
under 5200 hours of fiyihg tima 
He had to airline trtosport pilot 
-cerMratip^ thehigh&tpo^ible" 
ratit^^i Giiess,' the cb-pilot;' -\^ 
certifi^ as .a commerd^'^pilot* 
and had about 65Q flight hours. 

Rod Ahlsten,. who gives 
pilots ‘^heck rides” part time at 
Executive Aviation, said he was 
told (Jonry was a good pilot i 
Twice a year, pilots thke check ' 
rides, to 'extensive test consist- 
ing ,bf an oral test fprefllght 
checks tod about two [hours in 
the pir,- including some maneu- 
vers in which emergency situa- 
tions are simulated. ■ - - ^ 

Corny passed his check- ride 
the week of the crash, and 
Ahlsten sppke to ^pilot who 
conductetiOonry’^t^t- 
' “Fveiheartf nothing but good 
'about his fiyihg skills,” Ahlsten 
said. 

Several people who flew, with 
Corny praised him, including] 
,Curt Andereon,’ a carpenter- foiy 
j Corny’s defunct development' 



o 

^businesi’' — ~ - - 

Anderson said Cpi^ also 
towned a stunt plane,-in which he 
could fly upside_down and per- 
' form loops. Bui he left the stunts 
‘ behind when flying his usual sin- 
gle and double propeller planes, 
said Anderson, who flew ^vith 
Corny about 40 times. 

“His dream after construction 
%vas to fly,” Anderson said. “He 
just wanted to be in the.air.Jt’s 
•tough to believe he ci^hed.” 

! In recent weeks,. Conry’s 
record, has been ,marre^ by 
reports he overstated his experi-. 

’ ence when applying to Executive 
Aviation. Even in his 1990 federal 


trial related to a construction 
scheme, a prosecutor accused 
him of exa^eratlng his ^tus 
.with.,.^erican AirUn^, saying 
Cornywas only a trainee not a 
pilot flying passengers. 

‘Tm not what’s called ‘on the 
line,’ but I’m still the right-hand- 
seat pilot,” Corny insisted, sug- 
gesting his role at the time was , 
that of a co-pilot. 

Corny never had the oppor- 
tuni^ to fly passengers for 
American. After his fraud con- 
victi^ the company asked him 
to leave, his lawyer said at his 
sentencing heamg. 

At least two former acquain- 
tances share a not-so-fond mem- 


ory of a plane ride with Corny. 
The pair, in sepainte interviews, 
told the Pioneer Press that 
Corny deliberately stalled his 
, plane in midflight to scare a 
traveling pai^ in the mid-1980s. 

Julie Olson, a foimer real 
^estate agent, said the incident 
.happened as Corny was flying 
her and two others in a small 


plane fWm Eden Prairie to a 
schooled lunch in EaribaulL At 
the time. Corny was building 
homes in Eden toirie. 

About halfway to Faribault, 
the plane stalled, Olsoii said. It 
only lasted a few moments, 
but it was frightening. “I 
thought the plane was in trou- 
ble,” she said. ‘T thought maybe 
;we were going to crash, that 
there was a mechanical problem 
or something.” 

Then the plane stabiliz^. 
Con^ was laughing' she said.' 

John Ziebarth, a-sifcoHd’pas- 
senger,:’ also remembered the 
plunge.’ But linlike Olson, he 
said Corny first asked the pas- 
sengers for permission to per- 
L form the stunt 


do remember him saying 
that’s the way they do it, that’s 




the^vay.they.traia It still scared; 
meto'd^th,”ZlebarUisaid. i 
Zlebartti ?said;he. had , 'flown 
\yith Corny several tini^ before 
and regarded him as ah “^ceW 
'lent” pilot Ziebarth dhce 
.brought his, three young chil- 
dren ^o^d, he said. 

About hal^ay Jo 
Faribault, the plane 
briefly stalled, Olson 
said. "/ thought the plane 
was in trouble, "she said. 

“I thought maybe we 
were going to crash, that 
there was a mechanical 
problem or something.” 
Then the plane 
stabilized. Conry was 
laughing, she said. 


Czysz was cohcemed by the 
story of the intentional stall But 
he and others were unsure that 
that' incident. Corny’s^ criminal 
record or the fact that Conry 
had worked as a nurse the night 
before would have any relation- 
ship to the Eveleth crash'. 

‘Tve known test pilots, and, 
they-ddn’t try to show, off,” said 
Czysz. “It’s ^1 business. It may 
not have aiy effect at all (on the 
crash), but it is a casualness you 
don’t like” 

CHECKERED PAST 

A t a memorial service the 
week ‘after the crash, 
fnends and family described 
Corny as a gentle person always 
\villing to help others. 

Minnetonka lawyer BillHen- 
ney was hired by Corny in the 
mid-1980s when his develop- 
ment company started running 
into legal problems. While 
never a close friend, Henney 
grew to know both cionry and 
his wife socially. 

“He was a kind; gentle, 
thoughtful caring, planning type 
of individual,” Henney said. '-'It’s 
a little disturbing to' see all the 
negative press about this guy.” 


o 

! ~ But; in. the; w^lsTsince. th4”^ 
I taccident, ahotHeriportrait ha|, 

. ' begun to take Wape‘: the Dick i 
, (lomy who .would mislead,'overi^ I 
reach.orfficaggerate. ‘ ^ ' 

He grew up in the Lake Miri- 
-netonto area and studied busi- ; 
, ness at the University of Min- i 
nesota and Mankato State 1 
.University. In 1972, Cdmydecid- ' 
ed to follow in'hls late father’s 
footsteps and join the' construc- 
tion business. ' ' ! 

‘ . For 16. yeare, , he-built him- , 
■dreds of homes. His_ downfall 
started in the .mid-198bs .when f 
’he was. sued' over’ a' complex 
series of transactions between 
three businesses he set up. Sub- 
contractors had biiilt homes for, j 
the Corny companies but were * 
not paid. 'Then they found their 
legal means to recover were 
• blocked by Corny’s maneuvers. 

Conry lost a civil suit 
brought by one of the subcon- 
tractors, then was convicted, 'on 
federal mail fraud charges relat- 
ed to the scheme. He was sen- 
tenced to two years in prison 
and five years of probation. 

He also was ordered to pay 
restitution to 16 companies and-, 
people totaling $204,002. He ' 
paid only $3,130 before the 
checks stopped arriving in the i 
clerk of court’s office in 1998, i 
according to court records. 

Coniy’s business dealings 1 
also caused a rift within his fam- 
ily. Conry’s lone sibling, Patricia | 
Dickey, opposed his plans to 
build homes on land inherited 
tom their father. An ardent 
environmentalist, Dickey at one ‘ 
point even sued Corny and’ their 
mother, Loretta Fritz. Dickey 
was estranged from her brother 
for 18 years. 

‘T just' didn’t agree with his 
business practices. But he was a 
very good pilot, at least tom 
what I hear,” she said. 

Dickey predicted her broth- 
er’s troubles will, be proved 
irrelevant when the Wellstdne 
plane’s'last moments are finally : 
understood. 

“You can go back arid look at i 
anybody’s life,” she said. “But the 
question is: Did he make a mis- ’ ' 
take, or did something happen to 
the plane? The NTSB will just 
have to get to Uie bottom of it” 

Charles Laszewski can be 
reached at claszewshi@pioheer 
press.com or (651)228-5458. Rick 
Linsk can be reached at rlinsk@ 
pioneerpress.com or. (651) 228-5371-. 
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NTSB rules out some equipmeirt 
.Mure as pause of plane crash 


BY CHARLES LASZEWSKI 
' Pioneer Press 

The two engines and the pro- ’ 
pellers were working, properly 
and did not- contribute to the 
p lane ^h tha t killed U.S. Se n. 

r ^ , Ml \mm» 

As a result, fhe crash investi- 
gation how w^jocus; on .three, 
things: >the^-Cv^ther and icing 
condition^' pilots Richard Conry 
' and Michael Guess, and whatev- 
er clues^ are gleaned next week 
from a simulated re-creation of 
theill-&tedfl^t 
f The NTSB - also said for the 
I first time that Conry was flying 
l.the plane. Investigators said tape 
( recording revealed that co-pilot 


Cen^r, Tor ^•Atmospheric-' 
Research in Boulder, . Colo., wfll 
, work’ ^th the safety board 
! investigators to “more accurate- 
ly define the licnng conditions 
. that existed along the flight’s 
j route^” according.to the NTSB 
stetement. 

. . Icing, precipitation and other 
I factors can be dramatically fiif- 
i ferent at different altitudes, dfi- 
' -ferent locatidhs and'at different 
times, said NTSB spokesman 
Pa!ulSchlanun. 

“The degree of icing can be 
absent or it can be there, but in 

i dffferent' degrees,” he said. ‘Tt^s 
not constantly there, nnd the 
degree-ls. not th e same. They 
will try to create a picture at all 
levels.” 
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Paul Wellstone and seven others, 
federal' investigators said Tues- 
day. 

The National Transportation 
Safety Board dismantled and 
examined thej equipment and 

found “no. evidence of preinipact 

\ - ‘ 

Guess handled nearly all the cori~ 
ver^tionii with air traffic con-; 
frbllers, a duty that normally Msl 
to the pilot not at the controls, j 
The Pioneer Press reported 
Sunday that crash experts’! 
expected, the investigation to 
focus on idng, a prediction sup-^ 
ported by the NTSB on Tuesct^. | f 
Specialists at the National! | 

- ,‘iNextweek, invesfigatoi^wiUti 
tiy to recreate Ihe last' few niin- 
lutes of the flight using a simula- 
tor at Fli^tSafety Internation- 
al, a ' Wichita, Kan., 
flight-training, facility. The 
NTSB will attempt to .replicate 
the fli^t path, visibilify and 
doud conditions to learn .what 
migh t have caused the plane to 
veer off course and crash. 

Radar- showed' the King Air 
traveling at an unusually slow 
speed as il approached- the 
Eveleth airport, something that 
has puzzled -investigators. The 
simulator tests could reveal 
whether that might have been 

1 sufficient to put the' plane into a 

s stalL 

’ Toxicology tests by, the Ped- 
l eral Aviation Administration’s' 
avil Aeronautical Medical Insti- 


engine of -propeller failure” 
before^the plane crashed into a- 
bog -about two miles ffom the 
'Eveleth, Minn.,airport Oct. 25.' 

In addition, the records on the 
Beech King Air AlOO revealed no 
outstan^g maintenance items; 
according to a statement is^ed L 
by the safety board. It- was *the j 
first siich update since investiga- | 
tors left -the crash site inilate J 


OcBb'er.'. 


tiite found that neither pilot had 
alcohol or illegal drugs in their 
systems.'* . - 

^ .^vestigators have finished 
documenting , the crew’s activi*. 
ties dufing the 72 hours before; 
the crash. They have inter- 
viewed Conry’s wife. Guess’ 
fiancee and Guess’ mother. The 
safety board did not release^ 
details of those' findings apd is 
still looking at the employment, 
pilot and naedical records of the 
two men; 

Schlahun said, the tavesUga- 
tors did not indicate' -whether 
Conry’s wrk schedule \vas a 
concern. Just 24 hours before fly- 
ing Wellstone, Conry had flown 
to North Dakota and back. He 
also worked a four-hour stint as a 
diahrsis nurse, at. a local hospital 
the evening before the campaign 
trip to northern Minnesota. 

' Schlamm 'said investigators 
are sffll evduating whether that 


schedule might have left the 
pilot • fatigued or affected his 
ability to respond to a crisis. 

Michael Paddeni the.lawyer, 
representing Guess’, parents, 
said Guesq’ mother told hwesfi-' 
gators that Guess had visi^ . 
her the night before the crash, 
and.he had been ewated about 
fl^g' Wellstone the' next d^. 
He had a routine week, she told 
the NTSB., 

The safety board fe not. 
expected to release, anything 
further .imtil some' time next 
year, when it will make public | 
all of the material gathered dur- , 
ing theiinyestigjrtion. Schlanun' 
woiild not sp^i pate w hen thati 
mightrBeSHM'glvSrthe pace of. 
prewpjiainvestigaUpns, ft would 
mbsVnkely ha^ ^nexU prlng. 

Charm Laszewski can be reached : 
atcUmewski@pioneer. .. 
,^s.cotn or (651)228-5458., nUp 
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By Tony Kennedy and Paul McEnroe 
iStar.Tribune Staff Writers . 


I .^I^cking.evidence.of m 
failike in the plane crash that killed 
i:9*y'^yGllstohe, 'federal investi- 
gators, said Tuesday that they’re 
looking.at what.rble hum'an'factore 
may have played in the accident. 

One focus .centers on.die work- 
load of, the two pilots as they made', 
their fin^approach - through _ cloud; 
coyer ;and| ne’M*freezing condiUohis) 
th^iNatiohal Tfahsportatiori Safety 
Board (^CFSB) s'aidTuesday.-InveW 


. gatofs^have finished looking into the 
backgrounds of the two pilots.ahd, 
iho\v..they spent the filial 72 hours 
before the Oct. 25 flight, the NTSB 
said;, 

^Startinginext week, the-^ySB 
,'said; Investigators will ,iise a/cpni- 
;puter simulator' m Wichita, Kah;,tb 
re;creafe,-the final approach of the 
WeUstpne flight in the same visibili- 
ty and cjoiid conditions that existed 
that day, Tn part> the simulations 
"assess pilot acti^ti^ w'd WcTrk- 
doad,f the NTSB said in a, written up- 
.date ofits eight-week-p ld investiga 


tio'h..i , , , 

^ 'The.-Beechcraft King;Air AlOp 
.earned no cockpiifvoice recorder or 
flight-data recorder. ''Nond'was rer ! 
guired*. J/Vith itsdanding^gear d^- 
ployed^ the plane drifted off its 
westerly course with no distress call,, 
crashing at a steep angle just-.2 miles 
southeast of- the' EveletH- Virginia- 
MunicipdAi^brt.. . T “ 

WBLLCTO^E^ A 23 :< 

Both engines arid propellers ap- 
pear to have been operating at 
timeof impact, 'NTSB'says. 






'Seh.Paul 
'Wellstdrie ' 
wasMIledina 
; plane crash ' 
.OcigStiear 
Eveietli aloiig- 
wlth seven 
others.' ^ 


Found, at a 90-degree angle 
,to the^runway, the.cockpit'and 
fuselage were severely dami 
5g?^.ihy.iinpact and fire,,deT., 
SlIPXFg, possible, forensic- evi-r 

n... 


dehceV' " \ ' 

JThe crash killed all eight 
people abomd,' including Well- 
■.stone’sriwife, Sheila;- their 
'dJHghter,.|;Iarcia Wellst'ohe 
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\N6 engine failure 

^-Ih-Tuesday^s jipdj^rthe 
NTSB said it closely'inspected 
the two engines on Wellstbne's 
chartered plane, which was op- 
erated by Eden Prairie-based 
Aviation Charter Inc. Consis- 
tent with indications at the 
crash ^ite, the engine "tear- 
l^downs” provided no evidence ■ 
of engine failure, . | 

"Both the engines and pro- 
pellers appear to have been op? 
efating at time of impact, f the 
NTSB said. „ 

Other updates, in the j^TCB 
release included the following: 
>r Capt. Richard Conry and 
co-pilot Michael Guess re-^ 
ceived two weather briefings 
before takeoff from St. Paul 
^Downtown Airport. j 

Specialists at the Nation-i 
^ Center for Atmospheric Re-1 
search will help the OTSB more 
accurately define icing condi- 
tions on the^ flight's route. 
Schjamm said the specialists 
are used often by the NTSB 
when icing is a concern. 

. . > Toxicological tests on 

t-aViflifci 


[Markuson; DEL Party official * 
!Mary McEvoy; Welistone aides 
Will McLau^in and Tom La-" 
pic, and the two pilots. 

As investigators reconstruct 
the final moments of the flight, 
^ey will , try to determine why 
the plane's final recorded 
speed was only 85 knots, a dan- 
gerously low speed for a My 
Ipaded King Air flying in possi- 
ble icing conditions. Experi-j 
ericedjpilots and crash investi- 
gators nave been left to wonder 
how Wellstone's cockpit crew 
got into the notorious "low- 
and-slow" predicament. 

Retired NTSB investigator 
Chuck Leonard said Tuesday in 
an interview that 85 knots 
would be very close to the 
plane's stall speed, the speed at 
which the aii^lane woiild lose 
its aerodynamic lift and spin 
down. Pilots can recover from 
such stalls, but not at low alti- 
tude. Wellstone's plane de- 
Iscehded' below clouds 400 to I 
'700 feet above the ground. 

"Eighty-five knots is right 
close to* its lowest performance 
level, r Leonard said. At that 
speed; "they can lose it in a big 
burry." 

U/S. Rep. Collin Peterson, 
D-Minn.,who is a private pilot, 
iSaid in an interview that the pi- 
lots, "should have been at 120 ■ 
or 130 (knotsl, especially dur- 
jingjicing. If you get that slow 
!and you've got any ice at all, 
you are going to stall." 

: The NTSB didn't commehf 
beyond its written update,, 
which did not speculate about 
the^cause of the crash. NTSB 
spokesman Paul Schlamm said 
the agency won't attempt to 
analyze the probable cause un- 
. tU after the fact-finding phase. 

Leonard said he won't be J 
^surprised if the NTSB, .in the 
end, is unable to determine the 
accident's probable cause, 

I ,Frpm 1983 to 1999, the 
JITSB was imable to determine 
^ a probable cause in 11 air- 
n charter accidents. During the 
I same period, the agency was 
\ able'to determine the probable 
^ cause or contributing factors in 
. 278 air-charter accidents. 

! Among those, pilot error was 
, cited 213 times as the cause of 
the accident or as a cqiitribut- , 
^ ing fa ctor. ' J 

■ "They won't grope for*a] 
cause if they' don't have any! 
iclearevidence,'lHe^said. I 


I Guess and.Conrymdicated no . 
evidence of alcohol or ^ "drugs . 
of abuse." 

)► The Eveleth airport's pn-- 
mary navigational aid has been 
slightly but of tolerance, but its 
accuracy "is suitable for en 
route flight.” - t 

. Tuesday's report also indi- 
cated that Guess' voice is heard 
on "nearly all radio transmis?. 
sions" wifli air traffic control- 
lers. "T^ically, the pilot work- 
ing the radio is not the flying 
pilot," the r^ITSB said. ] 
However, JSchlammsaid m- ] 
vestigators haven't said wheffi- 
er Guess' voice was on the last 
transmission acknowledging 
clearance for final approach. 

The question is important 
because it indicates who was 
most likely at the controls j at 
the end. Co-pilot Guess hiad^ 
650 total flying hours. Coniy, 
the captain, claimed 5,200 totaI» 

^ -flying„hours,^thQugh*he^ad | 
exaggerated his ©^enence in | 
turboprops when he was hired j 
^at Avia tion Charter. , , _ J 


Vig, a flighrdispafcHerjl 
for 4^ba Airlines in the Twinf 
Cities, said he told NTSB inves- 
tigators that moderate icing 
was prevalent in northern Min- 
nesota on the day of the Well- 
stone crash. 

Vig^ said the icing wasn't a 
problem for Mesaba's pilots 
f and shouldn't have been a 
problem for pilots experienced 
ii^hose conditions. In addi- 
ntion, the King Air was equipped 
with de-icing equipment. ; . 

Leonard, the retired OTSB 
investigator, said icing could 
be.Iisted in the final NTSB re- 
^ port as a contributing factqrin, 
the crash. But just as likely, he^ 
smd, die NTSB could r^e that 
fati^e was a factor. * i 

Without his employer 
knowing, Conry, 55, worked, 
the mi^t before the Wellstohe 
flight at his second job as a di? 
dysis nurse. He Mso ha^eenj 
b^eh summoned in tli^wee, 
hours of morning . on . the 
I day before the WeUstone ’tri^ 
i pHot an unexpected round-trip 
I flight from St. Paul* ta Bis? 
mafck,NiD. 

. "They may tffiow 
there," Leonard' said.; "It/cern 
taihlyisarnix.” \ 

The, NTSB didn't .disclose. 

, anyofitsfmdingsontheactm^ 
.ties of Conry and Guer in, the, 
r 72 Jiburs that preceded" the 
Welistone flight. It still is re-j 
viewing employment, pilot and 
medicdTecords of both men. 

Dayton’s decision ; 

^^Meanwhile, Seri. Mark Day- 
ton has decided he no .longer 
will' fly with Aviation Charter. 
^On-^Monday, Dayton's staff 
citedjsrfety concerns and still- 
urianswereri questions sur- ) 
rounding the Wellstqnep.crash ’ 
as reasons why he dropped the 
charfer. [ 

J Dayton will fly aroiinq Min- : 
nesota on planes operated by 
ElitejAir Charter, a coriipany 
that operates under Anoka Air 
Charter’s certificate. 

Elite Air is the same bharter 
usedjby Seh.-elect Nonri Cole- ‘ 

I f li 

Dave Willman, an aviation ' 

cdnsiiltant to Aviation Charter, 1 
said the company had rio com- 1 
ment on Dayton’s decision. j 

— writer Greg Gordonj 
contributed to this report 

I — Tony Kennedy is at 612- 
[ 67S~43B8prtony}^tar^bune 
>conu Paul McEnroe is at \a 

, 612-673-1745 or 
pmcenroe@startribune.conu 
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rMichaeJGue^ 
.wascoplloton 
the*bct'25 
fli^t 'I 

Ri6hardConry i 
was the pilot 
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By Ton^ Kennedy 
[and Paiil McEnroe 
•Siqftiibme Staff Writers 


I Thetcaptain oh'Seii. Paul Well- 
[stqrie’ijfatal flight had put His less- 
[ej^efienced copilot atthe controls 
on at least two previous Wellstotie' 
flints, according to documents oH- 


^ taihed by the Star Tribune. 

The detailed private logbook of 
copilot Michael Guess supports.the 
pbssibiUty that Guestf, rather than 
Gapf.'iRichafd Gqhiy, wasiat the 
controls when Wellstohe’s charter 
pl^e went down'Oct; 25, killmg all 
'^eight'pe6pleon_board*; ' 

, ■ As investigators focus on the.pi- 


Iqts' rqles and.workloads while they 
were bn approach to.^e Eyeleth- 
Virginia Mumcipal Airportimlbw 
cloud coyeir, possible icingjcon'di- 
tiqhs and light shq^^ the logbook 
could provide a piece, of the ptii^e: 
The National TranspprtatiohSafe^ \ 
Board, (NTSB) has. not said whether ; 
its investigatots know who was fly- 


ing when the tvyin turboprop plane 
' went down without a distresicall. | 
' The 'logbook sh^ows that Guess^^ 
liked flying with? Cbnry because 
I Conry aUowed himjto take the coh- 
ttok bfteii and build up’his hours of 
' flyingitiihe, including takeoffs and, 
toditigs. ’ . ■ . I 


. .PILOTS continues on B8. 
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j "It is awesome flying with ] 
I Capt. Conry. He lets me fly i 
' most of the time," Guess 
I wrote in an entry about a 
flight he shared with Conry 
1 lastyear on Christmas Day. 

Guess, who had just 300 
i hours of turboprop flying ex- 
perience at the time of the 
Icrash, v^s jfixated on building 
{as much time as possible at j 
/the controls. His dream of be=! 
coming a pilot for a major air- j 
line would requhe thousand^ 
^of hours as "pilot in com- 1 
*mand."’ 

"It is like a piece of gold,” 
Guess, 30, wrote in describing i 
the importance of the op- | 
portunity. 

All pilots keep logbooks to 
document their flight experi- j 
ence. Guess' book, which he 
kept in a safe at his girlfriend's * 
house, includes self- i 
assessments of his landings, ! 
admissions that he needed to 
improve and notes about the 
pressure he felt when Well- 
stone and his staff were pas- 
sengers. 

‘ It is not unusual for copi- 
lots to take the controls at tibe I 
discretion of the captain, and 
other captains also let Guess 
fly. When they aren't at the 
controls, copilots help with 
navigation, handle radio 
communications and per^ i 
>form safety checks. ^ 

^ Guess' handwritten log- 
j book contains descriptions of 
four separate trips that paired ' 
Guess and Corny, including a 
charter for Wellstone on Jan. 
15,2002. ^ 5 

On that day, Conry as- ] 
'signed Guess to fly four of the 
six legs. The plane had no I 
I passengers on two of those ! 
[legs, but Guess was at the ' 
controls on two of the four j 
legs that carried Wellstone, 
the logbook shows. 

The importance ^ " 

;of his passengers 
ididn't escape him. 

When they de- 
iparted from the St. 
iPaul Downtown Aif- 
;port with the senator | 

lon board and Conry ^ 

at the controls. 
fGuess later wrote, "We were 
[under pressure, but we did 
tes§iy&inggood^” . _ . 


pOrffieOrieifwtrtEi' 
[senator, from Marshall to 
'Montevideo,, Guess wrote, 
“The pressure was on be- 
cause it was my leg to fly. The 
landing was good." 

On that same day, return- 
ing with Wellstone to down- 
town St. Paul from Redwood 
Falls, Guess wrote, "I flew the 
entire leg.” 

There’s no other mention 
in the logbook of Guess flying 
with Wellstone. St. Paul attor- 
' ney Michael Padden said 
; Guess vwis an excellent pilot 
j “He was licensed, and it was 
perfectly legal for him to be 
flj^ing paying passengers,” 
..said Padden, who is repre- 
senting Guess' mother, Marie 
Guess. 

Yet Guess’ relative inexpe- 
I rience has drawn attention. 
Jeff Johnson, an aviation pro^ 
fessor at St Cloud State Upi- 
I versitjr and an airline trans- 
fport pilot, said he was taken 
aback to learn after the crash 
that Guess had only 650 total 
hours of flying experience. 

“Anything less than a 
thousand hours, you’re land 
of in the trainee stage,” John- 
son said. “I was just surprised 
to see that the first officer 
(Guess) had 650 hours of 
j flight time and he’s the. sec- 
Lond..pj!QtJi.ere,flying_ajyr,.Sj. 


^nator.” 


! Johnson, who has. about) 
^,000 hours of total flying ex J 
fperience, flew charter flights 
jor U..S. Sen. Charles Hagel, R- 
ENeb., during Hagel’s 2000 j 
j campaign. He said Hagel’s 
staff inasted on two experi- 
enced pilots. 

“If he (Guess) was still 
learning the ropes . , . that can , 
actually increase the work- 
load because now the cap- 
I tahi’s actually spending time ' 
not only flying the airplane, 

! but training the other pilot," j 
j Johnson said. ' * 

' Youthful exuberance 

Guess penned his final en- 
try Oct. 22, about a trip from 
I Baudette. I 

“An excellent opportunity i 
I to get PIC (pilot-in-com- 1 
mand) time,” he wrote. “My 
i landing was good. Overall, 

, this was a good flight.” : 

Entries throughout the 
logbook show a boyish e:m- 
j berance by Guess over his 
I budding flying career. The 
< book also includes passages ' 

I where he reveals his own 
1 .s hortcoming s. .... 


just twp weeksTbYforeTEF 
fatal flight Tvith Wellstone,, 
Guess struggled with a land- 
ing in St. Paul. He was return- 
ing from Baudette. ' 

“Unfortunately, my land-i 
ing wasn’t as smooth as jt is^ 
normally," Guess wrote. 
“Well, even Michael Jordan 
misses a slam dunk some- 
times.” 

The mere sight of other 
planes would sometimes 
I merit a comment in his book, 

I which reads like a series of 
' postcards. 

( “When we taxied out, I no- 
; ticed thatthe Air Guard had 
llO F-16 \flpers parked on the 


' ramp. Very Cool!!!” Guess 
wrote about a flying trip he 
copiloted in April 2002 . 

. In a frank self-assessment 
one year ago. Guess acknowl- 
1 edged in his logbook how im- 
jportant it was for him to gain 
experience in the Beechcraft 
(King Air AlOO — the exact 
I model of plane that Wellstone 
fwentdownm. 


Incident, possible pilot enor 
' has emerged as a focus of the 
investigation. 

Just before the crash, the 
t Kng Air AlOO was drifting off , 
course at a ground speed of | 
I 83 knots, about 425 feet above r 
the ground. Aviation experts 
I wonder how Wellstone’s 
plane ended up so “low and 
slow” — a conunon precipita- 
tor of deadly stalls. 

' The NTSB said last week 
that Guess’ voice is heard on 
"nearly all radio transmis- 
i sions” with air trafiic control- , 

1 lers. Typically, that would’ 

I jne.an Conry was flying be-' 
cause nonfljdng pilots usually 
^ handle the communications, 
j But when pressed by the] 
j Star Tribune, the NTSB spe-j 


I “More experience in the 
f 100 series is very important," 
he wrote in reference to a 
f landing he made Sept. 13, 
\ 2001. - 
I Besides Wellstone, the ac- 
cident killed his wife, Sheila; 

, their daughter, Marcia Well- 
I stone Markuson; DFL Party 
' official Mary McEvoy; Well- 
stone aides Will McLaughlin 
j and Tom Lapic, and Conry 
and Guess. 

* Last week, the NTSB said it 
I will tty to replicate the flight 

in a simulator to assess “pilot 
activities and workload” dur- 
i ing the final approach. Con- 
' trary to some published re- 
ports that placed Conry at the 
; controls on the plane’s final 
I approach, the NTSB inten- 
I tionally has not said who it 
I believes was flying the twin 
i turboprop airplane through 
I the clouds and light snow that 

• hung over the Iron Range that 
) day. 

j While the NTSB is many 
], months away from determin- f 
l^ing the probable cause of the ! 


I ciflcally did not say who was ] 
1 jon the radjo when the plane I 
requested clearance for final ; 
approach. 

“We stopped short of say- ' 
ing the captain (Conry) was ! 
flying," said NTSB spokes- 
^ woman Lauren Peduzzi. 

( Guess, a resident of St. 
j Paul’s Frogtown neighbor- 
j hood who graduated from 
I Cretin-Perham Hall High i 
I School in 1991, aspired to 
I climb out of the air charter 
1 business but reveled in his 
I low-paying job at Aviation ' 
Charter Inc., the Eden Prairie 
1 company that operated the 
j Wellstone flight. The on-call 
I work was the ticket he needed 
I to advance, through experi- 
j ence. At Northwest Airlines, 
for example, pilots can’t even 
be considered for jobs until 
they have a minimum of 3,000 
hours. 

“It is definitely apparent 
that I can’t get enou^ of fly- J 
ing,” he wrote in his logbook ' 
Sept. 18, about five weeks be- | 
fore he died. “I will not trade i 
my flying career for any- 
thing.” ' 

According to the logbook, | 
Guess compiled about 300 
hours of multiengine flying I 
time since July 2001 , when he 
first flew passengers for Avia- ‘ 
tion Charter. He came to the | 
company with about 400 i 
hours of total flying time, j 
mostly on noncomnierciai j 




f flights and 

I planes^Accordingtpjth^ lpg;j 
I book, Guess' background in- > 
i eluded a short stint in 1999 
hauling jumpers for a skydiv- 
ing fim in ^Hutchinson. ’ 
f An Aviation Charter pilot 
who mentored Guess in the i 
last year described him asia 
"good, hardworking kid." 

But the pilot told the Star i 
Tribune that Guess — while 
proficient at cockpit radio 
skills stiU needed-coaching ^ 
on landings and takeoffs 
' wheri he was assigned as "pi- 
lot ih command." The pilot,' 

I who is favorably mentioned; 
f in Guess' logbook, asked notj 
j to be -identified out of con- 1 
I cerris for his job security- at j 
{ Aviation Charter. | 


If investigators detSSnin^ 
Guess was at the controls at 
the time of the crash, Padden, 
Marie Guess' lawyer, said he 
probably would be unable to 
prove in a lawsuit> that Corny 
was negligent. ^^That is, if 
Mike was the flying pilot and 
he’ was operating the plane 
too low and too slow," Pad- 
den said. 


^ Until the NTSB inyesdga-,, 
tion is complete. Aviation 
Charter has said it no longer 
will comment on the JWell- 
stone accident. The crash in 
Bveleth was Aviation Char- 
ter s second fatal plane wreck 
injRve years. 

.In December 1997, an Avi- 
ation Charter pilot errei on^ 
approach.to a foggy runway 
in Colorado Springs, dhe 
NTSB has said. The King" Air 
AlOO crashed 500 to 600 feet 

j to the runway's side. The lone 
I pilot died along with a Noiith- 
j west Airlines mechanic who 
I was on board as a passenger. 

I Marie Guess said her only 
child was so passionate about 
flying, he would often spend 
his spare time parked along 
Minneapolis-St. Paul Inter- 
national Airport, watching 
takeoffs and landings and 
dreaming about flying the big 
jets fora living. 

As a young boy, he talked 
about wanting to be a fire- 
fighter or tram engfheer. But 
at the age of 10 or il, he fixat- 



ProvkJed by the famif/of M kiiaelGuess 

Michael Guess had a dreaih of becoming a pilot for a major airlinje. “It is definitely apparent that 1 
can't get enough of flying," he, wrote in his logbook about five weeTts before he died. 


ed on becoming a pilot 
. ndult, he was active 
in the Golden Eagles, a ^oup 
of black pilots who work to 
get. black teens interested in 
ayiation careers. 

Marie Guess, who grew up 
poor in Louisiana, said Mi- 
chael didn't drink, smoke, use 
d fugs or hang out in bars. 

"He knew not to go out in 
the streets," she said. "He was 
not a bit of trouble, ever. He 
was a good boy." 

She said she was strict with 
her son because she didn't 
want him to waste his educa- 
tion while she supported him 
by working at a 3M plant 
But being single-min&d 
about aviation didn't neces- 
sarily make it an easy road, 
Marie Guess said. 

She said her son 
worked numerous 
side jobs and had 
school debts from 
the University of 
North Dakota, 
where he received 
a bachelor's degree 
in aerospace and 
his pilot's license ih 1997. ^ 

No scholarships,” she 
said. "We had to pay all the 
\ wav.fL 


1 


1 Most of Guess' ihcbhie “ 
/ came from a nonflying job at 
h Pah. Am OFlight Acadeniy in 
Eagan, but he had been*de-. 
moted to ajob as receptionist 
I and was laid off before the • 
ji crash, Marie Guess said. She ; 

I said her son's demotion ' 
didn't have anything to do 
with his aviation skills, f " , 
Before working at Pan Am; ’ 
Guess worked in the flight- 
training business at North- ; 
west Airlines. His mother said [ 
he voluntarily left the compa? 1 
ny over a dispute with his 
boss about a schedule conflict 
that involved othdr em^ 
plpyment. 

i To subsidize, his flying in- 
terest, he also had worked as a 
mail sorter for the Postal Ser- 
^ce and as an airportscreen- 1 
[ er for a security firm,, his 
I mother said. ; 

• "He didn't complain about ^ 

' money," she said. i 

For Guess, the hard work ! 
and low pay seenied only to ^ 
be a rite of passage for the^ay 
he could make his living in 
the air. "Living The Dream," is 
I how he put it in his logbook 
last summer. 

i — The uniters are at ^ ’ 

pmcenroe@$tartribunexom • 
andtonyWstartribunexonu 
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■flpath ~ Sen. Paui Wellstone’s Coleman’s supporters said’it would'be unfair? | Uqa 

&n to mKS Republican ^orm to wte to bte^ Gbieman to resuming 


Coleman, in a tough spot. 

^ If Cpleman.resumes his campaign too soon, 
he could face a public backlash. If he starts 
too late, he risks being swamped while sitting 
on the sidelines. Meanwhile, he’s not certain 
who his oppoiient will be. - i 
’ “Houdini couldn’t' get Qut jif. this .box, ’’ .said, 


CftP- 


campaign. j 
, “He’s been utterly disarmed by somethin 
over which he has no control,” said Daviu 
Strom; legislatiye director for the Minnesota 
Taxpayers League. “It is an impossible position 
to be in.” » . , ' ' i 

'Strom added, “If he’smot ouf'there-cam- 


T T u ' .ouuiii aa 

Henuhie ^ beljeve is very .Coleman may not know his strategy yet, but 

JM ■ - ‘^b^'Bspublican Party is preparing a message 

Coleman discussed his dilemma -with that presumes the Democrats will choose Wal- 

l_i ' j. _ i’ ^ ««« 


reporters Sunday, standing out- 
side in the cold about half a 
mile from Wellstone’s .cam*, 
paign headquarters af 'a televi- ' 

Sion station. 

I “There will be a campaign, 
but now is not thertime,’’ said; 
the former St. Paul mayor.: > 
Minnesotansfstill'need time 
to 'grieve, he said. A memorial 
service .is scheduled for 'Ries- ■ 
day evening, .which Coleman 
plans to attend. Sometime after 
that, a campai^ wiU'resume.. 

;But Coleirian'has to scrap the’ 
past year and a half oLwork 
building a campaign against ' 

Wellstone. He also must' figure 
out a new message against an 
opponent who could have a big 
sympathy vote. 

Jacobs said Coleman should 
talk about Wellstone and’how 
they differed on policy, but had 
similar ^principles." It was a path Coleman 
appeared to be starting down on Sunday. ' 

“Paul Wellstone was a good man'. He was 
my political opponent^ He made me'a better 
candidate. I loved going to those debates 
because his passion, his^fire, he made you bet- 
^r, Coleman, said. “In this business, you can 
disagree philosophically, h-dlways believed 
Paul and Lhad'the same, end, we wanted the 
' same things Jor families. We just disagreed 
how to get, there.” 

I The last poll in the^racc; taken shortly after 
Wellstone spoke out against a resolution 
authorizing military force, against lraq,,shbwed 
Wellstone opepihg a slight .lead in, the, race.for 
the first time. . ► 


ter Mondale' to replace Well- 
sfohe. ■ , 

^ .[ “This is a, , choice ^between 
the past arid the' future — 
between someone who. had , 
had a place in ' .the Seriaie.| 
decades ago and a guy pre- 
•"pared and readyrto serve the 
' .next' ' ;six- . “.years,” saidi 
spokesman Bill Walsh. 

1 1 With a one-vote margin in 
the Senate, the race also! has 
.the rapt attention of Washing- 
ton, and national political fig- 
iures wasted no time on Sun- 
:day burnishing the iiriages of 
iCqleman .arid his possible 
opponent. Mondale. 

‘ On CNN’s “Late Edition,” 
Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, 
praised Coleman’s work as 
mayor of St! Paul arid said he 
lyas “very highly thou^t of by 
both Republicans, arid, Dempc- 

Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev., took exception to 
that,, saying Coleman had coriducted “the most 
negative, derogatory” U.S. Senate campaign. 

“He„ until Paul was announced dead ... 
stood for everything that Paul war against. He 
'Was against' everything .Paul was for,” Reid 
said. , ; ' 

.Jacobs said Cpleman’s future beybnd the 
electiori deperids on how he handles the next 
several.days. ‘ ‘ j 

“He’s^a pretty young guy,he.’s.got a long J 

future ahead of him It’s very impo'rtant at' ’ 

.,rthis,stage that he conduct himself in an honr 
• orable, way,” Jacobs said., “Campaigning as 
usual wouId.be a real mistakp.” 


“Paul' Wellstone .was a 
good' man, He was my 
.political opporierit. He 
made. me. a’ better can« 
didate. I loved going to 
those debates because 
his passion^ his fire, he 
made' you better. In-* *" 
this business, you can, 
disagree philosophical- 
,Jy. I always believed 
Paiil and I had the 
same end, we wanted 
the same things'for' 
families. We just dis> 
agreed how to.-get 
theroi” 

Norm Coleman 

Republican U.Sl Senate 
candidate 
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AP photos 


Republican U.S. Senate candidate Norm 
Coleman leaves a morning television program 
with his wife Laurie, in St. Paul, Minn., Sunday. 



lErlandson, left, speaks briefly with 
Republican U.S. Senate candidate Norm 
[Coleman while passing during a morning 
teievision program in St. Paul, Minn., Sunday. 



The State 


Suspicious package at 
Capitol was noisemaker 

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — A suspicious 
package that a bomb squad was called to 
investigate Sunday at the state Capitol turned 
out to be a leftover noisemaker from an anti-war 
rally. 

The bomb squad was called to the Capitol 
after a groundskeeper reported a suspicious tin 
covered in tape on the south steps of the 
building. 

It turned out to be a coffee can with pinto 
beans — a leftover noisemaker from an anti-war 
rally Saturday at the Capitol. 

‘It was like the homemade noisemakers you 
make for your kids," said St. Paul Police Sgt.Ted 
Gillet. I 


Memorial service set 
for Wellstone* staffer 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — A m'emonal service 
will be held Monday for Tom Laplc,.a member of 
U.S. Sen. Paul Wellstone’s staff who was killed 
in a plane crash with the senator and six othefs 
on Friday. 

The nondenominational service will be held at 
Pax Christ! Catholic Community in Eden Prairie 
at 7 p.m. 

Lapic, 49, served as Wellstone’s right-hand 
man, prepping him for speeches and debates. 

Lapic had worked with Wellstone for 10 years 
and quit his job as deputy director in the state 
^ Senate office two weeks ago to join the 
campaign full-time. 

Lapic is survived by his wife, Trudy. 

Star Tribune endorses 
Penny for governor 

ST. PAUL (AP) - Editorial writers at the Star 
Tribune of Minneapolis endorsed Tim Penny of 
the Independence Party for governor. 

In art editorial appearing in Sunday editions, 
the newspaper said it has admired Penny’s 
leadership and Minnesota has benefited greatly 
from it. 

Penny, a former Democratic congressman, 
has helped Gov. Jesse Ventura since his 1998 
upset in the gubernatorial election. Penny’s work 
with Ventura shows he’ll bring a centrist 
approach to policy, without Ventura’s bad-boy 
persona, the newspaper said. 
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pilot who' ‘ captained* !Seri. 
Paul Wellstone’s fa^'’fhght 
work^ !a- night shift af his 
second job ‘as a nurse'ori^top 
of a'fli^t'a^ignment earlier 
the day (before the;crash, the 
Star Tribune reported, Sun- 
day. \ 

The- new^aper '^d.;tfie 
National “Transportation 
Safefy'Board is inv&tigatihg 
RichaKt,Conry’s schedule' in 
the d£^s l^fore the crash — 
and how it hiay have.affected 
the 55-year-old’s fitn^' to fly. 

Corals .^viously 'midis-' 
closed! four-hour’ Inursing 
- shift, at ,avTwin 'Gities ihospi- 
tal ended betw^h 9 and'lO; 
p.in. the-hight before the Fri- 
day,. Oct’ 25 crash. Thatshift, 
followed^ ah (uhexpectedi 
3-tCH9:36*a'.m. rornid-tfip flight 
by Co^ betwefeh .St -Paul; 
and'Bihnarck, NJ).‘,~^lier 
thatThur^ay. " ' 

' 'The Star TribimO al^^said' 
Coriry’s^'riursing Job.- ,was,'.a 
factor in.ihis rejection-, as:, a 
part-time .pilot c^didate, at. . 
Aviation Charter Inc. of 
Eden. -Pr^e; in fall ‘ 20(X), - 
according, to a former, chief 
pilot at &e . company. Corny, 
evenhially was hired in Aprfl 
2001 / -1 - - ■ , 

■ The ambuntof sleep Corny 
got before the -fatd flight is 
important b^use fati^e 
contribufes to up to one-third- 
of all fatid frahsportation ac- 
cidents, smd'Dr. Mark Maho- 
wald, director of the 
Minnesota Regional Sleep- 
Disoider Center. ' 

Mahowald said Corny* 
probably, was^impaired.by an 
“accumulated 'sleep Toss 
problem” while flying Well- 


"ItVhardtoJmagihe 
he ^as not sleep- 


PP,IMARK MAHOWALD;. . 
‘dir^or.of the,MinneMte"R^i6nal 
Sleep Disorder Center,'s^aki(ig. 
oftHe pllot’ofSen. Paul ‘ ' '* 

Wellstone’s fatal flight; 


Stone.' 

■‘flts hard to inmgme^he 
was not sleepKlepriv^”- Ma- 
•hqwald said after he^was.told 
abbuL()bnry’s earlj^morhihg 
flight“to' 'North' Dakota' and 
His’.l'Ihursday-iiight nursing 
OTorkir ’ ’ , ' . . 

:Gohry and co-pilbt Michael 
Guess (took jOff at 920 a.m. 
iOct for ?a scheduled 
14-hbur.itrip.’ The strip. ended 
in ^eleth at 1022 a.m.-, when 
(the twin. tmrlropropK^ Air 
.MOpj'crash^ and btinied'2 
miles', short of. ,the'runway. 
;Aft'ei^tpeople.abbaM'.w 
’.killed;; ihcludmg Wehsfohe’s 
■t^e and daughter.”The cause 
-remains under inyest^tiqh. 

' Dave Wilhnan, a consul- 
^t to Aviation Charter, 
_^d hb'.was hot. aw^ .that 
Corny worked, the ni^t 
fore.he flew Wellstbne. 

‘T .‘don’t believe the com- 
pany; knew -that he 'had ia 
nursing J 9 b,'’'Willman ^d.j 

Elizabeth -bham Cory,- ;a 
spok^womah for &e Federal 
Aviation' Administration, 
said the lO-hour rest require- 
ment doesn’t prevent pilots 
fl:nm working a nonathatibn 
■job. She said if wouldn’t be.il- 
legal for a pilot to work a seo- 
ond'job; even; if 'tiie wbrk.is 
within iy9;houfs of a takebffi 
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, In 'my last column, .(“Paul, 
Wellstonc: more questions, fewer 
answers”, Reader Weekly ^ 9, 
January, 2003, pp. 12-13), I 
explained how the FBI was on the 
scene of the crash by !nooii, as 
reported by St. Louis County 
Sheriff Rick Wahlberg: "-Which ^ 
means that,' since this contingent' 
came.froih Mhineapolis, 'if must 
have dep^ed from^ the. city no 
later than<9:28 AM to m^e it to 
Duluth around -10:50 .AM aridT 
arrive 'at the scene by* noon., 
'Remairipble, xonsiderihg the 
xrash only occurred, at 10:20jand.. 
- was verified at 11:00. 

These agents are truly special: 
Tlieir powers of anticipation defy 
explanation. Indeed, -Wellstone’s 
-plane ohly^'departed ffomSt. Paul 
at -9:30! -So. they were heading* 

, north to cover a crash Aat had yet 
;to occur at approximately the 
same time that} the plane they' 
going to cover was taking 
offlr Anyone with' predictive abil- 
ities; of ^is caliber is. wasting 
!their tiihe with 'the .FBL , They 
shoidd be.investing in stock, nm- 
ning a betting emporium" pr, bet-*' 
ter yet, picking tickets for the lot- 
,teiy. They would make'a bundle! ‘ 

' Of .course, they might be mak-' 
ing a' bundle already. Who am I 
to' say?'. Shenanigans .by the FBI " 
are nothing new. Theyjknew that 
:JFK liad'beeh Mlled by a lone \ 
assassin before the smoke had.; 
clewed- m'Dealey Plaza."' That 
was iri'the past. More recently,, a 
St; Paul man says the FBI set him 
up {Duluth 'News TMbune^ 9^ 
;J^uary 2003, p. 4(^. The victim;^ 
who /was bom in India,, claims 
Jhey gave* him a plane ticket to 
Hong Kong and arrested him 
Acre after engaging him in .an 
alleged tefforist plot to“ trade 
drugs for \yeapohs. " / 

' fkhow enough about the'FBI 
to find this claim highly plausi- 
ble, especially during the reign of 



Jim Fetzer . 


. . . Reader Weekly ' . 

Jolrn Ashcroft, Attorney General 
extraordinaire, who Specializes in 
depriving- jVmerican citizens of 
fheir enuherated^rights under, the 
Constitution, which he is now in" 
the. process of dismembering, 
-^yone remember the USA 
'Patnof Act,* A^iuch compromises, 
your and my rights to. legal reprc- 
' sentation, to ^edoni from unrea- 
sonable:semch;and’ seizure, from 
, detention without formal ch^es, 
and other basic*"elements of AeJ 
‘Bill of Rights? / \ ' 

'Hiis admifdstratioh'has'bpen 
lying to us about its .fax cuts, the 
SEC, Honieland Security, '9/11, 
and Iraq., Tfiie foundation for its- 
domestic policy has '.become hn 
obsession .with terrorists. We arc 
not actuaUy fighting a war against 
teirorism, which would require 
attacking its ca^es rather th& its 
effects.* Ifwe wanted to eradicate 
'terrorism rather -than kill a- few 
terrorists, we would be doing 
very, different things, ,as;rhave 
explained (“Killing terrorists vs. 
eradicating terrorism?,* Reader 
Weekly^ 27 September 2001, p. 
10 ).^ . 

What the Attorney General 
and This administration need. 


niore than anything, is some sort 
of evidence that there actually are 
teri’orists at' work in the^ USA. 
And that remains the case, even if 
they have to fabricate their'ev^ 
dence, -as may be, true in' this 
instance. Even Eisenhower was 
sufficiently distraught over the 
ascension' of Castro in Cuba that* 
he’ins^cted the-JoinJ Chiefs, 
that, if Ae Cubans did not commit ' 

. an incident to incite an invasion, 
they should invent one^ as James 
, ^zm^6td,Body of Secrets . , 


, has disclosed. 

‘ The' schema they proposed 
including. bl6wing“ up tiie Atlas 
roctet that would carry John 
Glenn into. spa'ceVor- loa^g *a‘ “ 
. coinniercial airliner with colfege 
1 stodents on a holi^y and*sKo6t-" 
iiig'.it down over c5uba. / The ^ 
" CMefs -eyeri took satisfaction 'in 
* the thou^fthat the list of <k^lr. 


Itieswould inflame 'the nationTo 
jrise. up; demanding a military 
^-invasion of .Cuba:^ Jack- .thought 
rthese i^ys were paranpid-^which 
I they weren-^d disapproved their 
schemes. 'Which l^;iein " 
i,to. conclude' that*'*JFKiwas'* an, 
obstacle to fi^tmg coihmunism. 

, If the FBI 'was faster than* a 
-speeding bullet in r^ching^ the* 

* scene '.of 'the Wellstone' brasH,^^ 

-v^ch implies a cover-up, then 
what were they covering up? At - 
The very least, they had a chance 
to secure the black boxrexperts 
say the plane was probably carry- 
ing-ralthough it was not requir^ 

.by law— and* the cocl^it . voice 
recorder- the* l^SB" spent* a day * 

^^d a half loqiting for,' before, 
concluding it did riot exist. It inay ^ . 

have been taken by. the FBI. /’SCSrCu 
^ So there afe'advantegw 
.'being, on ,th*ev scene ri^t aw^ ■ 

- even if getting there in time might^^^'^^"^^ 
' 'entail certain rislK of discovery::''^;;; 

Who would bother to think about 
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the precise time the FBI reached 
the crash scene in the midst of all, 
ofthat confusion and concern? or 
what time it had reached Duluth 
and rented a car? or what time it 
had departed for the norland 
from Mihneapoli^St. Paul? If 
they had not reached the scene on 
time, they would have lost the 
chance to seize or affect whatever 
could give the game away. • ' 

Having .studied 'the death of 
JFK for more than a decade, how- 
ever; I might have become a bit 
paranoid myself. Even if elemen- , 
tary considerations and simple 
.addition prove.that the FBI knew ' 
the crash was going^ to occur ' 
before .the plane had taken off, 
that does not explain why this: 

: m^ was 'targeted. ^ As in other 
cases of the discovery of a corpse, 
itjs possible to know'that a man is . 
dead' without knowing' how he 
was'killed, much less why. ^ 

. " The how. looks incr^ihgly ^ 

' though the , plane ^ w^ 'brougjit 
down'by the use of EMP, as I had 
originally proposed (“Wlmt hai^ 
pened' to . Paul '. Wellstone?”, 
Rea4er 'Weekly; 28 November ' 
2002, pp'. 18-19).‘ But even if that 
turns . out to explain how it was 
done and. why there was a com- 
plete cessation of communication 
concurrent with the coniplete^ loss 
of control; it ddes not explain why 
Wellstone targeted for assas- 
sination.,^ The reasons, however, 
as' in the case of J FK, may not be 
very difficult to discern. They 
appear political in kind. 

^ . In a column published seven 
, months before the election (‘‘Paul ' 
Wellstone, Fi^tef y ^ 

9 May 

ation.com/doc,mhtml?i=2002052' 
7&s=nicKol$), John NichblsJ 
advanced ^ 'reasons • ,why Paul 
Wellstone was “a» hunted man”: 
“Minnesota’s senior senator is not 
just another Democrat on White 
'House political c^ Karl Rovers- 
"target list/ in an electioii' ye^ 
when the Senate bailee of power 
could be decided by the voters of 
a siiigle ‘State”, Nichols wrote. * 
“Rather, getting rid of Wellstone 
is a passion for Rove, Dick 


rnmn 




Cheney, George W. Bush and the 
special-interest lobbies that 'fund 
the’' most sophisticated political 
operation eyer assembled by . a 
presidential administration”. ‘ ^ 

It^ Wellstohe’s u^^hed hh: 
eralism-and determination to block 
the Bush agenda that won him so 
>many enemies.* ’ When most 
Etemociats were ducking for cover 
jfroin the Bush , political machine, ' 
Weli^ne was le^ing into the ring 
and taking, them on— wi^ gusto! 
The race was being read zs admeas- 
ure .'of the potential of progressive 
politics. “If he wris,” Nichols vrete, 
“a' blow' will be' struck, not just 
a^inst the Bush rnachine but against 
;those in Jhe Demoocatic Party 
^ar]^e for tepid mod^on.” T 

For years, he observes, prp-* 
.gressives " have" ^ argued .that 
Derno^ts can win big pidy when 
they eihphasize fimdamental df- 
* ferences betweeri - them ^and 
Republicans on principles of 
"social, justice md .economic 'to 
"..play. Wellstone understood that it 
is a'huge.inistake to back'^away*' 
^ni 'the .“liberal”* label, j TOth 
-wMch ragree. Democra(^‘ after 
"all;, is* a liberal idea. Liberals 
^ believe that* everyone< deserves , 
representation, not just the rich. 

Nichols , also reported that 
Wellstone had the most consistent ^ 
record of opposing Bush adminis- ^ 
tration mitiatives 0^^ 

.^'of the Senate,, according /to* 
Congressional Quarterly, ^ 
received 100% ratings 'from the* 
AFL-CIO,, f American ;fou 
Democratic. Action, and the; 

’ League of Conservation/Voters. 
As the Star Tribune' had 
;dcscribed;him, he “the go-to* 
^y to advarice'the causes of edu-' 
catqrs, envirohmeiitalists, con-., 
suiner and labor ’groups, the cld- 
^erty' and the poof’. And he is 
greatly missed. * ^ * 


.. - As a measure of the difference 
it makes that his voice has been 
silenced, take the news from ,a 
-single day, such as ^Saturday, .as 
reported in the Duluth News 
WbuneX^l January 2003)'/ and 
^k what Paul Wellstone would 
have had 4o say. ^e headline 
( concerns' a local issue, the. anti- 
loitering ordinance/ but does miy- " 
one doubt Paul Wellstone 
believed in the right’ of peaceable 
assembly and association? I think , 
he would have opposed it.' ’ " ; 

On the nation^ scene, another 
tot-page story concerns a Bush 
propp^ to deiw some 20 million 
acres' of ^ wetland protection %m . 
industrial pollution -as an industry 
effort tp;gm key; provisions of the 
dean WatCT Act Wellstone under- 
stood, as to* adniinistration do^' 
noi to wetlands play a crucial role 
in our ecology, filtering out wastes 
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and nurturing sensitive links in the 
fooddiain. When the wetlands are 
gone, the human species will not be 
far behind. Wellstone would have 
opposed it 

In international afi^, a head- 
line announces, “US. officials want 
Iraqi oil to help cover cost of waf 
which, will inflame Arab opinion 
tfiat America has gone to^var in Iraq 
to help itself to that nation’s natural 
resources. > Paul Wellstone would 
have observed that the aj^parcnt jus- . 
tification -for going to in Iraq is 
to take control of the oil that ^ ne^ 
to pay for a war in In^, But,ifthat 
is true, we .don’t ^necd the oil, 
because we don’t need a w^ with 
Iraq. It’s that blatanfand that sti^id, 

Ibmirig to page '3, “Special ^ 
intere^ provisions ciitfrom secu- 
rity, measure”, where eveii the 
Republicans have been so embar- 
ra^ed by their o\ra secret .m'achi-. 
nations in passing the so-called 
Homeland Security bill that they 
are now, acting to remove^lan- 
guagejhat would have, protected 
phaiinaceutical. companies from 
lawsuits for defective vaccines 
and broadening a provision that 
would have had the effect of 
restricting federal > funding for 
rela^ research to Te^ A&M! 
Wellstone would have^a^eed. 

As though those provisioiis 
were .not' outrageous .enough, 
Republican leaders are said to , 
have agreed “to i^orc l^^ge 
pushed by thfe late Sen. Paul 
Wellstone, D-Minn.,\to prohibit 
homeland-security contecte with 
American compmes that have 
moved offshore* to avoid U.S. 
taxes”. ‘That would hardy seem 
controversial, but the^ Bush 
administration is going to reserve 
the right to make exceptions in 
the name of national security! 
Wellstone would have observed 
that national security is rooted in' ' 
economic security, which is there- 
by further weakened. 

On page.4i “U.S. condemns 
North Korea for withdrawing from 
nuclear treaty”, he would have 
pointed out that the United States 


set a poor example for the world 
when it withdrew'from the Kyoto 
Accords 'and its efforts to control- 
global wanning, and .abandoned 
die Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty^ to 
undertake an expensive and alfnost 
certainly ineffectual ABM ^stem, 
which has undermined a half-cen- 
tury of anns control agreements. 
How can we ^mplain wiien they 
simply emulate.us? 

^On the Opinion .page, Paul 
Wellstone would, have agreed 
with Michael Hili that, but for the 
presence of oil, the US would not 
be considering — even remotely-^ 
going to .war against Saddam 
Hussein. He* would have gone . 
further, however, to point out ^at 
,our real re^on for^ attacking^ 
Afghanistan appears to have been . , 
to construct a vast oiP pipeline 
that the Taliban had oppos^ arid 
the what has, been going on in" 
Venezuela appears to be a classic. - 
. CIA (lestabili^tioh operation for 
the sake of oil. ? . 

-he -would\ also have 
agreed — ^most 'emphatically! — 
with Maureen Dowd that this 
administration is brilli^t at . 
manipulating its image to reveaF 
only what it wants ffie public to 
s^, wliere “(Karl) Rove .and his 
president have a new style of cla^* 
warfare— rthe affluent afflicting 
the afflicted;, the ruling class 
enacting' policies to help itself, 
weaving a pashmina safety nk so 
the well-off:can buy more experi- . 
sivc stuff they don’t ri^” ^ Pure. 
Wellstone! We miss you, Paul, 

On Ihp business* page, he 
would have deplored the Bush^ 

^ administration for not extending' 
unemployment benefits for 
800,000 ' American workers that 
expired between Christmas and * 
New Year. * He. would' have 
opposed a judge’s ruling that* 
required the United Airlines’ ' 
xmion for 3*7,000 machinists to 
take a cut in pay, no doubt observ- 
ing thk it 'woufd'be far more 
effective and judicious to have 
ordered United executives to take' 


massive cuts, which they can eas- 
ily afford, instead. 

He would also have skewered 
Republican complaints that 
Democrats are practicing class 
warfare, when precisely the oppo^ 
site is die* case. As my father 
taught me, the Republicans tend 
to accuse the Democrats of that of 
which they.are most guilty. 'And 
he would have ridiculed the \^ce 
President’s reply that the tax cuts 
are not slanted toward the rich, ' 
will not adversely impact state. ^ 
budgets, and will not increase the., 
federal deficit, which appeared in 
The New York Times (11 January 

2003), as ludicrous claims which 
are provably false, as Reagan- 
' omiw should have taught 

And he would have been out- ' 
spoken in denouncing Richard . ^ 
Perle’s announcement that the . 
US, even without United Nations* 
authorization; -is still going, to ' 
attack Iraq, pointing oiit diat the . ' 
US^ is bound to the UN by a* 
^treaty; that nations entering mto^ * 
*that treaty, renounce' their right to 
attack o&er nations- without UN 
authorization unless subject to 
imminent attack; that' treaties, 
'have the same status under our," 
Constitution "^as the Constitution 
itself as the supreme Jaw of the 
land;' and that Bush would there- ^ 
by folate his oath to ^uphold the 
Constitution ^d have, committed 
an pbyiously impeachable act 
(http://www.truthout.org/docs J)2 
/011203A.perleattack.htm). 

JFK was taken out for many 
* reasons, including his desire to cut. 
the oil depletion allowance; to. 
reform or abolish" the Federal 
Reserve; and to dismantle the 
,-CIA. The mob wanted him out to 
regain contol of its resorts and 
casinos in Havma, where it was * 
running the largest money-laun? 
dering operation in the W^tem 
R Hemisphere, and to get his broth- 
er, Bobby, off their backs; J. Ed^ 
wanted to stay on as Director of 
the FBI; LBJ wanted to be “the 
president of all the people”. 



o 



The Joint C3iiefs resented Jack - 
because he had not invaded Cuba 
against their unanimous recommen- 
dation; he had gone ahead and 
signed an above-ground nuclear test 
treaty with the Soviets against 
their unanimous op|^ition; 'and he 
was withdrawing our advisors fiom 
Vietnam, again contrary to their 
^ unanimous recommendatioa The 
Chiefs had^ come to beliwe that 
removing JFK as the Commander- 
in-Chief ,was e^tial to the fi^t 
. against communism,* 

The day after the plane crash, 
David ^Cogswell raised the ques- 
tion* of whether -Paul Wellstone 
could have been the victim of an 
^sassination (“Wellstone Death:' 
jpoul ‘ Play?”; ^http://dayid- 
cogswellxom/PoliticalWelbto^^ 
Dead.html) right-wingers 
have -shown clearly with ftieir 
veiled .threats that they will stop 
at nothing to achieve their aims. 
Now they are prepared to^take it 


to all-out-war in Iraq. They are 
noTonger talking, about bombing 
some, killers holed up in caves in 
the barren* rural landscape of 
Afghanistan./. 

“Yes, the people running 
things are willing to kill large 
numbers of people. They don’t 
like to get their hands dirty. They 
like to push buttons and have 
other, people do the killing. They 
are far too genteel to do the dirty 
wor^k. Obviously, killing is not a 
problem^ for these ^people. So, 
y^, wheii, when I see someone 
killed. and I, see a motive Tor 
sotheone to haye killed him, yes, I ^ 
am suspicious. 

“The United is [this* 
was written prior.tq the election] 
one Senate seat away .from total 
domination by the Bush-C^eney- 
Lott-Delay .right- wing of 
America. The stakes are .extreme.' 
Theso guys play for keeps. * It ^ 
used ,to be call^ hard ball. It’s 
not ball at all. Tt’s war. It’s gang ^ 
war bn a very large 'scale. . I 

am suspicious of everything I see. ' 
I sbe them playing games, ch^t- 
ing, lying and inanipulating in 
practically evety sphere, I . ..Isn’t 
it, strange how many people Who 
opposed the faseiks are killed in 
sorne ' mysterious manner?” 
Strange, indwd. 

' Paul "Wellstone was de^^g 
.the odds. He was pulling away 
fi^om Nonh Coleman, ^e hand- 
picked candidate of Karl Rove. 
The differences' between them ’ 
could hardly have been greater, 
(See, for exmple, “20 Questions 
for Norm Coleman” Reader, 
.Weekly, 3 October 2002, pp. 10- 
11.) His i^d by 25 October 2002 


had grown to six or seven points 
and was increasing. He was 
threatening the image of the 
oniniscient and omnipotent Bush 
political machine. He was ,in 
their face. ‘ 

UseM small bomb. Detonate 
it by remote control or a pressur- 
ized device Better yet, use that 
new BMP thing. No one will even 
think of that Make sure you get 
the feds there right away to clean ^ 
up the scene and secure incrimi- 
nating evidence. Send someone 
unqualified to head up theJNTSB. 
It has worked before. It can work 
again. ' ' " 

And* let’s not kid ourselves. 
Ms guy\w^ a meriace. He’, 
^ might have fiiibmtered the 
Hoineland Security Act. He also 
opposed us on tax cuts, the SEC, 

. and the war on Iraq. He wanted 
'US to investigate 9/11! ' 

. He had become ^ ob^cle in . 
the war on termri^. Killing him 
..set an example; ^In the name of 
'national security. He had to be , 
t^enout.. ' . 

Jim Fetzer, a professor of philosoj 
'p}iy at UMD, believes the Bush, 
administration:; like the Joint 
Chiefs under Kennedy, has gone 
off the deep end and would do 
anything to promote its concept 
Hon of national security/ which ^ 
Just happens to coincide with the 
best interests of the naHon*s oil 
industry. IPs a srmll world. (The 
colurnns to which he mak^ refer- 
ence' rnay* be found pn his web 
site, http://www,assassination-, 
sciehce.com.). / ' 





..Wensfoliecrashilwas 
witMn a stone’s throw 6L ' 

Professor Fetzer, • ,, 

I have both read your two stories'in the 
and also'he^d you on the Duke' 
’ Show concerning the suspicious events' 
surrounding Senator WellstoneV death. 



dreds of times, I know.that it is exactly 10 
' minutes to Virginia from die Hwy #53 & 
#37 (to’Hibbing) intersection. The, airport 
is just a stone’s throw fihm this intersec- 
tion. ■ ■ ’ . 

. The weather, although not sunny and 
warm,wasnotfreezing'rainorsnoweither. ' 
Instead it was cloudy, hazy, with little or no 
wind andjiist above freezing. Anbccasion- 
al mist' fell. What was' happening 10,000 


loud'hummiiig noise. The noise seemed tO' 
be oscillating and Tcould not make out any 


conspiracy theories, etc,, in this instance, I andnearthe surface there wasnothing that 


grotesque, somete slfreeching and hum- 
ming noise. , 

Since 'then, I have discovered that a 
friend 'of mine who I had tried to call earli- 
*er that morning,' said he returned my call 
'that morning and left me a message. He 
-said his message was something like, 
“Another gloomy day in NE Minnesota!" 
Little did he know how gloomy it was 


The morning of Wellstone s crash', I top jhan anything, what caused me to his message on my voicemail; however, 
was on the way to the fiineral of Benny ^je you is your electroinagnetic theory , and to prove my point about receiving the 
Rukavma. In fact, after the funeral when and how such an-'evrat could disable the - callwillgobackthroughmy old cell phone 
we first hewd tot the - crash and the -plane. You see, just a few minutes prior to 'records to see the exact time- when the 
approximate time of the crash jvqs report- reaching the Hwy #53 & #37 intersection incoming call came in,' if you think there is 
ed.as 10:21, 1 -irnmediately' thought to [Mtor: which is within a mile or'two of good reason to do so [Editor: which he has 
myself, “Jeez, I was within a couple of, -the airport], ‘.rttctly remember teceiv- now confirmed' came in at 10:18 that 
miles of. that .airport (traveling, north on ‘mg a call on my cell phone. Although I morning). Could an EMP type event cause 
Hwy. #53, due wpst of the airport)’ at_ |jjve received, calls on rr^ cell phone this to happen to a cell phone within a few 
almost'that eract moment." The reason I before that .have had bad reception and miles ofthe immediate area? 

was sure ofthis, was because-Imrived at barely audibk^ .. ' ■ 

thechurchatexactlyl0:35.afterpickingup . its own, When l answered it, whaf I heard ‘ ' JohnOngaro 

.mymotherin'law’who lives justtwo short souiidedlikeacrokbetweenaroaranda „ > 'Duluth 

blocks away. Having driven this route hun- ; * ■ • 
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PaulWellstone: the m offutiiristic weaponry? 


ArcccntMer(l6Janu^ 
2003, p. 4) included a letter to me 
from John Ongaro, who 
described an unusual experience 
he had en route to the funeral that 
Paul Wcllstone had planned io 
attend when his^plane crashed - 
taking not only his life butthe life 
ofhis wife, six of his aides, and 
tw pilots, The planers highly 
reliable, the weather was not a 
problem, and the pilots appear to 
have been well*qualified, 

John’s description of the 
weather (neither sunny and warin, 
but with no freezing rain or snow, 
but generally cloudy, just above 


freezing, and hazy with little'or 
no wind), coincides extremely 
closely with the 'depictions and 
photographs given by* Steve 
Filippvitch and printed, in the 
Reader (2 January.2003, front 
coverandpp, 16*18), Thercisno. 
basis for early reports that freez- 
ing rain was a contributing factor, 
as an earlier column has 
explained (28»December 2002, 
pp. 18*19). 

These circumstances force us 
to take seriously possibilities we 
might prefer not to confront on 
moral, political, or 'personal 
grounds. If the more obvious 
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hypotheses, such as mechanid 
problems,’ pilot, errors, and bad 
weather, cannot account for the 
evidence, then other, more sinis* 
ter, hypotheses require considera* 
'tion, such as that the crash may 
have been caused by a small 
bomb,^a gas canister, or BMP 
weaponry, 

£lectro*magnetic pulse 
weaponry may Initially sound 
exotic, but there are reasons to 
take it seriously, Ongaro wrote to 
explain, exactly what what had 
happened to him, ‘Vustafew 
minutes prior to reaching the 
Hwy #153 and ##37 intersection ' 
[which is within a mile or t^x) of 
the airport], '! distinctly remem- 
ber receiving a' call on my cell 
phone. Although I have received 
calls on my cellphone before that 
have had bad reception and (have 
beenjbareiy audible, thisdl was 
in a league of its own, 

“WhenT answered it, what I 
heard sounded like a cross 
between a roar and a loud hum* 
ming noise. The noise seemed to* 
,be oscillating and I could not 
makC'Out any words'being spo; 
ken, ' Instead, just this loud, 
grotesque, sometimes screeching 
and humming noise,... [John has 
confirmed that he received an 
incoming call at 10:18AM on the 
morning of 25 October 2002, 
shortly before the crash.) Could' 

, an BMP type event cause this to 
* happen toacell phone within ina 
few miles of the immediate'’ 
area? / Indeed, the answer 
appears to be, “Yes”. 

As Major Scott Merkle 
explained in an issue of 
>kelliim a^\fJhm,fas.or^ 
\rplaieneylariit\ylirakdmM 
published 

in 1997, the existcncc.of these 
“Goldeneye" -like pulse weapons, 
first became a reality in the early 
1960s. ^ile testingJhydrogen . 
bombs in'outcr space, hundreds 
of miles above the planet, 
American and Soviet scientists 
discovered that each atomic blast 
created a pulse of electromagnet* 
fc energy similar to conventional 
.radio-made microwaves, but^with 
energy so great that they erased 
magnetic memories and melted 
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the micrpscopicjunctions in tran- 
sistors on the Earth beta” This 
lead to a surge in military' devel- 
opment of their use as' sophisti- 
cated electromagnetic' pulse’ 
(BMP) weaponry. 

Indeeik ano^er instance that 
maycxcraplilythcuscofEMPon 
a civilian target occurred about 


Iraq, Saddam Hussein and his 
forces will be instant guinea pigs 
for a' new generation of US ^ 
weapons which may be used for 
the first time in all-out war,,.. 

' “In the years since the last 
Gulf War it- has emerged that 
America’s so-called smart bombs 
were not as precise or as plenty as 
the world had been led to believe. 
This time the US and its weapon* . 
ry have to be smartcr-if 
Washington wants world accept- 
ance ofitsrole’in Iraq during arid 
after a war, it cannot afford to 
trash the country and its civilian 
infrastructure as it did last time. 

“Which is where a new suite 
of US weapons will come into 
their own, These are high-pow- 
ered microwave devices, ‘direct- 
ed energy! weapons that the US 
hopes can be used to render a 
fleet ofarmy vehicles useless by 


systcmsiThcywillalsocausedis* 
orientating pain-but apparently 
no lasting damag^-by playing 
with, nerve-ends in the enemy’s 
skin ‘ ' (\mMh,m.au/arti^ 



30 miles northeast of Nashville 
on6'july200Iatl0:45AMCST, 
where a mysterious power surge 
killed dozens of birds and dam- 
aged transmitters, phone lines, 
and computer equipment at coun- 
ty music radio station, WJFK 
(1090 AM),' The residents of 
Williamson County were shaken 
by^this occurrence, which had 
effects that were experienced over' 
a large part of the county.^ Their 
disturbing accounts have been ' 
chronicled at kp:ihm,ireaU 
dreamsxoM90w]hn,htin. 

More recently,' Paul 
McGeough ^of The Sydney 
Morning Herald '(4 January 
2003) of Sydney, Australia, has 
confirmed reports that the United 
States has new high-tech 
weapons to unleash against the 
Iraqis in order to save American 
lives, “If the fighting starts in 


html), , 

BMP weapons for*miIitary* 
use appear to have been opera- 
tional at least since 1997; “On 
15 December 1997 Raytheon TI 
Systems (formerly Texas 
Instruments Defense Systems & 
•Electronics) announced that its 
AGM-154A JSOW [which is a 
nonnuclear BMP weapon] has 
been recommended by the Navy 
for fleet release. In a report 
released on October 9, the Navy’s 
Operational Test and Evaluation 
Force found JSOW to be opera- 
tionally effective, operationally 
suitable and recommended it for 
fleet rclmc''(htip://m,deep- 
spacdcomlpageMence/empfe 
mpmrheadsMnt), 

A U General’s Congressional 
testimony on 17 Juqe 1997 also 
affirms ‘the adaptability of such 


devices to take M aircraft: “These 
weapons can interfere with the takeoff and 
Janding of planes. They can bring an air* 

' plane down. . , , They can eifect the 
national power gri(i anything that has got , 
an electronic chip in it, a circuit board, any 
piece of electronic gear that is touched by ' 
one of these weapons.. ^ 

M they come cither as ‘narrow beam 
over long distances, or ultra*high.bcam, 
ultra*wide beam, ultra*wide beam weaps 
that can project greater rates of power 
(htip:llsun,socLniu.(dul 
^ ^'•ciypMerlschMtm), 

Even TIME magazine’s web site has 
reported on their availability; 

America’s Ultra*Secrct Weapon^ 
ByMarkThompson » . 

Posted Sunday, 19 January 2003; 10:31 
AMEST 

“If there) a second Gulf War, get ready 
' to meet the high'powcr microwave, HPMs 
are man*made lightning bolts crammed 
into cruise missiles. . . . HPMs fry the, 
sophisticated computers and electronic 
gear necessary to produce, protect, store 
anddelivcr such agents. The powerful elec- 
tromagnetic pulses can travel into deeply 
buned bunkers. 

„ “ThcHPMisatop*sccrctprogram,and 
the Pentagon wants to keep it that way. 
Senior military officials have dropped 
hints about a licw, classified weapon for 
Iraq but won’t provide details. Still, infor- 
mation aboui HPMs, first successfully test- 
ed in 1999, has trickled out. ’High-power 
microwavejcchnologyjs ready for 'the 
transition to active weapons in the US mil- 
itary,’ Air Force Colonel Eileen Walling 
wrote in a rare, , unclassified report on the 
, program three years ago. ‘There arc signs 
that microwave -weapons will represent a 
revolutionary concept for warfare, princi- 
pally because microwaves are designed to 
incapacitate equipment rather than 
humans.’ (i]ttp:ilwmMtcom!tke/cov- 
mil I0M()l27/nmlciv.htm}). 

It may not remain “top secret’’ for long, ' 
Even The New Ifork Hm (2 February 
2003) has raported that the war with Iraq is 
going to be fought using these sophisticat- 
ed weapons, almost in passing as an aside; 
“Although some experimental weapons are 
expected to be uscd*including high pow- 
ered-microwave weapons that could flash 
millions of watts of electricity to cripple 
Iraqi computer' and cquipmenMhe air 
campaign would shut down but not destroy 
important city services, like water and 
electricity, so they could more easily be 
restarted to minimized public health prob- 


Phil Ratte' has dratra thoughtful com- 
parisons with the Carnahan crash, raising, 
many questions about the similarities, 
between the events, including that they 
wre both on final landing approach when 
they veered off and dove into the ground; 
that both had loss of communication coin- 
cident upon the loss of control; that both 
could be explained by the, use of EMP 
weaponry; that their Senate seats were cru- 
cial to Republican control; and, that Carol 
Carm’ody, a former employee of the CIA, 
led both NTSB investigations. (The use of 
EMP in the Carnahan case may even have 
been captured by radar weather maps. See 


And it is ridiculous on its face to sup- 
pose that a herbicide strong eiiough to> 
destroy coca fields should have no ill- .. 
effects. Ironically, the US Embassy in 
Colombia had just circulated materials to 
reporters, noting the ‘precise geographical 
coordinates’, used to spray coca fields. 
According to embassy officials, a comput- 
er program sets precise flight lines with a 
nWoot width, leaving little room for 
mof(hitp:llwmMmriciis,or^newM 
C(ICI2IOjerb!ciSjomjjJem{oK{i 
sp ).' . ’ 

As , though one close call were not 
remarkable enough, bombs were found at 



“Carnahan Crash EMP?’’ and related links 
atAr//>.yAvmv.assflss/nfltec/e«ce;com,j 

Ratte* bclieves-and I agree-that 
both tragedies deserve further scrutiny and 
objective investigation by authorities not 
controlled by the US government, 
^'Political insiders know that a number of 
* US Congresben and US Senators suspect 
that both Wellstone and Carnahan were 
assassinated but are afraid to speak out”, 
Ratty remarks. “They are afraid for their 
lives because of the anthrax attacks on two 
Democratic US Senators (Tom Daschel 
and Patrick Leahy] and the assassination of 
two more.Democratic US Senators, As 
FDR remarkedl ‘There are no coincidences 
in politics.’’’ 

It should also be observed that Senator 
Wellstone had experienced two close calls 
during visits to South America iniecent 
years. On a fact-finding trip to Columbia, 
Wellstone m doused with herbicide while 
he m observing’a Columbian National 
Police demonstration, According 
toWeekly News Update on the Americas, 
which'reported it, “Wellstone and other 
members of his delegation were hit with a 
fine spray of'the herbicide 
from a' helicopter flying less than 2M feet 
above them. 

“Just before the incident, It. Col. 
Marcos Pederos, the police official in 
charge of the spraying mission, had 
assured Wellstone the spray posed no risk 
to humans, animals or the. environment." 
That seems to be false. 'Glyphosatc has 
causal links to acrylamide, which turns out 
to be a potent nerve toxin in humans that 
can bring about the translocationbf mercu* ^ 
ly toxins stored m the fat cells of the body* 
to cross the blood-brain barrier and poi$on< 
brain cells, according to a recent medical 
rcport(Ar/p://www.l-j/s.org.H^/flcrv* 


crucial locations as Senator Wellstone con- 
tinued his visit 'to the small town of 
Barrancabermeja. Although American 
authorities'denied that the Senator or the 
US Ambassador to Colombia, Anne 
Patterson, who accompanied him, were tar-. 
geted for assassination, suggesting it vras 
merely a “coincidence". Police Colonel’ 
Josi Miguel Villar said Wellstone and 
Patterson were the most likely targets. 

According to ABCNews.com, which 
reported the story, “Villar said two shrap- 
nel-wrapped land mines were 'found on 


Thursday hours before the US officials 
flew into Barrancabermeja alongside the 
road leading ftom the airport to the town. 
TTie land mines each carried a 6.6-pound 
explosive charge, were attached to cables 
and a detonator and were ready to be set 
off,' ‘If the bomb had gone off, it could 
have caused immense damage,’ Villar said. 
’It would have spread shrapnel over a wide 
areaandcouldha^ taken out lOor 15peo-* 
pie.’’’ (kllpMcms-soxont/sectlons. 
mld/DailyNewMmiiMI20^^ 
Wellstone, displaying his knack for- 
standing up’to political pressure, was one 
of a hand^l of senators opposing a $1.3 
billion US aid plan ostensibly directed 
against drug trading in Columbia and raid 
he would insist that Colombia get no more 
US aid until it improved its human rights 
record. ■ Ratte' has observed that the herbi- 
cide) through its links with acrylamide, 
might ,have induced Wellstone’s MS. 
Mercury poisoning appears to have iJiS, 
Parkinson’s, and ALS«ng its effects. 
Maybe they had killed him, just not fast 
enough, ’ / « 

Jim Fetier, a professor of philosophy at 
UMD, has become convinced by 'his inves* 
Illations that Paul Msione was taken out 
for political reasons, and that his death 
thus property qualifies as an assassination. 


Agency Shelter ‘'Meals Households Number provided 
Beds filled provided' provided groceries 'other services 


CHUM ^ 274 
Union Gospel 
Mission 1,724 


Loaves and Fishes 

188 / 

375 



Safe Haven Shelter 



* 

ForBattcredWofflcn 183 

549 


183 

Life House' 

56 

139 

* 


Salvation Army 

179 

'230 

35 .■ 

49 

LSS 

133 . 

205 ' 


180 

Domiano Center 


. 1,469 


461 

Do.CO.WIC , 



144 


Northwest WI 




1 

Comm. Service 





Agency 

234' 

430 

49 


CASDA 

56 

126 

3 

6 ! 

WccklyTotals 

1,303 

5,383 

383 

919 ; 

January Totals 

5,787' 

23,528 

1,457 

4,094 ' 

4ihQtr.Totals . 

18,410 

. 70,530 

5,411 ^ 

12,787 , 

3rdQtr.TotaIs^ 

17,222 

71,413 

4,824 

, 12,069 , 

2nd Qtr. Totals 

15,272 

64,899 . 

, 5,873 

11,876 ' 
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(Mount CDpping in Space Below) 


Ail on 

pilot error weather. Some obs^ers 
} stUlhave.suggestedapoliticalplot 


By Kevin Diaz 

Star Tribune Washington Bureau Correspondent 

Wi^HINGTON, D.C. — When federal myes- 
tigators released a report lak month about Ae 
plane^ crash that killed Sen. Paul Wellstdne, 
some members of Congress hoped it wdiild dis- 
pel ^ that his plane was sabotaged. 

It didn’t. ■, 

Ini Internet chat groups,' political Web sites 
and the published reports of several leftist aca- 
demics, conspiracy theories about Weljstone’s 
death last October maintain' a life of their own, 
"particularly in northern Minnesota. 

^ In one nasty exchange, a retired prosecutor 
from Duluth has threatened to take legd action 
against a University of Minnesota-Duluth phi- 
losophy professor who espouses the belief that 
the Bush'White House had a hand in Wellstone's 
demise. 

The former prosecutor, Thomas Bieter, al- 
leges that the'professof, Kehhedy-assassihatioh 
■theprist James Fetzer, has committed “criminal 
defamation’^ by.publishing articles suggesting a 
^government coverup of the crash investigation. 

CRASH continues on A7: 

— A firialNTSB report is months away. 




Thomas Bieter 
has started a 
chatgrpup 
criticarofcon-^ 
spiracytalk. 


W ' ' m 

James Fetzer 
-hassuggest- 
;e"d a govern- . 
^m'ent coverup 
of the probe.: 
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Wells tone associates say 
they have done nothing to 
en^courage such speculation, 
which some fear could trivial- 
ize the senator's political 
legacy and turn his memory 
1 into a morbid pop culture 
story. I 

"It's not productive," for- | 
met Wellstone aide ^lison 
Dobson said. "We're very anx- 
ious to get to the bottom of I 
the crash, but at the same 
time, this sort of thing seems 
like chasing' one's own tail. . . . 
We have every confidence 
;that the NTSB and the FBI are 
-doing their work'well."- 

But a final report by the 
OTSB (National Trahspdha- 
tion Safety Boardl'is* months 
away; ' 

Left-wing theories ^ 

When a prominent politi- 
cal figure dies suddenly,’ tit 
isn't uncommpn for rumors 
^d speculation to spring to 
tiife. When White House 
lawyer Vince Foster commit- 
ted suicide in 1993, for exam- 
ple, right-wing ^oups alleged 
\that he was murdered and 
that then-Pfesident Clinton 
sand First Lady Hillary Clinton 
covered it up. i 

I In Wellstone's case, suspi- 
I cions surfeced within days of 
|the Oct. 25 crash near ’the 
Eveleth-Viirgihia Municipal 
Airpqrftihat killed him,jHis 
mfe, Sheila, their daughter 
Marcia, tiHfee staffers and 
both pilots operating the < 
chartered B eechcraft' King" Air 
AlOO airplane. 

‘ ^ In an Oct. 28 article pub- 
hshedqh ’ah alternative' jour- 
nalism Web site under tihe 
title "Was Paul* Wellstone 
Murdered?" ^Buffalo Slate 
College jdurn^sm professor 
: Michael Niman wrote, "There 
is no indication today that 
Wellstone's death was the re- 
sult'bf foul play. What we do 
know, however, is that Well- 
stone emerged as the most 
visible obstacle standing in 
the way of a draconian politi- 
cal agenda by an unelected 
government. And now he is' 
conveniently gone.” 

In the^article, posfed'^oh 
AlterNet.org; the professor 
expressed surprise that WeU- 
. stone had "lived this lo ng" ~ 


Niman'?^ficle was alsa 
followed by a number of simi- 
lar pieces in. thletieft-wihg 
press', notably one by syndi- 
cated^ cartoonist and com- 
mentator Ted Rail speculat- 
ing that Wellstone was killed 
so Repubdcans could regain 
control of the Senate. "Did 
government gangsters niur- 
der the United States' niost 
.liberal legislator?" Rail wrote 
in a column Oct. 29. ! 

' R^'s piece has since' be- 
come fodder for discussion 
— and condemnation — pn'a 
number of Web sites. ‘ ^ 
The column was foUoiwed 
by a*, piece by ex-Los Angeles 
police officer and journalist 
Michael Ruppert; who con- 
cluded in his political 
heraletter/ From the Wilder- 
ness, that top Democratic of- 
ficials are twice as likely to die 
in plane crashes as Republi- 
cans. j. , 

Ruppert, best known for 
his accusations of alleged CIA 
drug trafficking, called the 
history of plane crashes cuIt 
minating in Wellstone's death 
"too full of coincidences." 


^'Conspiratorialists’ 

The official -Washington}' 
investigation has focused on‘ 
a 'combinationiof pilot error 
;and northern- Minnesota^ 

. weather. 

Rep. Jim Oberstar pf;Pu- 
luth, me top Democrat On the^ 
House-Transportation wdln- 
frastructure Committee, said' 
the jointFBI and NTSB invest!. I 
gation has raised enough 
questions about the two pilots' 

‘ approach in low cloud cover to 
putaside the theories of “con- 
; 'spiratorialists.” 

I "Every .allegation -regard-. 

, ing sabotage, was fully 
investigated,, and >the. NTSB 
1 came up with no evidence of 
that," said Mary Kerr, Ober- 

I star’s press aide. -..-' > 

Blit the'caiise of the crash 
is still far from settled in arti- , 


^les and Internet discussions" 
involving ^etzer, the Duluth 
philosophy professor^who. 
won a $100,000 McKnight 
Foundation grant in 1996 for 
his work in the philosophy of . 
science. 

Fetzer, an ex-Marine who 
I has published several books 
and papers' about the JFK as- 
I sassination, opened the first 
of six aiticles in the DuliiA 
Reader Weekly about the ‘ 
Wellstone crash 6y saying) 
“Conspiracies are as Ameri- 
can dapple pie." j 

iDiscountingweather, pilot 
erroYor mechanical problems 
■in Wellstone's fli^t, Fetzjef’s 
afticles have seized on the 
possibility, of ' sabotage 
brought oh by -a futuristic 
electromagnetic pulse 
weapon that he said could 
have disabled the plane’s 
computerized cbmponenfs. 

J 'Evidence for this, 'he said 
in M interview, waa the ab- 
sence of any distress caU from 
■thet pilots and the odd cell- ■ 

I phone ’experience reported 
by St. Louis County lobbyist 
JohnOngaro. 

Origaro', who was near the 
airport when Wellstone’s 
plane went' down, has dis- 
missed the sigi^cance of his 
e:^eriehceVin.vdiich' he said 
Kfe cell phone made ‘‘strange’’ ■ 
'sounds and then disconnect- 
ed. . 

- “It’s not utiusiial for cell 
photies to cut out, especially ; 
in: northern Minnesota,’’ 'he - j 
Smd. 

■ Fetzer’S articles rely less 
oh hmd evidence of any kind 
of murder plot than on arm- 
ing that the inyestigators’ 
findings don’t add up. 

'More provocative than ) 
Fetzer’S'thepries about hbw 
Wellstone’s plane went db^ 
.are his conclusions about 
I who w^ responsible; 

I “When I suggest Republi- 
cans may haye been in- 
volved," he wrote in the 
Reader, “I do not mean the 
average GOP yoter; F mean 
the ttoika that runs]the gov- j 
ernmenti-consistlhg-of Dick 
Cheney, Karl- Rove' and Don- 
ald Rumsfeld." — 



pT^WhileHousespokestnarT 
'said he had no comment 


about Fetzer’s.allegations. 
Fetzer’s theories do not ini- 
■ plicate Sen. Norm Coleman, 
■RiMinn., who was. running 
against Wellstone when he 
died! Two Coleman aides dis- 
missed Fetzer’a accusations 
privately but declined to 
make any public commehb ' 
Fetzer’s theories fhave 
caught the attention of re- 
tired St. Louis County prose- 
cutor Thomas Bieter, who has 
’starfed a critical Internet chat 


^bup. called FETZERclaims- 
DEBUNK. ! 

Ivluch bfthe give-and-take 
on the Web site has been be- 
tween Fetzer. and Bieter; who 
once took a philosophy 
course from Fetzer and con- 
sidered him a friend. The two 
I are novy bitter antagonists. 
Bieter' has threatened to 
take his case to his former 
colleagues ai-the St. Louis 
i County attorney’s office. 

Chief prosecutor John De- • 
Santo said his office would be 
unlikely to get involved. But’ 
that has not deterred Bieter, 
who said- Fetzer icbuld face 
I civil sanctions as well, f* ' ' 

“I simply think -it’s, 
irresponsible to publish' arti- 
- cles^ 'accusing Republicans, 
.the'FBI and me NTSBsof ani 
assassination cbverup before- 
the| investigation haf^everi 
been completed," Biete’rsaid. 

Fetzer said he has not spo- 
ken out about the- Wellstone' 
death as a university profes- 
sor but as a private citizen: 
l“This,is hob done 'off the 


top of my-head,” he said. ‘Jl’m' 
not just interested in stirring 
upi some . . . stoim'. I’m-inter-i 
ested in the truth. If I can be- 
come- convinced that I am 
mistaken about this, I will 
gladly accept .that and sleep 
easier at night Because, be- 
lieve me,;the implications of I 
this are profoundly disturb- j 
ing." 

KevinDiazisat 


kdktz@nicclatchydc.conu 
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RON EDMONDS. ASSOCIATED PRESS 
National Transportation Safety Board investigators in 
Washington on Tuesday discuss their findings in the crash that 
killed U.S. Sen. Paul Wellstone and seven others. 


J 


BY CHARLES LASZEWSKI and TOM WEBB 
Pioneer Press 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

A cascading series of mistakes by the pilots 
flying a plane carrying U.S. Sen. Paul 
Wellstone and five other passengers was 
responsible for the fatal crash, a yearlong 
investigation by the National Transportation 

Safety Board concluded Tuesday. 

Minutes before the crash, Capt. Richard Corny and 
co-pilot Michael Guess missed or ignored at least two 
indicators that the plane was in trouble as it approached 
the Eveleth-Virginia Airport on Oct. 25, 2002. 

Had they recognized the warning si^, the pilots 
should have been able to abort Uie landing in time to 
avoid the crash, the five-member board unanimously 
agreed. 

Instead, the Beech King Air AlOO turboprop fell short 
of the runway and crashed into a swamp two miles south 
of the airport, bursting into flames. Investigators said 
that because of the pilots’ mistakes, the aircraft failed to 
maintain "adequate airspeed, which led to an aerody- 
namic stall from which they did not recover.” 

‘"ITiis is a tragic accident that really shouldn’t have 
happened,” said NTSB chief Ellen Engleman. “VlTe find 
there is never oif%i§^irfactor,4aitjou get a domino 
effect, 'Iliey had' ^y§ipl bijportuiMtie^to corr^ 
toey were not able lb cofect^’-<e j ~ 

Wellstone; his wife, Sheifa; Ihefr dtqighter. -Marcia 
Wellstone Marfoson; an^^^ampaign workers Mary 
McEvoy, Tom Lapic and 'Wult'Miiali^d^left St, Paul’s 
downtown airp^ at 937 am, for Eveteih, where they 

LgRASHR^ORT,4A 





Investigators detail C!^sh‘..rAi«ye miles out, the plane intercepts Q/OR . pilots fly a mile beyond the 
of Wellstone flioht "signaljfor runway 27. Rather than make a 

turn to stay on.the.prope r headin g, the aircraft I^<? tOrhing.west At this point I 
continues flying to the southwest. Lowi^airspeedfr^ihvestigatdrisay^ should! 
likely triggered a stall warning device to go^off.^fiJ have declared a missedv^^^ 

fi:i/aiath I — " ’ appro^^^^ 

MuS-SSr* air traffic controllers to clear! 

- ! them for another attempt 1 


Eveleth 






. j' 

St Louis River 


S£ (A .. r : 

^ Ruhway,27 
fieasdotZTf-^ — M 


- Seconds before it crashed, the plane's speed^^^^^^^^ 
knots, causing the aircraft to stall. Because of the low 
altitude, the pilots were not able to recover. ju Dp«,.u, 


The Beechcraft King Air A 1 OO^^^c^^Sport from 
the south. Investigators said it was traveling too fast and 
could not make a normal turn toward runway 27 . 

TIM MONTGOMERY /PIONEER PRESS 




Compiled by staff writer Tom Majeskl 
Source: National Transportation Safety Board. 


attend a friend's funer^ 
going on to a camp^gnf 
fstqj) -<In Duluth; The planet 

ci^hedatl022am. 

I f^oard member Richard Heal- 
ing commended NTSB investt- 
their efforts to deter- 
mme what caused' the plane to' 
g<h;^wn. But he lamented -that 
“9<Sfle may ever know, how the, 
pdptejnissed.the red flags or 
)^SX''.’th6y failed to make the 

(proper adjustments. 

don’t know why” -Heal-J 
mgjsaid. "It’s.quite speculative.”! 
wckpit voice .recorders and 
date recorders ^e not 
T^Wfod in planes like the King 


Ift , '.miles of disaster, j 

T^raSB mvestigators used] 
radar tracking .date and 
®“ 9 Wons„of the flight's final 
mqjnents, to, .piece together a 
,moment-by-momeht re-efeation 
ofy,the accident as' the plteie 
approached Eveleth. 

2 .^ 6 m about lo miles out 
thing seemed .to go >yrong;, 

I :?!'#Put jl 0:10 am. — of 12 
/mijiutw be^e the ci^h the 
fpMe was. traveling tb'o.fast. to 
properly extend .the landing 
I ge^ \Vhile flying at 3,500 ifeet 
■ fwe sea level, the crew shifted 
I the aircraft’s engine toward idim 
tp^ireduce. speed, and get the 
wljeels down. 

_ 9 "a M tee plane, nearefl 
Eypleth at 10:18, it swung too far 
north and was not’ properly 
lined up for a final approach to 

L the runway. 


1020 ''the- pilots~had’ 
Is^finiiigl^ overcome that mls- 
1 1 ^’ and were back oritargetfor 
te^ruhTOy. But the plane agate 
dieted off course, this time to 
te&south. It TOS so \ride,of the 
m^k that the pilots should have 
altorted the landing and tried 
agate. 

I ^ Less team a minute Jater, 

( plane’s approach speed 
I dropped below the recommendf 
e(m30 knots an'd continued to 
fa^ an event that also should 
h^e triggered a decision to 
alwit the landing. When the 
speM fell to 76 knots, the plane 
st^ed, veered sharply left and 
crashed. 

jilNTSB investigator Charlie 
Pereira said that scenario, was 
“consistent with a stall and loss 
ofJeontroL” Unless the airport' 
was' in sight and the landing 
gdsff^was dovra,- “the airplane 
should never have been fldvvn 
b eloyj 130 knots.” he said. , 


?3ohnCiari^m'SBdirectoro 
therOffice of Aviation Safety, 
speciflated -that Conry* and- 
Guess may have lost track of the 
’ plMcj and let it go off course 
whfle]frying to correct the earll- 
errprqblems they created tevolv- 
ta^r.^cessive speed, and the 
landjpggear. 

Slohanne Conry,- wife of the 
pilq^.jsat in the second row of 
tefe hearing room, listening to 
netely all 90 minutes of the 


flying abilities, she walked out 
\ ofl'th^ room, appearing upspt.. 
andjleaning on a Mend’s aim. 
SI)e'*.declteed to answer iany- 
qudsUons from reporters. 

^FLIGHT COMPANY 
I PROBLEMS 

'■ 

rnfie board also was.cfitical of 
J|^arter Aviation, the Eden 
Pr^e company that owned the 
plmeland provided the training 
foif Q(|nry and Guess. 

f ‘Bo)uid investigators said the 
comp^ had standard operating 
pijqcdflures, but many of its pilots 
w^ l unaware of them. Had' 
Corny and Guess been following 
thosei procedures, they would 
hwe i maintained an, approach i 
spee^ of 130 knots .and sorted i 
the landing after the plane veered i 
off TOftrse the second tima 
I aire board also said the two I 
[ pilots] failed to work as a team 
arid Back each other .up.-when I 
f prpblqiris arose, a finding the J 
[ hq^ blamed on inadequate j 
I trainijig. Charter Aviation had an I 
I approyed training unit designed j 




to help pilots acguire those skills, 
but the company’s ground school 
used.only.a.part of it-AIso,'the 
pflots \yere not required to do 
simulations on the techniques, 
according to the board. 

The result Avas the pilots 
I were not paying enough atten- 
tion to the aircraft’s instru- 
I ments, If they had, said NTSB’s 
Bill Bramble, “at least one of 
them” would have observed the 
plane was in danger.. 

Finally, there ^vas no' mecha- 
nism for pilots to' file aridny- 
mous reports alerting the com- 
: pany’s-mahagement to pilots 
who lacked skills or showed 
lapses in judgment^ That was 

finiiiitii \\ , 


especially significant in CJonry’s 
case. Investigators said quick 
action by his co-pilots saved pre- 
vious flights on which Corny" 
had made serious mistakes. 

Roger and Shirley Wikner, 
owners of Aviation Charter, could 
not be reached for comment after 
the hearing Tuesday. In August, 
.Aviation Charter and sevei^ 
related companies agreed to a 
$25 million settlement from the 
crash to be divided aniong the 
famili^iOfithe Wellstohes and 
their- aides. The ^^conipanies 
a^fa^ no \vrongdoing. 

‘iAviatibn Oiarter has 
reached a settlement that .is 
acceptable to all parties and 


therefore chooses not to com- 
ment on the; NTSB findings,” 
said Michael Lindberg, an attor- 
ney representing the Wikners. 

Jeff Blodgett, Wellstone’s cam- 
paign manager at the time of the 
crash, said Qie NTSB report \vas 
“ejctremely painful and disturb- ' 
ing” to him and others at Well- 
stone Action, the organization 
formed to carry on the work of 
Paul and Sheila Wellstone. 

. “It is now crystal clear that 
the crash didn't have to happen 
and-^mever should have hap^ 
pened,” Blodgett said. “Those 
two pilots never should Have 
been allo\ye4 to fly people in 

that plane, and I do hope there’s 

1 ' ^ 


t 


some accountability for those 
who let those pUots fly. 

“As a ciistomer,--when. you 
hire a company, you expect that 
the pilots carrying this precious, 
.caigo are highly qualified to 
•safely carry, people,” he said. 
“And that was not the case hera 
And it’s very painful to find that 
out after the fact” 

He said “there are mqjor 
questions about the training, 
back^ound arid credibility of 
the pilots, and questions about 
the management of those 
pilots.” He added, ‘Tt’s.deeper,j 
than a ;iriistake hi iSdairi It’s 
overwhelming.”" 

The Wellstones’ sons, David 


arid Maric^ were riot ava^Ie^ 
crirmerit * . ~ 

RULED OUT 

O vercast coriditioris, low yisi;.; 

bility and light rabi thej 
mqrriirig of the flight mightalso^ 
have contributed to the cra‘sH.j 
Low clouds might have prevent- 
ed them from seeing trie landing 
strip, said. Frank Hilltog, ,the 
'investigatbr-ln-charge. ‘ , 
Therciwere reports of^rtez- 
ing'rain in the area^But for the, 
1^ four minu%' arid ^ 
ori'dsVof,the fligrit,' the plane waS; 
in.ari area where ire should notj 
,haye aonuriulated on the plane’s 
, wings £uid did^not, affec£,ite jper? 
formarice%di^g;-drec^ 
board” concluded 
there'yTOsIl^rit'ire on tiie vyirig’s 
leading .edge, the .plane ,womd 
have been slightly more suscep-^ 
tible .to, stalling at low .speeds.^ 

I But .tiie . aircraft .already was ,in^ 
troubl^Pereirasaid.‘ , 

Trie board also dismissed. 
!pilot fatigue as .a factbrj everi; 
thougri- Coriry had worked»<a 
nuraing job* and fl'o^yn ane^ly-.! 
morning charter flight .during 
the past two days. • I 

'AlsofiiUed out were equips 
ment problems. All parts of the; 
aircraft were well maintained- 
and working properly. The air4 
port’s radio beacon was ! fine] 
within five miles of thOiruriway 
and \vas not a coritributing fac- 
tor, either, the board concluded. * 
Mo^ aeronautics experts 
contacted by the Piorieer Press 
on Tuesday said the NTSB; 
investigation appeared to be; 
thorough.andits’conclusipns ofi 
Iriilot error are reasoriable. j 


.‘It soundr*like a^clj^ic 
behirid-the:ahplane "‘sceharib 
and’ they lost track of what was* 
importot,” said Enc Doteri;| 
director of the Center for Xero-j 
spare Safety and Security Edu-J 
:• cation at- Embry-Riddle .Aero-' 

I nautics University in ElbrldaL 
i ‘"They should have gone around; 
I'gathered their thou^ts arid 
toendoneitright’^ i 

' In fact, Conry once told ja 
friend- that he was uncoriifoit-J 
able flying the King Air because; 
he was unable to keep up with] 
bverything'he .should be dbirigl 
in the cockpit j 

RECOMMENDATIONS i 

T he board 'aiso'^sa^*lbrrin 
. cftticism for the Fe d eral' Ayi^ 

atibn- AdnShis^tion ^The ! 
agei^ inspected Aviafibn Cluff- 
‘ter but failedtoldetect the Irai^ 
ing lapses cited in the NT^SB . 
report Nor did FAA inspectors 
fly with the company’s pilots. 

Les Door, an F^. 

spokesman, defended 'the 
agericy’s Miririeapblis bfiice and 
said it conducted its inspections ; 
of the company properly and, on 
or ahead of scheduln 
' %e NTSB recommended 
. that the FAA make four changes 
to prevent future accidents: 

■ Include in-air and ground , 
school inspections. , 

■ Require more cockpit irian- 
agement training for ail charter 
*• coriipanies that staff flights with 
a pilot arid co-pilot ' | 

* iTDetermine whether-planes 
coidd be equipped with warning 
systems that soimd an alarm 
when speeds, drop to dangerous 
levels. 


■ Establish procedure^ fer ) 
ping such systems if they are I 
' found to be feasible I 

I The board also renewed its} 

; recommendation that video cam- 
eras bb required in the cockpits 

I ra pIanes..Such equipment would 
re eg)edally important uismall- 

er planes like the Beech King Air 
100 and others that are not' 
required to have fli^t data or 
' cockpit voice recorders. 

The'board’s conclusions and 
recommendations didnot satis- i' 
fyjeveiyon^ particularly those’! 
WHO have circulated speculationi 
™ elsewhere 

that Wellstone’s plane was sabo- 
tagedtopreventhisre-electi^^^ ; 

One of the most prominent, 
proponents of that argument is 
J^es Fetzer, a phtiosophy pro-^ 

I lessor at the University, of Min-i 
nesota-Duluth. ' 

‘*My^ position is that this 
crash was not an accident, that 
the motives appear to have been 
pohtical and that the ^Vhite 
House may have been involved ” 
Fetzer said Tu^day. 

He discounted the NTSB con- 
clusion that pilot error caused 
the crash. Instead, he suspects, ‘ 
the plane was brought down by 

a xnodemelectromagnetic-^e 

weapon whose existence is gen- 
ermly not known to toe public. ” 

Tom^Majeski and Jim Ragsdale 
tontributed to this report 
Charles Laszewski can be ^ 

prm.com or 65U228-545i Tom 
Webb can be reached at 
ttoebb@pioneerpressxom or 
,202-3$3^6049, ' j 
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By Greg Gordon-- ... 

Star Tribune Washington 
Bureau Correspondent 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Pi- 
lots, flying too slowly on a 
landing approach caused the 
charter-plane crash that killed 
Sen. Paid Wellstone, the pilots 
and five others last year, the 
National Transportation Safe- 
ty Board concluded Tuesday. 

By voice vote, the five- 
member board also adopted 
staff findings that the pilots 
lacked proper training in crew 
coordination and were prob- 
ably so inattentive or distract- 
ed that they didn’t react to. the 
speed drop until too late. 

Mild icing from a light 
snowfall did not affect the de- 


t! 

scent of the twin-prop King Air 
AlOO before it crashed on Oct. 
25, 2002, 2 miles southeast of 
the Eveleth-Virginia Munici- 
pal Airport in northern Min- 
nesota, the panel concluded. 

"The probable cause of the 
accident was the flight crew's 
failure to maintain adequate 
airspeed, which led to an 
aerodynamic stall from which 
they did not recover," the 
board said. 

The findings came after a 
13-mohth investigation that 
included attempts to recon- 
struct and simulate the air- 
craft's flight path and trajecto- 
ry before it veered.to, the left 
and crashed in the woods. 

CRASH continues on *A16 ^ 
















^ Mone/Associated Press fde photo ' 

Federal Investigators sifted through the debris Oct 27, 2002. j 

The National Transportation Safety Board blamed pilot error for | 
_th'e accident th at killed eighti ~ ^ 


SEA . » 


0 2 2004 

^ FEU iA 

. — ^ ■■ 

- — A 





1 fit IIIB: 

* mirn mnnAiAM Sen. Paul Wete 

Hi® Will 


?^]10:19: 
'^Inthe. !| 
iastfadio i 
transmission, 

, acknowledges 


r0jlO:lS: r®] 10:17: 

I Tenmiles ^ Airtraffic 
f'easloftlie ^.controlin 
. aiiportttie 


planeturns 
towardlhe 
runwaybut 
overshoots 



Dulothtells ’ 
; pilolstohead ‘ ''r 
norllito ^ f 

preparefor : ' 

finalapoach. ? 


, Converslonfomula:' 
KNOIS MPH,' 

J 115 i 
' 85 98 

120, ^ 

160 184 


' @j 10:21 Plane’s speed is down to 85 knots, 

w _venfdo!»tnthp‘'<!t9iicn4fl/)»ih fl i'iwrt 4 aI‘ 


K , o- vujiiufMn/ INI, niuw OIIUUIU 

Tiieplanecrashesinto p;|| aMrtedthelandingandckcledaroundtomake 
ghyto^ afiotherappfoach.AtthispointthepIaneveered 

bymipactandfire. away/rom the aprt and headed southwest 

JafkBpswel.RavGruiii [iev/StafTriiiiiift 


|yiiv?¥Y|S 

IP Its 111' 

.IsjliP; I 
liiHsfH I 


^ 0 
Q)$ 

S' I 

39!, 

£ S 

\ S s 




a 3 6 0 S. 

villi' 

3 S 0) £ 

S ia 3 0 

5 3(D{B‘’o 
a * V)^ (D 

S ® ■ °3 



llll 

Jews'? 
^ 0) 

0 ) jf, 6 ) 
MO 3 

3 S ® 

0 £.a 


n 

board urged the Fedei^' 
Aviation Adihinistration (FAA) 

CQrregulations.on^onA 
demand charter companies so 
they are required to conduct 
coordinated pilot training. 

It also urged, in-flight ih- 
spections of charter airlines' 
I and the appointment of an ex- 
.pert panel to consider requir- 
'ing a low-airspeed-warnihg 
fSystem.thatwomd.gi^e charter 
tpilpts more time to react.-' 

► NTSB Chairwoman Ellen 
Engleman spid board invwti- 
[gatdrs learned after the crash 
|of several' incidents of past 
|“sldppiness” by captain Rich- 
idrd Cbnry, 55, who nearly 
[caused an accident with WeU- 
;kdne aboard tluee days before 
[the crash. Cohry and copilot 
iMichael'Guess, 30, had "a gen- 
[eral'history of below-average 
IcapaMity and performance,” 
[Engleman said. 

I , Had Aviation Charter Tnc., 
[the Eden Prairie carrier that 
[operated the flight, set. up a 
[system' for-’colleagues to report 
fpilot lapses anonymously, it 
^might have produced “a red 
[flag* for corrective action, she 
said. { 

.«„During a 90-miriute hear- , 
ing, NTSB the staff painted this 
[scenario of the final approach; 

[ ‘ >• Heading north, ^e plane . 
|oversh6( the westbound aitr 
Iport approach path by about;a 
[mile, but continued turning 
[left and converged oh the ap- 
!proach course. 

I > When the plane de- 
scended to 3,500 feet,'its'lahd- 
'ihg gear was not lowered; as is 
tproper procedure, 
j >• The plane crpsse_d the 
. iairport.approach course agmh 
i5 miles east of the ajrpdrt but; 
[inexplicably,.did not pick up^ 
;&e course. ' 

j > ’The plane accelerated, tO' 
?I71 kno^ while descending be- 
llow 2,500 feet — beyonh the 
-correct speed of 130 knots, 
jprobably forcing the pilot. 'to 
Slower |the throttle settings 'to 
fnearidle:” ‘ ' 

^ >' jWithin 3 miles of the 

^mnway,.the,plane .slowed to 
]Ae recomnierided approach 
*spee"d)6f 13p;knots, then.con- 
itinued to Jose airspeed, p'er- 
shaps'-more rapidly .when the 
^landing gear was lowered. .. 

: t The'last radar readihg 
^shoyted that the gl^e’s sjpee^ 


had dropped to 76 knots (about 
87 miles\perhour) — • the stall 
level'identified by its manufac- 
turer, possibly triggering'ah" 
audio st^ warning inside the 
cockpit. 'At 76 knots, the air- 
pl^e was about 5.0*knots. too, 
slow, the board concluded: ' 
Moments later, the plane j 
veered sharply and crashed j 
throu^ treetops and burned. 

Besides Wellstone, 59, vic- 
tims included his wife, tSheila, 
58; their daugjijer, .Marcia 
Wellstone'Markusdn, 33; DFL 
official Mary McEvoy, ,49; Well- 
stone campaign aides Will Me- ■ 
Lau^lin; 23, arid Tom Lapic, 
49, arid the flight crew. 

The accideritylO days before 
.voters werCito decide whether 
.to reelect Democrat-Wellstohe 
to a third, term irifthe Seriate, 
shocked the nation and may i 
haye enabled Republican's to, 
regain control of the U.S. Seri- i 
ate. JRepublicari Norm Cole- 
man defeated former Vice 
President Walter Mondale; a 
stand-iri for Wellstone, to. give 
the GOP a one-vote Senate ma- 
jority. , i‘ 

The board’s* findings, to be 
detailed,in.the coming weels, 

, could dispbl allegations of sab'- 
otage from conspiracy, theo- 
'rists who have questioned the ■ 
timing of the crash. 

It was snowing the day* of 
Wellstone’s scheduled flight ' 
from tlie Twin Cities to the Iron 
Range'for the'funeral of the fa- 
ther of a state legislator. After i 
checking the wreather, Conry 
■first elected not to fly.’ But lead 
investigator Frank Hilldrup' 
told the board' that Cbriry 
changed his mind after maWng | 
a secorid call to an FAA Flight ^ 
Service Station in Driluth and i 
learning that the;Eveleth-air- 
.porthadyisi|jilitybf4riiiles. ' 

,John ,Cla{k„. director of the ; 
NTSB’s Office of Aviation Safer ! 
ty, said inyestigatprs uncov- 
ered no evidence that Conry, 
was pressured,, to make..the ; 

flights ' ' * I ’'"1 

TheThead of a board riiete- 
broibgy team told, the'panel 
that the weathers moderate 
'icing conditions betvyeeri,B,000 
and '11,000 feet should not; 
haye been enoug^ tb cause tKq ' 
cr^h- ahj^ayi T^e.plarie flew- 
,thrbu^.thatjZorie,in,twq miri-' 
-rites and 24'secohds,Wetebrol- , 
[Ogst Ifevin'Petty s^, and air- 



Ron Edmonds/Associated Press { 


National Transportation Safety Board Investigators, from left, Charlie Pereira, Frank Hilldrup and John 
Clark met Tuesday in Washington to discuss the crash that killed Sen. Paul Wellstone and seven others. 
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58, was the wife Markuson, the 49, was a mem- 

of Sen. Paul Well- couple's daugh- her of the cam- 

stone. ter, was 33. paign staff. 



Will McLaughlin, Tom Lapic, 49, 

23, an aide to was a staff as- 

Wellstone, was sistant on the 

single, campaign team. 


' craft descending below 5,000 
feet would have actually been 
"shedding” ice. 

' Charlie Pereira, who headed 
a board team that investigated 
the plane's performance, said a 
look "at how this flight crew 
performed the approach sheds 
some light” on why the plane 
I lost speed so rapidly in its last 
90 seconds of flight, 

"Before the airplane de- 
scended to 3,500 feet,'' he said, 
"the landing gear should have 
been lowered and the airplanb 
' slowed to 130 knots. Instead,' 
M plane jiit 3,500 feet 


at 156 knots and accelerated to 
170 knots while descending 
through 2,500 feet. 

"This tells us that the land- 
ing gear was still retracted,” 
Pereira said. "Thus, for the re- 
mainder of the descent, the 
power would have to be at a 
lower-than-normal setting 
near flight idle ^ in order for 
the airplane to slow and de- 
scend simultaneously. 

"At about 2,200 feet ... we 
believe the landing gear was 
lowered, and our simulations 
confirm that.” 

But ^e landing gear ^ten- 


sion and the low power setting 
could have easily caused the 
plane's speed to drop sharply 
to stall levels, Pereira said. 

He said flight crews can fail , 
to maintain minimum air- 
speed "through inattention, 
distraction and by not adher- 
ing to standard operating pro- 
cedures." 

Investigators have no way of 
knowing if a stall warning 
sounded and Conry or Guess , 
tried to react, he said# because j 
the plane had neither a flight 
data recorder nor a cockpit ‘ 
voice reorder. They were not * 
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required on cliartqr aircraftr 
' jf a warning §punded, the 
crew might have Had Up. to 
; eight seconds. to5!a^d power, 
Perpira said, but the pilots.ako 
could Jhaye induced ^.stah,' if 
they reacted by pulling back, 
suddenly leveling off or piaking 
a sharp right turn upon seeing 
theairport. , 

“It is also possible that a 
light coat of ice on the leading 
edge of the wings could have 
raised the stall speed sli^tly .so 
that the stall occurred just pri?: 
or to or at about ,tne same 
time — : as the stall warning,” 
Pereira said. 

"One thing is clear,”ihe said.; 
"Jheflight crew did not recov-; 
er from the stall. The airplane^ 
shouldviiever have beeri.flowri^ 
below 130 knots until the air?' 
portwas in sight.” 

Board officials noted that 
Conry passed a flight certifica- , 
tion test just days'before the: 
.flight. The board determined' 
that fatigue “most likely” wasi 
not a factor,, although Conry’si 
normal sleep patterp was dis-.| 
rupted by flying the previous! 
day and working a Thursdayl 
night shift in his second job as 
anurse. i 

‘ Engle'man, the NTSB/chaiK 
woman, focused on-training!’ 
She said-she does not consider 
it ia “loophole" that charter airJ 
lines, are- not required >to give! 
coordinated crew training.to 
their pilots, but morq like a 
"hollow §pot” that thq board 
seeks.toTill. ' j 

She a(so stressed the need 
for the FM to regulate safety, in' 
charter operations to leygls.xe-l 
quired foe, commercial airlines, i 
Had the PAA conducted en- 
xoute inspections of Aviation 
Charter’s flight operations, sbei 
said, FAA inspectors "would,' 
have known better what was, 
or what was not going on on- 
board." 

' FAA spokesman^ tes fDorr 
said agency officials are;curi- 
ous about the criticism. Avia- 
tion Ch^er last year received j 
“the second-highest number of 
inspections" of any carrier 
overseen by the agency’s Min-? 
peapolis Flight Standards Dis- 
trict Office, hesaid. 

Englempii also lamented 
the absence of flight recorders, 
which presented the hoard 
from knowing “everything diat 
happened in the coclqiit.'.’ : 
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Pilot’s 


NEWS tribune: 




men^ ' ’•<1 , 

Piiotl G^ffProkdpyt’47{i'and 
James- ,Kdsal^\:51if,died'«,when: 
^kop’s:Giirus( SR-22;qrasHed 
near , Hill City at 6:38 am. on 
■ Jan. 18, 2003. • * 

Aax)rm5®,t6' thSfinal report 
released last monthsbyjthe Na; 
-tional TransportationKSrf^ 
Board, tire probable^cau^^bf 
the, .accident ,irasi“^arienta- 
ti6h."expienen^ 
due'tq:^;-lack^bt'j^i^^ 
enc^; ,la]id'ja;^iiie,‘^ -IP^i 
f^altitude:” . 

‘‘QihMbuting.tfhctorsriwere 
• the!?pilot’s'i improper’’decision 
to attempt flighbintoTmarginal 
VFR'(visual flight rdles) condi- 
tions,. ;his- inadyei^t 'fldghf 
into' instrument' meteoMogi: 
cal cohditidiis, the low. luting 
conditioii'<arid the-itre^,-’/ .the 




111 UlC *^.W**W* — 

ypR^)nly:certificatefpr SR-22s^ 
le^th^fiye.weelffi before the^ 
c^TiV ' . ’ ( 

! Witness- reports, of weather 
conditions varied fiemdmosfly, 
cloudy ' to .dear, dej^nding 
iuiibri’flieu: locatiori, the NTSB, 
report 

' ■Pr6kop;caUed‘the PHnceton,'. 
Mirm'.,..<fli^t:.sd^ce.^statioh' 
for- IP ’Weather ‘briding less 
t han an hour beforej,&e>flight 
began. He. noted. &at,:,Grarid 
Rapids was overcart out* that 
. he was ‘Tioping to sMe.under? 
neath it; and thdi^climb out;? 
said' the NTSB document re- 
(drdihg the'history. of the fatal 
fU^ti." At ' *.‘7 

-port^^jS^irig; 'a\’pMe: .that 
“seemed) '^.'be , fpllpw^ - -ft?. 

I highway|,”‘fi^^;lQ^^^^ ‘ ' 

‘Oft lie’dt been- two; sbiocks 
east, ahe’d-ihad.thit :the, water 
tower, ’bthe.re^rt'.quoteslhim 
assaying.' . 

Oflrer' wihibss^'. ,rd 
poriM’ seeing' th|'pMe/flyi^ 
low'ahd'iart'bdore 
in a levd, 'WoddedS’ar^ :at:.'a 
IS-d^reeMoi^o^’a^ 

yes]^r8:»V,^riPl#.e>, 

wred^ej scattered; over, a 
^fd6t-l6ng|»m| ' • 

-S' A^ -post: i accident (.examiha- 
, tion-.ofitheaircraft’.andiengine 
did.not ieveal,ariy. anomalies,!’ 

: - the ITOB report'said.) i **■ 
: . -f ■ ■ " ) ■ s ■ " t 
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Synopsis: Final NTSB report and conclusions of 10/25/2002 
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Enclosure (s) : Copy of final NTSB Aircraft Accident Report and 

conclusions . 


Details: On April 12, 2004, the Duluth RA received a copy of the 

National Transportation Safety Board's f inal Aircraft Acc ident 
Report from NTSB Air Safety Invest igator| | titled, 

"Loss of Control and Impact with Terrain, Aviation Charter, Inc., 
Raytheon (Beechcraft) King Air AlOO, N41BE, Eveleth, Minnesota, 
October 25,2002." Copy enclosed for file. 


The NTSB concluded that the probable cause of this 
accident was the flight crew's failure to maintain adequate 
airspeed, which led to ah aerodynamic stall from which they did 
not recover. 


Case agent read and reviewed this report. Inasmuch as 
no indication of criminal activity was indicated after exhaustive 
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examination and analysis by the NTSB which warrants further FBI 
investigation, this case is considered CLOSED at Minneapolis. 
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